7 DADE WE” ACT 4 ” . ” , ml. . 4 le ARR? 
: | RADIOS oi pon IO SD) OT HCI #7 ARE R AS LBC 


| V7 


WA vr; Y - Soþ PD FJ 


—  — _ 


=” 
_—_— 


SAS "IE M 
Eng age: 5 


etna 
1 > 
Oe 

yn 


9. _— 


- 


Harvard College Library 


the gift of 
J . Duncan Phillips 


- 
, » N % oy La 
<ateo wats <9. > 


+ a4 


L 
UT T— - © 


s 
-” 


Ce v3 nes 
a 
_— 
j 


X, 
a 
_ 


TS Ay 17 Aiard C, 
(} UH 119197 "_ Irs WY. + 


" 1 JHON 


Me NE 


Le, 
= D PEAT 
ay . 
- $488 - 
7. =. 


_—_ 


4 - b et 
«> ou 
"AS >. 
_— ADA SRP; 
IEEE et w— 

WW” 3D. 


ns A . ” 
» we rass _ oP dre o 4 Cn £ * 
+, * _ w Y > x d 4 - 
; OO SIPS, - A SHS, 
N37 ; NN \ * / 
. *% 


: 'eR, F Sg 33 OP ns 
i. 5 fe . | * $5: SIE j 
- ” of ” - . "» *, 
0 G > 


4 4 
_ 


"7 ju KY =- 
4 . k 7 ; & uh: 
F - 3 133.4 PR 72 
Y ; LAIRD 
_—_ A_— — : : og % . 
® # 4 : ba — wh.) 
FR. Eq - = © xs r 
© , > / % PR. R {8 8 
Hh 1 þ X + . | 5 Io q Sed | 
\ — rr Fr Ef 
; 1 4 >  EUT—_ «4 £ 
Ay A ' & et '1s | 
: © 38; 
" . . 
; o "i : £ x 
t : | Ww | 
; : . Top hs YF-. 
Lo : - 
£ P 4 Ft 4 
- - "PE 
, FR => 
| LD ©... yk y y 
; , bo” Fy f 
Y 4J- - 5.48 
— x 4, Fs 
A 1 
vt z 
F- f 


EXEMPLIFIED 


es IN INS. Ii Te 
LIFE and DEATH|]| ! 
Mr. Nathanael Mather, || * 


WHO R-9 

Having become at the Age of || * 

Nineteen, an Inſtance of more | þ  *: 

than common + @: I 

_ "Learning and Uirtue, || ! 

Changed Earch for Heaven, OZ. 1 5.1688.-|| 

_ Whereto are added Gs | 
Some Diſcourſes on the true Nature, 

the. grear Reward, and the beſt || =." 

Seaſon of tuch a 

- A WALK WITH-GOD :5:f| <A 

as he left a Pattern of. | al 
2 Sam. I. 26. 


I am diftreſſed for thee, my Brother, very pleaſant 
 ba$} thou been unto me. 


| | Sic Roſa, fic violz prima moriuntur in herba; 
| "Candida nec toto Lilia menſe nitent. 


LONDO N, Printed -by F, Aſtwood, and are tg | | 
be ſold by F. Dunzon at the black Raven in the. 7 
© » Poultrey over againſt the Conpter, 1689. | þ:- 2 
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7 is "not for me to ſay much of 
the Perſon. who is the Subjeft of 
* the enſuing Hiſtory , for that 1 
am his younger Brother. [I have read 
a Letter (dated October 25. 1688.) 
writtew to his and my ever honoured 
Father, wherein are theſe Expreſſvas.. 
&* Never coulda Parent have cafe of 
: © more Comfort. in + Child, than .you 
0-9 Mins in that Son of yours, T have 
| © [cen his private Papers, and 2 ther 
«* ſuch an - inſtance of 4 Walk” with 
« God, as few ancient Miniſters ger- | 
oh haps have Experience ' of, &/, pecially 
I « for the three laſt years of. hu Life. ' 3 
tk *©T find that he maintained 4 coprſe 
* of wonderfull Devotion, Supplicat ice 
* and Meditation every day ; that [0- 
a | fern Humiliations and Thankſgiv- 
« ;ngs in ſecret, were no ' ſtrangers Gy 
2 . is 
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To the Reader. | 


© his Prattce, that he wonld be 7 es 
* chinking' with himſelf, What ſhall 
© do for God ? And in a word, that 
* Dr. Owen's Book about Spiritual- 
* Mindedneſs, has been in a very rare 
« manner tranſcribed into his Con- 
& wverſation. 
&* He has bin for his years a great 
& Scholar, but 4 better Chriſtian. The 
&« Life of the famous young Janeway, 
&« T think, has not more of Holineſs 
&* illuſtrious in it, than that of your 
. © dear Nathanael's. ' | 
ET write theſe things, becauſe 1 
& judge you have no greater Toy. 
& Some Eminent Miniſters here, have 
© maintained a pleaſant, intimate , fa- 
& ilar Conver (ation with him, and 
* rhe Charatter which they give of 
- him, is very Extraordinary.” Thus 
that Letter. | Te 
TI hace likewiſe heard my Father ſay, 
that he mas more grieved for the loſs 
which the Church of God has ſuſtained 
in the death of that miy Brother, than 
for his own loſs thereby. 
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Whes 


To the Reader. 


When I parted from him not a year 
ago, 1 hoped that would not have been 
»zy Ultimum Vale; but 1 zow lament 
my unhappineſs, in that I gaind no 
more by him : And yet mnſt acknow- 
ledge, that the little underſtanding which 
God has' given me in the Hebrew or 
Greek Tongues, was by that my Bro- 
ther as the Inſtrument : So that T have 
cauſe whilſt I ſhall live, to honour his 
Memory. His Death makes me remem- 
ber the Poets words, FN 

7Oy 412! Oe) ammIvraciou veos. 

T cannot but know, that if' I ſhould 
ot fear and ſerve the God of my 
Brothers, and of my Father, and of 


my Grand- Fathers, the neareſt Rela- 


tions I ever had in the World, will be 
Witneſſes againſt me at the laſt aay. 
The Lord give us a Joyful Meeting 
in the day of Chriſt. 


London, February, 
| ae 168g, 


. ® 


Samuel Mather. 
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THE 
INTRODUCTION. 


Y Reader: will quickly diſcern 
what it is that I attempt the do- 
Ing of ; and I ſuppoſe he will 
then ſee no occaſion of enquiring' Why. 
The Apolozy's wherewith Writers uſually 
Fill the Prefaces of their Books, Do come 
of Evil; either the Vanity of the Compo- 

ſers is diſcovered, or the Candour of the 

Peruſers queſtioned in them. That I 


Write the Life of a Chriſtian, cannot be. 


f.ulted by any one who Conſiders, That 
the Zives bf Pions Men have been juſtly 
eſteemed among the moſt uſeful Z:/torics 
which the Church of God Enjoyes; or 


_ that the bf ers In the World have: 


| been cmpley's in thus helping. the Fuſt 
unto Ete#nal Memory. Our Lord will 
have as" mean a thing -as one A of De- 
votion and Charity, in a poor Womar, 
. to be mentioned wherever His .Goſpel 
comes. That I write the Life of a Mw 

| ther 
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'7 " Iarroduttian. 
ther, wilbnot be reckoned abſurd by them 


. whis. underſtand what Patterns. I have, 


both Ancient and Modern, for My doit 
ſo. Fames Faneway among the reſt has had 
our Thanks for what an Account he has 
given of his Brother Fohn. Indeed, if I 
ſhould not thus Raiſe up for my departed 
Brother a Name in //rac/, 1 were not 
worthy to Wear a Shoo, or to have a Face 
unſpit upov, My Natural Relation to him 
will oblige me to beſtow an Epitaph up- 
on his Grave ; that the Survivers may not 
forget whoſe Duſt they tread upon : But 
I am by (that which Ambroſe calls) a 
Greater and Better Fraternity, concerned 
to Embalm the Memory of One, who . 
maintained ſuch a Walk, with God, as: he 
did until God took him to Himſelf. It 
has been obſerved, That they: who Live 
ia Heaven while thoy are on Earth, often 


Live on Earth after they are in Heaven, It 


were lawful for me to deſire and Study . 
ſuch a thing on the behalf of my Bro- 
ther, whole Early ie is at once my 
own Shame and Toy : Bat I purſue an high- 
er End than this, deſigning rather- to 
procure Fokowers, than to beſpeak: Adm- 
rers of this good Example : That this is 
my ain Scopes, in what I am now doing 
of,-1 declare fincerely and very ſolemnly. 
0 WO” oy _ And 


| T he Introduftion. 


And hence I have not here made an Ora- 
tion in his-Praiſe, but given barely a Nar- 
rative of his Life, 2nd this rhoſtly. by 
EF. Tranſcribing of his own Memorials, in 


florian. 1 do therefore Addreſs this Exem- 
plary Life unto the young People of New- 
Enzland.,andeipecially unto thoſe of North- 
Boften, who are the Lambs that I have 
Received a peculiar Charge from. the 
Lord Jeſus abqut the Feeding of. To you 
do | preſent this Mirrour, wherein you 
= May ſee the Exerciſes of a YVirruous Youth, 
not only preſcribed, -but alſo prattiſed be- 
fore your Eyes: You ſhal) fee as what 
ſhould be done, fo what may be done; by 
a Tow Perſon, in order to Everlaſting 
Felicity ; ſee him and hear him as Ore 
come fromthe Dead, ſaying, Do as I] have 
done. The Father of him whom I de- 
{crive has Laboured exccedingly for the 
Converſion of the Riſmg Generation in New- 
England ;, and his CALL to them has been 
Printed and Reprinted here 'among_ us. 
'Tho the.News or a Sons Death muſt needs 
be afflictive to him, when he ſhall have 
the Report of it arriving to-him in the 
.other Ezeland, yet I make no doubt, bur 
his Parental Griefs will be not a little 
Mitzgated, when he ſhall behold rhar 
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all affeCting the plain ſtyle of a Juſt Hi- - 
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The Introduction. 


* Son thus*Renewing this CALL by /ſpeak- 


ino after he is Dead. . This. Young: Man 
did - pray mnch for you, while he was 
Alive, that you might be truly Convert- 
ed unto God ; he does preach now OD you, 
from .the Grave, or rather from the Sky, 
that. you- would Remember your 'Creator 
in the Dayes of your Touth. | wiſh that 
he may (to uſe Chry/oftonis Phraſe ) be- 
come a Brother to you by Faith, as he is 
to me by Blood: And I extend this my 


/ - wiſh with a moſt Aﬀectionate Applicati- 


on to the Young Gentlemen, who belong 
to the Colledge which he was a Member 
of. As you have had in his Father a Re- 
for, whole Generous and Expenſive Cares 
have not been for your diſadvantage ; fo 
you have in his D-{izence and his Devori- 
07, . 2a Copy which 1s not altogether un- 
worthy of your Imitation: 1 am ſetting 
before you, the -Exerciſes and Accompliſh- 
ments of a Scholar, whoſe chief Study it 
was, to be Wiſe unto Salvation; a Scholar, 
who Laboured while he was Learning 
all other things, not to be Ignorant of 
Him, Whom to know is Eife. Eternal. 1 am 
not without Hope, that ſome of you 
will now reſolve as Jerom did when he 
had read the Life of Aarion, ſhutting 
up the Book and ſaying, Well, here ſhall 
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-. The" Imrodition: 
© bebe Ciampion whom I will follows When 


> you-come t95 Dye, you will certainly com- 
' -, mend ſuch a LZifeas his; God grant that 
# none of you may then have cauſe to ſigh, 
Qualis "Artifex pereo !* Or to complain, 
Surgunt Indotts & rapiunt Calum ; Nos cum 
noftris D 1rinis meroimur in Infernam. That 
Great Man Hz:g0 Grotius near his End pro- 
feſſed, That he wonld gladly give all his 
Learning and Honour for the Integrity 
of a pow Mar in his Neighbourhood, 
that ſpent Ezzbe Hours of his Time in 
Prayer, Eicht i in Labour, and Ever. in Sleep 
and other Neceſlaries : and unto ſome 
that applanded his Marvellous Jaauſtry; 
he ſaid, Ab, Vitam perdids operoſe nihbil 
Avendo! Bat unto ſome that asked, the belt: 
Counſel which a Man of his Attainment 
could give, he ſaid, Be ſerious. "Tis with 
this Counſel that I hambly offer you the in--- 
ſung Es 


T : s 5, 4 Y <y » N hy = 
- _ Lo p | Q 4; 
” 4 » + 44 
I  ——— ws 


on tt 
LE ns £ oe 
9 we) Rags Ps 4.5 [2x 2 - 
So ER Pads by 4 
od * * —_— _ = 
v "iv bb ; "ER _ 
EX SAME 5, INES. _ x "s 
> <A" p OT aiiurt ee 
- LIE #8. .& TER” =," ER 
k 5 : .£ <#: 0% 
4 P40 


A 
95S ade AE 


= PURE Mg 1 rag 4 I_s 
TS os ag 


. ie) OG VE, a7. by Bar Sd re — HÞe.-. . 

Fa | Ma Sane 7 > CHEDF ba Sens RIES _—_ P 

-2 ” <2 : oO ord eds 7" 

7 * > he E  \. 7 

% 6 5 — 
ma Ee noe en 
: EW on S 
- CL 


LEE 
- 
— ""_ I 
% 
: . 4 
7 % 
* ” 
Cd RY I 
4 


hdhbbbbdptbbvibootonss 'Y 
CETPAPOGOEPOPOOOOEOOE P. a 


1 LIFE and DEAT H 
, Mr. NATHANAEL MATHER. 


Write the Life and Death of. 'a 

Young Man, whoſe Ornaments will 

awaken in the Reader, an Enquiry 
# like that which the Atchieyments of 
3 David, produced concerning him, Whoſe 
# Sor is this Yourn + P 


To Anticipate that Enquiry : 


Nathanael Mather had for his Grand-Fa- 

7 thers Two of New-England Fathers, the 
* Famous Richard Matker, and the not leſs 
; Famous Fohn Cotton ;, whoſe Names have 

been in the Church 'of God, as an Oine- 
ment ponred forth, and whoſe Lives bear 
no little TYNE: in the hi taftical. Hiſto- 


Ul ies 
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ries of -our Engliſh 1ſracl. His Parents, WW 
being yet living, its too ſoon to give a th 
them their CharaQter ; yet I may yenture' 4 m 
ro ſay, It's no diſgrace unto him in the 
Opinion - of Men that love Learmins and of tc 
Virtue, that he waSthe Son of Increaſe $ 1 
Mather, the well known Teacher of a 7 W 
Charch in Boſton, and Reftor of Har- 2} bt 
vard” Colledge in New-England. What Gre- 4 
gory Narianzen jad ged not improper to | _ 
he ſaid about his yer ſurviving Father, | fu 


we? 
hs oe 2Y 
ds > 


in his Funeral Oration upon his Deceaſ- J mM 
Brother, | may without any culpable: | £ 
Adulation on this occaſion, ſay .of him, } © 
He: 'is another Azron or Moſes in the houſe g of 
E his God. TR 
Onr Nathanae! was born on Fuly 6", il 4 


1669. which | find him Recording'in | 
his Diary, when he was fourteen Years | 
Old, with ſach an humble RefleCtion there- 
upon, How little have 1 improved this time 
ro the Honour of God as I ſhould have done ! * be 
He wanted not the Cares of his Father  C 
fo: beſtow a good Education on him, which i tc 
God bleſſd for the Reſtraining him from Y P: 
the lewd and wild Courſes by which too | fe 
many Children are betimes reſigned up | W 
to the poſſeſſion of the Devil,. and for | W 


TS Be. Been 
$ID > 
| | 


the Furniſping him with ſuch Accompliſh- || 7 
ments as give a7 Ornament 'of Grace unto |_ fo 


the 


+ W 
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&? Mr. NathanaeLV Mather. I 


y the. Head of Youth. He. did Live where.tie 
2 might Learn, and under the continual 
3 Prayers and Pains, of ſome that looked af- - ,., 
F ter him, he became an Inſtance of unuſual - **® 
$ Indufiry, and no Common, Piery ;, fo that 
F when he dyed, which was Cob. (7'd. 1688- 
3 he was become i in leſs than twenty years, 
- 3 An Old Man without Gray Hairs pon bum. 
& To thoſe wo Heads, with a forrow- 
C ful Addition of a Third, | ſhall confine 
4 my account of this Yourg Man, in which 
5 the Pifture to be now drawn, has no- 
, 7 thing but the Truth, and at leaſt ſo much 
2 Þ& of Life in it, as to look upon every 
F Reader, yea ſpeak, unto him, laying, Go 


«8 —— 


be 4 7b Foe 


 Þ aleGdG@q Uvu 
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N--1 TR 

$s if His INDUSTRY. 

2 

e He was an hard Student, and quickly 


! | became a good Scholar. From his very 
r © Childhood, his Book was perhaps as dear 
h © to him as "bis Play, and hence he grew 
n |} particularly zcquainted with Church- Hi- 
o | Ffory, at a rate not uſyal in thoſe that 
p were above thrice as Old as He. But 
r | when he came to ſomewhart . mcre of 
\- | Towth, his Turor (who now writes) was 
| forced often to Chide him r0 his Recrea- 
_ Lions, bur DEVET that -1-remember, for ; 
X EW. +, 
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Him. 


fe 5p Death. 


them. 
Gant rather than the contrary. . Indeed he 


#0n to young Stndents ; 


To be Bookiſh was. natural unto | 
;him, and to' be plodding eafie and plea- © 
" "afforded not ſo_ much a Partern as a Cau- .. 


4H 


for it may be {# 


truly written on his Grave, Study kill'd | 


ous Mind were to be diſcerned in him, 
even as he walked in the Streets; and 
his. Candle would burn after Midnight, 


until, 2s his own Phraſe for it was, . He 


chought his bones would all fall aſunger. 
This was among the paſſages once noted 
1n h's Diary. 


"10. 4. 26. D. three quarters of an } | 
hour after 12 at Night. 


« After the many weariſom hours, days, 


< O0HtNs, nay, years, that I have ſpent. in ? 
'« homane Literature ; and after my ma- 


& ny toilſom Studies in thoſe! Hours, 


©@ when the General ſilence of every Houſe | 


«in Town, proclaimed it high time for 
« me to put a ſtop unto my 'working 
« Miad, and urged, me to afford fome Reſt 
© nnto my Eyes, waich have been almoſt 


<« put out by my Intenſeneſs on my Stu- 
»© gies; after_theſe, T ſay, and when ] 
-« 2m ready to dot : 
cc arg | to do it, conſidering ; 3 How little | 


Oh how unwilling 


oh have ſerucd God in the day ! 
While 


The marks and works of a Studi- } 
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... : While he thus devoured Books, It Came 
y to paſs. that Books devoured him. His 
ef weak Body would not bear the Toils, and 
7 Hours, which be uſed himſetf unto 3-and'  » 
be} his Neglect of Moderate Exerciſe, joyned 
$ with his Exceſs of 1nmoderaze Licubrats- 
:_ Y on, ſoon, deſtioyed the Digeſito which 
3 his Blood ſhould have had in the laſt Ele- 
14 4 boration of it, by that time ſixteen Win- 
8 rers had ſnow'd upon him, he. began. to 
ha y be Diſtempered, with many Paws ard 
3 Files, eſpecially in ſome of his Jozzrs, 
4 4 which at laff were the Gates of Death un- 
A to him; not withour ſuch very afflictive 
3 touches of Melancholy, too, as made him 


F: ſometimes to Write himſelf, Deodarus 


. | Adelancholicus, This was his way of tiv- 
> M 5g, ſhall I ſay, or of Dying? And the 
IN - bad ©g o > of þ £2 «i 

> YF ſucceſs of this Diligerice. was according to 
4 ;F the Temper of it Great. When he was 
fs | but Twelve Years Old he was 2dmitted 


- - F into, the Coledze, by ſtrict Examiners *: 
ns 4 And many Months after this paſſed nor, 
of y before he had accurately gone over. all the 
AY Old Teftament in Hebrew, as well as the 


: # New in Greeks belides his going through 
% N all the Liberal Sciences, before many 

IN. = Ph T 
- || other .deligns for Philoſophy do ſo much 


P> } as begin to look into thern. He Com- 
3 menced -Batchelour of Arts, at the Age of 
CO | | Ae 'Six- 
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6 The Life and Death © | 
Sixteen, and in the A# entertained the 
Auditory with an Hebrew Oration, which 
-gave a good Account- of the Academical 
Aﬀeairs among the ancient Fews. Indeed the 
| Hebrew Language was become ſo Familiar 
'-, with him, as if (to uſe the Expreſſion 
- which one had in an /ngentous Elegy up- 
on his Death) he had apprehended it 

ſhould quickly become the ozly Language 
which he ſhould have ocaſion for. His 


F _- Colledge, he took juſt before Death gave 
1 him a Third, which laſt was a promotion 
. jnfinitely beyond cither of the former. He 
then maintained for his Polition, Datur Va- 
cum. and by his Diſcourſe upon it (as well 
as by other Memorials and Experiments left 
behind him in Manuſcripts) he gave a ſpeci- 
men of his Intimare Acquaintance with the 
Corpuſcularian (and only right) Philoſophy. 
By this time he had informed himfelt like 
another Arandwula, and was admiradly ca- 
pable of arguing about, almoſt every Sub- 
ject that fell within the Concernments of a 
Learned Man. Not only Philoſophy but alſo 
Divinity did he now own a Boay of : The 
Difficulties of the Marhematicks he had par- 
ticularly overcome, and the abitruſe parts 
bath of Arichmerick, and Aſtronomy, were 
_ graſped in his Knowledge. 
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of Mr. Nathanael Mather. 5 I 
His Early Almanack;, and Calculations do | 
7} ſomething; but the MSS. adverſaria, left 


4 behind bim in his Cloſer, much more, 


; ſpeak ſuch attatnments in bim : His Cro- 


4 nolozy was exact unto a wonder, and the 
Jy State of Learning with the Names and. 
# Works of Learned Men, in the World, 
q this Americas Wilderneſs hath few char 


underſtand as well as he. Beſides. all 
this for the vaſt Field of Theology, both 


| Didattick, and Polemick, it is hardly Cre- 


dible how little of it his Travel had lefr 
unknown. Rabbinnick learnio he had like- - 
wiſe no ſmall meaſure of; and the Que- 
ſtions referrring unto the Scriprures which 
Phylolozy is converſant abour; and came 
under a very Critical Notice with him. 
Indeed he was a Perſon bur of few words; 

and his Words with his Looks made the 
Treaſure in him wholly unſuſpefed by 
Strangers to him ; yer they that were in- 
timately Acquainted with him, can atteſt 
unto the Veracity of Þim thar giveth this 
Deſcription ; and there are- no mean Per- 
ſons who will profeſs with Admiration, - 
That they- could ſcarce encounter him in any 


| Them of Diſcourſe which he was wot wy 220 
| tably- ac quainted with, - | 


But the' Bark. is now ſplit i In which all 
art RRIE” were - ſtowed. | A Spaniſh 
£ 'B & 
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wrack hath not more Silver thanthe Grave |} 
of ſnch a Young Man. hath Learning buri- | 
cd, in' ig. Indeed theſe things, Morers F 


'Erunt ;, perhaps they dyed with him : But 


there is a more /mmorral thing to be ob- 5 


ſerved in him; and that is, 


II. His PIETY. 


Tho a fine Carriave was the leaſt thing | 


that ever he affected, yet a Good Nature | 
made him dear to thoſe that were fami- | 
Jiar-with him. He was always very ob- } 
liging and officious, and more ready to |} 
do, then others could be to ak a good | 
turn at his hands : But he was above all | 


happy, by being *Eaxly in pure Religion. . 

- The Common Effects. of ſuch -a Pons 
Education, as the Family in which he liv- 
ed afforded unto him, were ſeen even in 
his Childhood ; and ſecret Prayer became 


very betimes one of his Infant Exerciſes. | 
He does in his MSs. particularly take no- | 


_ Lice of. a Serigeure Copy ſet for him when 


' he learned to: Wrize,. as a thing that bad | 


. much Efficacy on him 3, but when. he was 
Twelve Cor more); Yeats old; more-pow- 
erful Convidtions aid the Spirit of Gad 
_ - ſex hotmEtiþon him, than he had been pſed 
. pnto 3:Tome Recgtds therefore 1 find. in. his 
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of My. Nathanael Mather. 9 

Y the Account, Rejoyce O my. Soul, for the 
Js Lord has dealt bountifully with thee. Now 
* It was that he- aJowed his Pen to write 
# 'theſe, among other Expreſſions of his 
f Trouble about his Eſtate: 
q Feb: 19. 1682, 
um What ſhall 1 46? Whas ſhall 1 do to 
# © be [ad ? Without a Chrilt I am wndore, 

« undone, undone for Evermore! O Lord, 
<« Jet me have Chriſt, tho Ilye in the Mire 

4 < forever! O for aChriſt ! O for a Chriſt! 
* $ <aChriſt! Lord, Give me Chriſt or I aye ! 

Ss It was now another of his Regiltred 
1d | Meditations. 
1 ©. have been in a Great Heſitancy, 
$ << whether I ſhould chooſe Feſus Chriſt, for 
g < my Prophet, Prieſt and King, with all 
A < his: Inconveriences, to. takeup my Croſs 
s © and follow him: Wherefore | do now 


Bo <« take him as mine ; my whole Chrilt, and 
ac. | <<my only Chriſt ; and I am reſolved to 
oY ; <frek him. All that 1 have ſhall be ar his 
en |} © Service, and all my-Aembers, and all my 


ad | &<.Powers, ſhall endeavour his Glory. 

S And yet again there were thelc Conk- 
derations in his Mind.. - 
*© Had I not better ſeek the Lord | 
5 q <* Chriſt, while. have a Time of: Proſperi- 
oy Ko ty. and Peace, while | he offers himſelf 
* to me, ſaying, Gs unto. me, and.'l 
4 B 2 | wil NY 


OY EO OD ENG 


TD. 
<<will ſave thee, and lay all thy Burdens np- 


| © on me, and 1 will ſuſtain thee: Than in | * 
E- ** Aﬀfiction to cry, and not be heard? | , 
} © when he ſtretcheth forth his Hand, and þ 
*© ſayes, Believe on nie and gar” ang be ſav- F 
*ed; and now ro Day he offers himſelf, F _ 
*© ſhall I refuſe, and ſay, Lord, To Mor- F . 
* ow? No ſurely. And theſe patherical } 
Groans then likewiſe got a Room 1n his | 
RY... Oe F 
[! «© O that I had a Chriſf! O that I had {| 
| « Him who is the Delight of my- Soul! } | 
{4 * Then, O then I ſhould be xerfettly } 
( <« Bleſſed, and want no food that would $ 
4 © make me fo ! ; | , | 7 
h This is a-Copy of the Paſſages then Re- | : 
fl corded in this Young Believers Diary. |}. , 
F | Thus did he now Labour to affect his | 
li own Soul with his own'State,and leave things | - 
43 no more at peradventures between God | | 


and him. He read many ſavoury Bogks | 
about Faith, and Repentance, and Conver- | 
ior, ..and he Tranſcribed many ' Notes }j - 
therefrom , not reſting ſatisfied within | 
.-/ himſelf, until he had ſome Experience of | 
[ a true Regeneration, Among other work- Þ| _ 
+ - ings of his Heart at this Age, his Papers i} © 


—_ 


V have ſach things as theſe. * 5 
2 FA Rab for my ſpeedy cloſing with Je- | F 
Fong. off = 
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"| Me. Nattianael Mather.” I! 


« Firſt, It's the Command of Jeſus Chriſt, 
&« that I ſhould come unto him. 
1? | << Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt Invites me alſo 
d | In Mat. 11. 28.. Come unto me. © 

S © Thirdly, He hath laid me under ma- 
1 «ny Obligations, to turn.unto him, in 

S ©that he hath Tecovered me from Sick- 
al | © eſs ſo often, .and now given mea cu- 
Jis | © rtous Study. 
_ ** Fourthly, In that I have vow d unto 
24 | © the Lord, if he would do ſoand fo for 
11 8 <<me, 1 would make a ſolemn Covenant 
ly | © with him, and endeavour to ſerve him. 
ld } And again elſewhere. 

* *<*©* ©. that God would help me to ſeek 
oe. | © Him while I -am Towg! O that he 

g ©<would give unto me His Grace ! How- 
his & © ever I will lay my ſelf down at his 
8s | | Feet. If he Save me, I ſhall be happy 
od & <© for ever; if he Damn 'me, I muſt Juſti- 
ks s © fie him. O thou Son of God, have mercy 
*.  <onrme! I know not what to ſay, bat 1 
res |. © will take thee at thy Word : Thou 
nin & © fayſt, Come unto mc ;. my Soul anſwers, 
of 8 © Lord, at thy Command I will come. 
-k. 3 He thus continued followins hard after. 
ers | G04, enjoying and anſwering many ſtrive-. 
| mes of his Holy Spirit until he was about 
| Fourteen Years Old. 

"In + this time he did not. a little acqu naint 
<< 'B 3 himſelf ; 
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himſelf with profitable Godlineſs, being fre- 
quent and Fervent in his Prayers to God 
- uþon all occaſions, and carefull not only 
to hear Sermons, but allo to conſider af- 
ter them what Improvement he ſhould make of 
what he heard. Not only his Prayers, but his 
Praiſes too now took notice of even the 
{malleſt Aﬀairs before him. ' I know not 


whether you can ſee any thing Childiſh, 1. 


am ſure 1 ſee ſomething ſer1ovs, in a paſ- 


1 ſage or two that ſhall ferch out of his 


Diary, written when he was about Thir- 
reen years old : On March 13. he wrote, 
This day I recerved of my Father, that fa- 


mous Work, The Biblia Polyglorta, for which 


1 deſire to praiſe the Name of God: Again 
"> . 

on June 29. he wrote, This day my Brother 
gave me Schindlers Lexicon,a Book for which 


1 had not only longed much, but alſo prayed 


unto God: Bleſſed be the Lords Name for it. 


The Thoughts of Death alfo now found 


a Lodging in his Heart, and heRebuked 


himſelf becauſe he had been ſo much 


without them. | Tho at this Age for the 
- Moſt part, Perſons think of any thing, eve- 
7y thing more than of cher dying day. And 
his writings diſcovered himfelt peculiarly 


affefted with that Ancient Hiſtory (or 4po- 


logue.) of him who after a diſſolute and 
ungodly Youth, going to repent in Age, 
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| heard 


of Mr. Nathanael Mather. 233. 
heard that Voice from Heaven to hith, 
Des ills Fur furem cut dedifts Farinam : The | 
Devil had thy Flower, and thon ſhalr not 
bring thy Bran to me : 

Self-Examination was alſo become one of 
his Employments ; and once particularly 
in one of his Diaryes, he does: thus ex-. 
preſs himſelf. 

__ Aprll 8. 1683. 

** This Morning 1 was much caſt down 
<«< with the ſenſe of my Vileneſs. I Ex-- 
* amin'd, 

«1, What Sins I had that were P9L 
{© Mortified ;. 1. My ſin of 'Pride. 2. My 
«in of Unthakfulnejs 3. My not im- 
** proving the means of Grace, as I ought-. 
«to do. | 

* Il. What Graces | find necd of. 1.C97- 

* erting and Regenerating Grace. 2. Hu- 

ts for my many Sins againſt ſuch 

*a good God as the Lord 1s. 

'©* HI. What Aercies T had receited, 
© for gn I deſire to bleſs the Lords ' 
*Name. 1, He hath given me to be 

* born of Godly Parents, 2. Þ have al- 

*ways had the means of Grace lengthen'd' 
I out unto me; 3. The Lord hath gra- 
| * cionſly pleaſed to give me ſome anſwers. 
"of Prayer. 1. As to the lengrtining our” 

Of oy Health. 2. As to'the Increaſe 
B 4 AX ol 
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'% of my Library, What ſhall 1 render to 
« the Lord for all, bis loving kindneſs 
« towards me?! I reſolved to Degicare my | 


<« {ejf wholly tro God and his Service. 
And he did accordingly. 


' This Year did not roll about, before he 


had in a manner very ſolemn entred. in- 
to Coverant with God. This weighty 


. and awful thing was rot raſhly done by 


bim, or in a ſudden Flaſh and Pang of 
Devotion : He thought, he read, he wrore, 
and he prayed not a little befare this Glo- 
rious Tranſation between God and him, 
and upon Mature Deliberation, he judged 


- it moſt adviſeable for him to make his 


Covenant with God as Explicit as Writing 
and S:gning could render it; thar fo ir 
might [leave the more Impreſſion upon his 
Heart and Life, and be an Evidence like- 
wiſe, which in Temptation or Deſertion, 
he might have recourſe: unto : Wherefore 
he ſet apart a Time for (I think) ſecret 
Faſiino and Prayer before the Lord, and 
then behold how this Young 44m count- 
ing it high time for him to be bound out 
unto ſome ſervice, took a courſe for it : 
He ſubſcribed an holy Covenant, of. which 
this was the matrer, this. the Form. 

#: The Covenant between God and my 

7D ; OO 1 « Soul 
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"— Mr. - Narkarmel Mather. 4 


& Soul, renewed, confirmed, and figned, 

& Nov. 22. 1683. 

y | « Whereas not only the Commands of 
« Ged, [who hath often called upon me, 
© by his Word preached, to give up my 
ec ſelf; both Body and Soul, to be at his 

£ « Diſpoſal , which tall by the publick 

- | © Miniſtry, were enough to engage me 

y BE © unto this] but alſo the Chriſtian Rebi- 

y || © gion which I profeſs, and my Bapriſm in 

of | © which 1 took the Lord to be my God, 

te <«< and promiſed to Renounce the Werld, 

- | © the Fleſh, and the Dewi, and to dedi- 

n, <« cate my ſelf unto the Serwtce, Work, and 

dl © W/ill of God, do bind me hereunto; In 

is i ©* that God 1s ſuch z God as deſerves this, 

10 *© yea infinitely more than this, at my 

ic © hands; my Creator, the F ountain of my 

is | © Being; my Preſerwer, my Benefa&tor, 

c- i *ff my Lord, my Soveraign, my Judge ; 

N, « He in whoſe Hands my Life, my Breath, 

re | © and all my concerns are ; He that doth 

et il <*protet# me from all Dangers, and ſupply 


nd «me in all wants, ſupport me under all 
t- | ©** Burdens, and diret me in all ſtreights 3 
ut | © He. alone that can make me happy or 
t: © miſerable ; He alone that can ſave me 
ch | ** or dann me ; He alone that' can give 


«inward Peace and Foy, that is my 
_ Friend, my. God ; 1: 4d Self-Dedica- - 
tion | 


; 6 The Life'and Death . 
-- © tion is the .Creatdres Advancement ;' 


«ting upon me a Gloriouſneſs and Excel- 
 Elency.. | S WT 
 * In that Felicity hereafter depends up- 


"**on my dedicating of my ſelf unto God 


<c now. | | | 
* In that This Is _ the higheſt piece 
' * of Gratitude | am capable of expreſſing 


< unto God, 'and 1 know no better way 


«ro Obey the Wil of God, than firſt to 
_ Eoive np my ſelf unto him. | 

« And whereas the Mercies which the 
© Lord hath been pleaſed graciouſly to 
&« beſtow upon me, are ſo many, that 
. E*eyen bare morality, doth ſhew nie that 
. ET can never enough requite .one that 


« hath done ſo much for me, except by - 


oc 639110 Hh 11 ſelf wholly to him. 

'S ET." [1669] | 
« !Vhereas God hath given me a Godly 

&« Father and Mother, | 


[1674] : 
&« Jn that when I was like to dye, being 


<« twice ſick of a Feaver, God was plea- | 


<« {eq to bleſs means for my Retovery, 


#* © and lengthen out the Thread of my Life. | 


C1675] | 


, 


c« Whereas, when | by an Accident fell”. 


i 


<& Jown, and had like to have been depri- ' 
ba Ar #3 3 rg \ To ved 
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& ved of the- uſe of my 7onoue, God was 
< in his good Providence graciouſly plea- 
** ſed to give me the uſe of it. 

[1678] 

& V/hereas, when | was fick of the Small- 
& Pox, God was pleaſed to bleſs means 
© for my Recovery. 

&« {Phereas, then I made Promiſes unto 
© God, that if he would give me my 
py Kealth, I would endeavour to become 
«<a New Creature, and he hath done ſo - 
<« for theſe five Years > And whereas God 
' hath of late bcen beiiowing many and 

« wonderful mercies upon me, What can 
© ] ao leſs than abve 9 ny [elf "Oy to: 
* bum ? 

«Which now I &o. ES, 25 

« And, O Lord God, I beſeech thee 
©<to ACCEPT of thy Poor Prodigal, now 
« proſtrating of himſelf before thee. 1 
© confeſs, O Lord, I have ' fallen from 
* thee by my Iniquity, and am by nature 
bo Son of Hell ; but of thy Infinite Grace 

*© thou haſt promiſed Mercy to me in- 
« Chriſt, if I will but turn unto thee with 
* all my Heart : Therefore upon the Call 

<< of thy Goſpel, 7 come. in, - and from 
« the bottom of my Beart | renounce all 
« thy Enemies ; with whom I confeſs I 
5 have wickedly lided againſt thee, rw | 
£ 

y 


18 _ Life and Death * 
«ly Conenanting with thee, not to allow || cc 
<« my ſelf in any known Sin, but con- |} «c 
<« ſctentiouſly to. ule all means which || « 
« £n1w thoy haſt preſcribed, for the ut- }} «c 
<« ter de{trutton of all my Corruptions. T: 
« And whereas | have inordinately let ||| cc 
« oat my AfﬀeCtions upon the . World, I FF << 
< here reſign my - Heart unto thee that |} « 
© made it ; humbly Proteſting before thy | «c 
vY Glorious Majeſty, that ir is the. firm || «cc 
&« Reſolution of my Heart (and that I do |} « 
be ', unfeignedly deſire Grace from thee, that }} «c 
* when thou ſhalt call me thereunto, I | cc 
« may put in prafice my Reſolution) |} «c 
* through thine Aſſiſtance, to forſake all N «« 
<« that is dear unto me in the World, ra- || «c 
< ther than to turn from - thee to the |} « 
| « ways of fin ;, and that I. will watch againſt F «« 
We -----5 all it's Temptations, whether of Proſperi- || «« 
34 « zy or Adverſity, leſt they ſhould with- 
« draw my Heart from thee, beſeeching cc 
& thee to help me.  - cc 
<« | renounce all my own' Righteouſneſs, | « 
<< and acknowledge that of my ſelfl am }} «« 
< helpleſs and undone, and without Righ- || «« 
© teouſnels. . c« 
© And whereas, of thy bottomleſs Mer- | «« 
© cy, thou haſt offer'd to- accept of me, | « 
© and to be reconciled to me, and to | 
"ne my God, through Chriſt, if [ would 
accept 


FI SOR 
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© accept of thee, I do this day ezouch 
«hee to be the Lord my God. I doihere 
& take the Lord 7ehovah, Father, Son, and 


{ © Holy Ghoſt, for my portion and chief 


« Good, and do give up my ſelf body ' 
<« 5nd Sox! for thy Servant, promiſing to 
«endeavour to ſerve thee in Rightcouſneſs 
«nd Holineſs. I do here alto on the 
«© hended knees of my . Soul, accept of 
« the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the only and 
<« living Way, by which Sinners may have | 
& accels to thee, and do here joyn my 
« ſelf in a arriave-Covenant with him, 
« 0 Lord Jeſus, I come to thee, hun- 
<« pry, poor, miſerable, blind, ard na- 
© ked: and a molt: loathſome Creature, 
& a condemned MalefaCtor : Who am TI, 
<« that 1 ſhould be married unto the Kino of 
*Glory / rn FE 

&« 1 do accept of thee for my Head and 
<« Husband, and embrace thee in all thy 
« Offices. I renounce my own nrorthineſs, 
© 2nd do chooſe thee the Lord my Righte- - 
&« ouſneſs. | do renounce my own W:ſ- 
« 42m, and do takethine for my Guide. I 
* take thy Will for my Will, and thy 
«* Word for my Law. I do here willing-. 


& ly put my Neck under thy Toke; I'do_ - 
| **fubſcribe to all. thy Laws as holy, juſt, 
* and good z and do promiſe to take them 
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& 38 the Rule of my Thoughts, Words and 
| * Aftions ;, but becauſe .I am ſubject to | , 
«< many failinss, through frailty ; I do here / 
*< protelt, here betcre thee, that unallow- N -, 
& ed miſcarrtazes, contrary to the conitant 27 
& bent of my Hearc, ſhall not difanull Fj; 


Nene) Tak 
this everlaſting Covenant, a 
Nathanael Mather. Gf 

| 7 


It may juſtly be taken for granted, that FI >, 
ſoch a work as this, would have an influ- F 
ence into! his Converſation afterwards 3 
and / #t had, producing in him, a Conver- | 
fation which vecame the Goſpel of Chriſt, He 
kept waiting upon God, not only in the | « 
Family, but alſo nnder the Miniſtry of two 
that were near a Kinn nnto him; namely, Fo 
his Father and his Brother, whereby the 
Grace thns begun in him was not a lit= Fo 
tle cheriſhed and promoted: And unto F -, 
all kzown ſms he now Kept ſaying, as I NF 

« find once in Short-hand written by him. h 
To my 'Luſts. | R 

T have had Communion with you all this G 
while, but I dare not have -ſo any longer : Bp 
Wherefore I rezounce all Communion with you Þ - 
any more; 1 will cleave to the God that made me. v 

_- Bat a Year or two after this, it, was with a: 
him, as I have obſerved it is. too - com- 5 
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monly with ſuch as are Converted betimes 
unto God. An unhappy gradual Apoſta- 
cy carried him afide from thoſe degrees 
of ſeriouſncls and intenſeneſs in divine 
things, waich he had been uſed unto : 
*Tis poſlible an entanglement in a Famt- 
larity . with ſome that were no better 
than they ſhould be, did abate of the 
£o0d ſavour which hed been upon him, and 
decoy him by inſenſible ſteps to lome vanities. 
(tho- not to any ſcandalous immoralities) 
that were difadvantageous to him. For 
divers months he ſeemed ſomewhat, yet 
not zorally, mach lefs finally, forſaken: of 
that Wiſdom and Yertue which he had be- 
tore been an Example of ; but the good 
Spirtt of God will not let go his /zrereſt 
In a Soul of which he hath taken a 
iaving hold. This Young Man ſoon en- 
tertained juſt reſentments of his own 
declentions, and it was. impoſſible for 
the moſt Badger-toorh*d malice in the 
World to aggravate any of his Errors 
half ſo much as he did himſelf in his own 
Repentance for them. In the Year 1685. 
God viſited hita with ſore Terrors and 
Horrors in his wounded Soul, the anguiſh 
whereof he thought intollerable ; yet he 
made - pot his condition known to_*any 
Body all the while. He- could ſay, My 

Me _. conplaime 
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22 The Life and Death _., 
complaint is not to man, but he made it 
. unto the Lord ;- This poor- man cryed and 
the Lord 'heard, and delivered him out of 
bis diftreſſes. . He arrived in time unto 
ſome ſettlement- and renewal of his Peace 
with God : He confeſſed and bewailed his 

own fins before the Lord, and declared 
- his deteſtation of them, and applyed 
- himſelf unco the Lord Jeſus Chrilt for 
Salvation from them all. Good terms be- 
ing thus eltabliſh'c berween the Almigh- 
ty Lord and this Immortal Soul, he 
maintained, I think, a conſtant and an 

even Walk, with God, until- he dyed. -I 

find now that Language in his MSS: Let 

me be as attive a Servaut of Chriſt, as I 

was of Satan heretofore. For more than the 

three laiF years of his -Life, he lived at a 

ſtrange rate. for Holineſs and ' Gravity, 
- and. retired Devotions. He read Mr. 

Scudders Chriſtians daily walk, and ' Dr. 

Owen of Spiritual- Mindedneſs, and 'had- a 

reſtleſs raging Agony in his Mind: until 

the Methods of Religion adviſed by thoſe 
worthy Men, were ' Exemplified in his 


own Behaviour.: ?Tis a note in one of | 


_ his Diaries. , TT | 
&® O my great «7profirableneſs under the 

£* meansof Grace ! I have cauſe to bleſsGod 
_ © for ever for the Writings of that never 
| _ enough 
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ſo ſtrongly, when he had no Example before 
| | GC 


«enough - to be admired and loved by 
6 me, Dr. Reynolds, and for the Light I have 
<« received thereby, concerning the ſinful- 
&« neſs of Sin; as alſo that excellent Book 
« of .him whomT ſhall always honour, Dr. 
&« Owen of. Spiritual-mindedneſs, and Mr. 
&« Scudders Chriſtians daily iValk, by which 
© three Books I have profited more than ' 


_ «hy any other (S. Scripturis exceptis) in 


« the World. 

- He was at firſt ſurprized, at the mea- 
ſure of Spiritual-mindedneſs, without which 
that great Saint, Dr. Owen ! apprehends 
the Life and Peace of Souls to labour un- 
der prejudice; and he thought a Mind 
ſwallowed up in ſuch Heavenly Frames . 
and Works as were needful thereunto, 
almoſt wholly to be deſpair'd of; until 
(as himſelf a few hours before: he dyed 
{aid 'unto me) he deem'd he ſaw an In- 
ſtance of ſuch a Walk, with God, not ve- 
ry far from the place of his abode: To 


- which purpoſe his reſerv'd Papers have 
' a large Diſcourſe, of which this is in the 


Concluſion : There might be a-oreatce Pro- 
greſs in Religion, than 1s commonly thought 


for. What have I Exainples for, but toimi- 


tate them? Abraham 1s fam'd for believing 


him: 
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ſuth opportunities may- not arrive to as high 
a pitco in Chriſtianity, as any that 1 have 
known. He then in the ſirenzerh and thro 


. the Love of God ſet himſelf into a way. 


of- ſtrict, ſecret, laborions Devotion ; 
whereby 'th6 none but God and He fll'd 
the Theatre, which he acted upon, he 
would be iz the Fear of the Lord all the 
. daylong, He withdrew from the delights 
of this World, and gave . himſelf up to 
an' afſiduous Comtempl. .tton of God and 
"Chriſt, and a 'ſedulons endeavour after 


utmoſt. conformity unto him : Thus he. 


kept abounding in the Work, of the | Lord, 


nntil three: Years of wonderful Holineſs 


had ripened him for eternal Happineſs. 
| My Aecount of him will be an »finiſh- 
ed Piece, unleſs all the enſuing ſtrokes 
go to make it up. Theſe things he was 
Exemplary for. 
Firſt; He was one that walked by RULE, 


He was very Studions to learn the way 
of converſing with God in every Duty, 


and there was a Rule wherein he attend- 
ed {till unto, 

In his:-private Papers, 1 find a wiſe 
ColleCtion of Rules; by. which he govern- 
ed himſelf in the ſeveral Duties of Chri- 
| Rianity, 


him : 'Let- me try and way whether I having . 
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ſtianity, and in all the Seaſons and Sra- 
tions of his Life. He conſulted the beſt 
Authors for Inſtruction in the Afﬀairs. of 
rattical Religion, and not into Paper on- 
ly, but into io to be tranſcribed 
what he moſt approved ; in all which 

The Will of God was the bright Pole-$Star 
by which he ſeer'd his Courſe. ; 
The Reader ſhall exjoy (and O that 
he would follow) twoof this Young Mans 
Dire&ories, One of them was this. 

*< IL.O that I might lead a Spiritual Life ! 
* Wherefore let me regulate my Life by 
<the Word of God and by ſuch Scriptures 
<< 25 theſe. 

«1. For regulating my Thoughts, Jer. 4. 
* I4- 1a. 55. 7. al. 3. 17. Pſal. 104. 34- 
& Phil.4.8. Prov. 23. 26. Deut. 15. 9. Ecele/. 

lf © 10.20. Prov.24. 9.. Mat. 9. 4. Zech. 8.17. 
<2. For regulating my Afﬀettions,Col.z. 
© 2.5. Gal. 5. 24. = 

* For my Delight, Pſal. 1. 2. Pſal. 37.5. 
** For my Foy, Phil. 4. 4. Pſal. 43. 4. My 
*© Deſire, Iſa. 26. 8, 9. Ezck. 7.16. My 


ll © love, Mat. 22. 37. Pſal. 119. g7. My Ha- 


&« ted, Pſal. g7. 10. My Fear, Luke 12. 4, 

© 5. My Hope, Pſal: 39. 7. My Truſt, Pal. 
© 62. 8. 1/4. 26. 4. ' | 

&.. For regulating my Speesh, Eph. 4- 

| C 2 ge 
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b 29, Col. 4.6. Dent. 6.6, 7. Pſal. 119. 46. 
&« Pſal..71. 8. 24. Prov. 34.26. 

&« .. For regulating my Work, Tir. 3.8. © 
« , Tim. 2.12. 1 Tim.$.10. Titus 2.14. | 
« Mat. 5. 47: 1Tim. 6. 8. Rev. 3. 2. 
&« Rom.13.12.. Atts 26. 20. 

Another of them was form'd into an | 
Hymn, the ſinging of which might pro-f  * 
duce freſher and ſtronger Eforrs of Soul if * * 
towards the thing that i good. 


It ſhall be here inſerted. X ; 
: | 
&« 7 ord, what ſhall I return unto | *\ 


« Him from whom all my mercies flow ? 


6 (1. "To me to live, it Chrift ſhall be IN ®: 


« For all I do Ile do for Thee. th 
Led - 
«<(1I.) My Queſtion ſhall be oft beſide, I 

«K How thou mayst moſt be Glorifi' d ? kd 

 «(1II.) EI will not any Creature Love; P; 

&« But in the love of Thee above, to 


©(IV,) Thy Will I will embrace for mine, 0! 


© And every management of thine al 
= © Shall pleafe me. (V) A Conformity | © 
F © To Thee ſhall be my Aim and Eye. tt 


(VI) Eja- 


TY : | 
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«(VI.) Ejacilations ſhall aſcend 


© Not ſeldom from me. (VII) Ile attend 


© Occaſional Reflettions, and. 
p Turn all to Goldthat comes to hand. 


*(VIIL.) And in particular among h 
* My Cares, Ile try to.make my Tongue 
© A Tree of "Life, by ſpeaking, all .. 
© As be accountable who ſhall. 


© (IX.) But laft, nay firſt of all, 1 will 

© Thy Sor my Surety make and. ſtill. 
© Implore him, that he would me bleſs 
With Serength as well as Righteonſneſs. 


Beſides theſe Rules which concerned his 
whole Walk, he Treaſur'd up many more, 
that referr'd to this and that ſeep in its 
and it was the predaminant care. and 
watch of his Heart, not to tread awry : 
Thus .one might. ſee 2 Sktful Chriſtian in 
him. And as he was deſirous to live by 
Precept , ſo he was to live by Promiſe 
too. 

He fell into : a particular conſiderati- 
on, how to improve the Promiſes of God in 
all the Occaſions. of life ; which' is indeed 
one of the moſt Janttiying Exerciſes in 
the World. 

C3 It 
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It was a Propoſal which I find he made 
unto himſelf. 
©Let me- ſalute theſe Promiſes once a 
6 Gay: 
© 1. For ſupplying the wants of the 
«gay, Phil. 4.. 19. , 
*2. For Growth in Grace, Hoſ. 14. 5. 
* 3. For ſubduing my ſons, Mic. 7. 19. 
hs "g- ſucceſs in my undertakings, 
£ Pſal. L; 
a For torning all the Events of the 
day for ;gbod, Rom. 8. 28. 
*6: For Andience of my Prayers, Fol 
M4 T1. 
©7. For ſtrength to manage all the 
ork of the day, Zech. 10, 12. ' © 
” <8. For diretion in difficulty, Pſah 32. 


; © For Life Eternal, Luke 12. 31, John J, 
<6. 

' Beſides theſe two, Ma. 11. 28, and 
Ia. 44 3: 

Certainly that Man muſt quickly grow 
another Enoch, who does thus Walk with 
God. 

Secondlly, He. was one that lived in 


PRAYER. He was oft and long in thelfſ 


Mount with God : It was his Cuſtom eve- 
Ty day to-enter into: bis Cloſer, and ſbut 


ht 


of Mr. Nathanael Mat 29 
his. door, andFray to his Father in. ſecret. 
And I gueſs from ſome of his Writings, 
a | that he did thus no. leſs than rhrice a 

day, when he met with no Obſtruttion 
he I in it : Nor did he Slubber over his Pray- 

ers with haſty Amputations, but wreſtle 
5 || in them for a good part of an hour to- 
9. | Ether. $a 
$, It was a moſt refreſhing Communion 
' 0 with God, which. his Devotions;broughe 
ne | $im: ſometimes unto. ' Thus in one of his 

Diaries. Gs pre Engg? 


Dec. 10. 


<<]. prayed earneſtly unto God,  ear- In theMar 

2, * neſtly Petitioning that Jeſus ., Chriſt gin he +; 
<« might be my compleat Redeemer. There wow Ro 

3. « was immediately ſomething that did as _ er A 
& 3x. were. perſwade me it ſhould be ſo. . © 


OY 
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Again, Ang. I9; ; 291 


| My Thoughts were ſome |litt]e-while 
| © buſied about the. condeſcention of. Chriff 
inf ©* #7 taking. of bumane Nature on hin z,. but: 


hefſ © for the moſt - part, in Ejaculatiqns, and 
e. | ©A&s of Faith, op a crucified (ah,! ſwept 
wll © Word) Teſu. 1. ſaw 1 gained, not 
_ xe. Ri. 


FE 
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- - « much by thoſe: Wherefore I - addreſ- 
<« ſed my felf to ſolemn Prayer, and had 
<< ſome Afſarance in It.” 


' Once more, Aug. 20. 


«1 was-much affefted. in Prayer, and 
<« exerciſed (I hope) many Acts of Faith, 
« and Love, and Delight in God. I ſeve- 
«ral times was breaking off, but I was as 
& it» were conſtrain'dto go on in the Duty 
« with much enlargement. Lord, anſwer 
 *6 me. for the ſake of Chrilt. 

Thus under the' fig-rree did our Lord 


Jeſas often behold this Nathanael; yea. un- | 


to Prayer he became ſo habituated, that 
| while' others can Sleep in Prayer, he ſome- 
times would pray in ſleep. He records it 
- among his Experiences, that upon aſlaults 
of imagined Temptations, when he has been 
aſleep, he. has quickly been at-Prayer ; and 
ſo cauſed the Phantaſms to leave annoy- 
ing of him. 

' And* Extraordinary prayer was alſo with 
him, not altogether extraordinary. Tho 
he- were'a Bottle that ſeemed incapable 
- of holding it, yet this Wine agreed with 
Him very'well. - As Young as he was, he 
knew the Myſtery of a Soul. ny -by 


faſting, 


s 
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faſting, and thriving by hungring and 


thirſting after Righteouſneſs. He was very 
inquiſitive after the right way to ma- 
nage a Day of Faſting and Prayer, and he 
would ſometimes keep ſnch a day. On 
ſuch a day it was his Cuſtom to make a 
very particular and penitent Confeſſion of 
all the Sins that he could perceive him- 
ſelf guilty of; and renew his Covenant 
with the Holy One of 1ſracl; to this 
End, he had by him in writing a large 
Catalogue of things forbidden and. re- 
quired in the Commandments of God, 
which was the Glaſs in 'which he then 
viewed \ his wayes 3 and having found 
What Achans might. procure troxble to 
him, he then fell to ſtoning of them. 
One may ſhape ſome conjeCture at his 
Humiliations, by the Indignations with 
which - he ſpoke, and wrote of the Ya- 
zities which his Childhood had. I came 
«into the World (faith he in one of the 
Papers penn'd by him+ on a day of ſecret 
Faſting and Prayer, Oftober the 17 1685) 
** without the -/-mage of the Holy God 
*© on my Soul ; my Underſtanding, my. 
* Will, my Aﬀe&ions, and my whole Sout 
* were: altogether depraved, and wound- 
**ed. When very Townrg I went aſtray 
gs © from 
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'_*fromGod, and my Mind was altogether 
« taken with vanities and follits ; ſuch as 
<« the remembrance of them doth greatly 
& 2baſe my Soul within me. Of the ma- 
« nifold Sins which then I was guilty of, 
< none ſo ſticks upon me, as that being 
&« yery young, I was whithing on the Sabbath- 
&« Jay; and for fear of being ſeen, I did 
& it behind the door. - A great Reproach 
&< of God ! A Specimen. of that. Atheiſm 
«that I brought into' the World with 
© me! - 
 This.was more than the more meagre 
and feeble ſort of Chriſtians, though much 
older than be, are us*d to do. But paulo 
majora ! There was. a Sublimer way of 
drawing near to God, Which he was not 
willing to leave unattempted. He un- 
derſtood that ſecret days of Thanksgiving 
 _hadnot [ccanſcer 67, Ef by ſome whom 
, -he deſigned 'to imitate; and therefore he 
would make ſome Eſſays for ſuch an Inti- 
mate Fraition of God, and Generous Devo- 
tjoz to him, as would fill ſuch days as 
thele. EY Sn - 
Hencethis 1 find among the Records of 
his Soul : | 
<« Reſolved , To ſet apart_every two 
& Months, a Day for ſolemn RN + 
ds v TILL an 
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& 2nd Meditation, to humble my ſelf; and 
<< every two Months, to keep a Day of 
&« private Thanksgiuing. Eb oe 

But though his Prayers were chiefly iz, 
yet they were not confined: 70 his Cloſer; 
There were divers Private Praying Aect- 
ings of younger- People in North-Bofton, 
which he viſited as often as he could ; 
and one of thoſe might peculiarly be cal- 
led His. Yea, {it was his deſire, though 
with as little aim, zo be ſeen of men, as 
could be, to ſupport all ſuch opportuni- 


| ties of Good among them, that were. of 


the ſame age with him. EG 

Wherefore I find this among the Nates 
in his Dwary - : | 

« Queft. What ſhall I do for God? 

& Anſ. it was ſuggeſted to me, to get 
©< ſome of my-Acquaintance to ſpend ſome 
* while every Friday night in Prayer, for 
*© the Succeſs of the Work of Grace in 
«© New-England , eſpecially in Boſton ,, on 
© the Souls of the Riſing Generation. 

' © Let me proponnd this to ſome ſerious 
& devout young Perſons. 
' Thus was his Prayer as it were his 
Breath, and thus he was always fetching 
of it, until at laſt it expir'd in Praiſe, 
Praiſe for 'evermore. To ONE 
| Thirdly, 


'd 
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Thirdly, He was one that Thought much 
of his GOD, and bis END. There was 
a ſort of Heaven formed in the juft Soul of 
this Young-man, by the Thoughts that were 
- continually ſparkling there. He had an 


unpacifiable DiſſatisfaCtion at himſelf un- 


til good Thoughts were lodg'd in him, and 
vain ones were forced to gnaſh their teeth, 
and: melt away: Nothing would content 
him, but the bringing of his Thoughts mo 
a Subjeftion to the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Where- 
fore he chew'd much on the excellent Ser- 
mon of Mr. Charnock, about Thoughts ; 
which he wrore out not only with his hand, 
but;jn his hearr , and made it the very 


Monld of his gracious Mind. - There are 


- none, but. very Renew'd Souls, that are at 
great pains in a courſe of Meditation on 
the things of God. Yet this Young-man, 
like another 7/aac, was grown very ex- 
pert at it, and frequent in it. It was his 
manner in the Morning to medttare very 
ſeriouſly and fixedly upon ſome Truth, or 
ſome Text, for a good part of an hour 
together. He had collefted a good va- 
riety of Subje#s and Scriptures to handle in 
thus communing with himſelf, and went 
over more than a little Divinicy in this 
tranſcendent Exerciſe, Sometimes, m_- 
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thus he ſeparated himſelf to.inter meddle with 
all wiſdom , 1 find him committing his 
Thoughts, or iome breviate of them, unto- 
the durable cuſtody of his Papers ; from 
which Memoirs I will produce bur an In- 
ſtanice or two of many. | 


Auguſt 16. 1685. 


© XMed. about, The reaſon I have to love 
« God ; becauſe of what he has been to 
« me, and what he is in himſelf. And [I 
< thought, Is not God the Beſ# Good ? 
<« Surely then he is worthy to be my 
« Laſt End. Has he not been ſhewing 
« many Mercies to me ? and what! ſhall 
« 1 not relign- up my ſelf to LZzve unto 
« God, becauſe of his goodneſs to me? 


© Much affected with the thoughts of theſe 


& things : And, I hope, I cloſed with the 
«© Motion. 


Again, Ofober 1. 


« Meditated on that ; If a Man does in- 
«end to be truly Religious, be muſt expe ro 
& {ave his Soul. 

& But how can this be true ? | 

* Muſt I loſe my Body altogether ? 
ns - «© Muſt 
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« Maſt 1 be willing that the Union he- 
* tween my Body and Soul ſhould for eyer-= 
& more be looſed ? 

<« Muſt I be willing to be for ever with- 
« out a Body | e No, no. 

« All that the Lord requires of me, is, 
<« to have my Body for a few days or years 
« (a few I ſay, for they cannot be many,) 
© tobe wholly at the ſervice of my Soul, 
& and to be willing that the UVnzor between 
&« thoſe two Mates, then ſhould be diſſol- 
©«yed; the Soul firſt taking its progreſs 
& into everlaſting Bliſs ; the Body being 
<« laid in the. Duſt, to riſe at the Reſur- 
* reftion, accompanying the Soul Into its 

'& eternal Felicity. 

<« My preſent Notion of this king, þ is 
<& this : 

<© This Diſſo{ution of the Union between 

- © the Soul and Body, 1s but a Diſmiſſion of | 
© the Spirit into its happineſs , after a 
& weariſom conflict here. And as long as 
©< jt ſhall 'be beſt for me to be here, here 

"© ] ſhall continue: Infinite Wiſdom i 15 to 
© be the Orderer of this ; and it will be 
<« 2grievous and ſhameful refleCtion there- . 
&« upon, for me to ſay, 1t will be berter for 
© ,ne to live, 'then to die, at ſuch A time 
©« Lam called thereunto. - 

Fn « With 


of Mr. Nathanael Mather. 3+ 
« With my Body I muſt expect to loſe. 
« 11 .the pleaſant Enjoyments of - this 
£ World, Liberty, Library, Study, and Re- 
« /arions. But yet neither ſhall I loſe theſe. 
* as for my Liberty, by. True Religion, 
© and by Dying for it too, when need 
© requires, I ſhall gain the only Liberey, 
© even from the body of (in. - | 
« As for my Library, 1f I die for Chriſt, 

© or iz the Lord, I ſhall have no need -of 
«it, My Underſtanding ſhall be enough 
© enlarged, and I fhall not need to turn 
© over Books for Learning. As for my 
* Study (my Paradice) I ſhall have a bet- 
(ter , a larger, and a more compleat 
© than this. 
s « As for my Relations, thoſe of them 
* that are cruly pious, I ſhall only go before. 

n F< them; and if there ſhould be' any, of 
f M&* them nat pjovs, the longer I ſhould ſtay 
a F< with them here (if they continue im- 
s F< penitent) it would but make my Grief 
e MF more intolerable, to think when I leave 
o IF them, that 7 ſpall have no hopes to ſee 
e ME them again for ever. 
,- I <* Butthis is not all neither, — 
ir « My Body muſt be uſed as the Souls I- 
e I ffrument ;, and here all that ffrengeb and. 
* caſe which I have, muſt be uſed for the 
Soul : 
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« Soul : And truly there is reaſon enough 
« for it, that ſo there may be eternal hap- 
6 pineſs for both together. 

« In Marriage, the Husband and Wife 
& ſhould have the ſame deſien. Would it ill c 
<< not be inhumane, for the one to haveÞ «« 
&« a deſign which tends to the ruine of thell 
<« other? Juſt ſo my Sou! and Body ſhould 
<< have the ſame deſign; and the Body being 
& the more vile of. the :wo, ſhould be ſub- 
5 or«linate to the Sol. And it is a nece- 
* ſary disjunCtion, ether the Body , the «: 
&« ſtrength, and eaſe, and members of ir,l © 
<« muſt be uſed for the 900d, or for the ſa 
© hurt of the Soul ; there is no medium he 
& here. | 

* Let me then herein make my Boaſ ;4 
« uſeful to my Soul, in accompliſhing all x; 
&« the good deſigns of it, which ir is capable 
« of being intereſted in. od 

« Nor is there any thing elſe worth 
« ſpeaking of that mult be foregone, ex-iſ 1, 


& cept health, and the momentaneouſneſs of of 
« 21] bodily Torments » will make ren 1 
©* very tolerable. te! 
hy My Reſolutions be, b 


& That I will not expect , by devo-iſb 
© ting my ſelf unto. the tear of God, tofl gf 
* gain 
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bam any thing. as tO my Body '1n this 
LC World. .. GE . 110 ws FIFTH! 37; 

<« That through the Grace :of Chriſt, .I 
«will uſe the ſtrength, eaſe, health of my. 
cc Body, yea my. whole Body,in:Subordinetion 
*to..my Soul, in the Service of -the Lord 
Fews: =. i 


Wirth ſuch Meditations as theſe; he kept 
mellowing of his own Soul, and: preparing 
it for the [tate wherein Fa#h 1s turned into 
Sight. RE Ve: 
But there was yet a more delightful ahd 
ſurprizing way of Thinking, after which 
he,did aſpire. He conſidered , that the 
whole Creation was full of Good ; and 
that there was not a Leaf of Graff in the - 
Field, which might not make an Obſerver 
to be ſenſible of the Lord. - He apprehethd- 
ed that the idle Mines of our Lives wete 
many more than. a ſhort liver. ſhould. af- 
low: That the very Filings of Gold, and 
of Time, -were exceeding, precious z' and, 
that there were little. fragmenrs,of hoursijtt- 
tervening hetween our more: ſtated -buſi- 
neſſes ,- wherein Thoughts of God wigttt 
be no leſs pleaſant than frequent; with vs. 
_. The Eleganr. and Excellent; Meditations 
of Sir Wilkam Walker , ; had . particularly 

0D. aiteted. 
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affefted him intv a commendable :Emmla- 
tion of them ; and hence he did attempt 
to make even the more common and more 
trbvial occnrrents of hamane Life, the oc- 
caſions of: Great Thoughts within him. He 
would with the Chymiſiry of Occaſional Re- 
fledtions, Diſtill [able Grker from earthly 
Bodies ;, and from the view of mean things, 
fill his nobly imployed Mind with Leſſons 
and Prayers, which only the Father of Spirits 
was a Witnels to. 

Some of theſe his. Occaſional Refleions 
I find in his private Papers; and one or 
two, for a taſte, I will ve peak wy Reader's 
OPONF of. 


F:: Jan 8. A.M. 


- 66; Being about to riſe, -I felt the cold in 
©2'manner extraordinary-; which inclin'd 
© me to.iſcek -more warmth i in my Bed be- 
*< fore I roſe; but ſo 'extream was the 
* cold, thar-this was not feafible : Where- 


s fore I refolved to dref my ſelf without 


© any. more'ado-z and ſo going to-the 
© Fite In my Cloaths, I ſoon became warm 
© enough. © 

<6 Turir. this; O O iy Soul, intoan uſeful 


wy Medication... "There isa necellity of my 
$532 riſing 
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& ;fhg out of ty Bed, the Bed'of Secnriry 
« which I am under the power of, and 
& to ie unto Chriſt, and'to walk in the 
« Light. | | 
_ © In order hereunto, I muſt pnt on my 
** poor Soul the Garments which are to. be 
* had from the Lord Jeſus. To awaken 
«* me out of my ſleep, and my ſecurity, 1 
«am to ſet before me the Sz , the Golſ- 
* pel of the Sx of righteouſneſs doth in- 
* lighten my mind, and tell me, that I 
* was before muffled up in darkref; and 
« that if I continued therein, I1 ſhould 
«* ſtarve and periſh. I am alſo taught, That 
© when Meti are convinced of their miſerable 
* condition, they will rather endeavour 
*to Eaſe, and comfort and cheriſh them- 
* ſelves by ſomething 7 themſelves, than 
pitt on the ſpiritual - Garments which 
* the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has provided fot 
* them. An Evil to be by me avoided. 


Again, another time. 


* Upon Water taken from the Fire, [ 
* ſaw -8 m—_— quickly ſeize ; like 
* the frame of Spirit, which many Pre- 
* tehders to Religion have after a glorious 
* and affeftionate Profeſſion of it. Of this 

29. DJ'3. **ſ{ort 


v I 4 


a2 - | The Life antt Death. © 

©< fort were ſame .among; the Laodiceans.of 
© old; which *is exceedingly: diſpleaſing 
© to the Lard Jeſus Chriſt : Whence it 15 
* that he ſaith, 7 nill ſpew thee out of my 
& mouth. Let me endeavour to beware 
« of this hateful: and odious frame of Spi- 
<< rit; ' and Jet the contrary thereto be 
©« my defire, my endeavour. 


_ Once more. 


<©« Among ſome Gentlemen that were 
« ſitting in a Room illuminated with 2 
& Candle, one beginning to read unto us, 
© there was another Candle brought _unto 
<« him, for his aſſiſtance in it. Which at- 
<< forded me ſach a Meditation as this: 

<«< That thoſe who areito be Teachers off 
<« others, have need of as much light again 
<« 25 ordinary Chriſtians have. They, il 
« any, need a double Portion of the Gifu 
<« that are in other Men; and the helps 0 
« Knowledge that other Perſons have 
« they much more ſhould be furniſh 
« withal. . _ 


« [t was not becauſe they had better Eye 


<«.than him whoſe Office it was to Read 
<« that they needed but: 0ze Candle; whey 
«© he had rwo provided for him; but thi 

| « Work 


RY 
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« Work: incumbent .on him; and rexpeCt- 
ig ee <d from-him was the 'occaſiun; of it. 

5: But I deſign little niore. than a Confir- 
ny mation with an Itl:ftration of my Hiſtory, 
re for which, a touch or two upon every 
pi- Article: will ſerve.. I am now to add, 
be I That . this Young Man had a. Principal 
regard unto the Scriprures for the Sub- 
jects of. his Meditarions, and he: was ve- 
ry expenlive of his Thoughts on the Book 
of God, He was.daily diggihg in the ſ#- 


ereMcred ines, and with delight he fetched 
We | hence Riches better than thoſe of both the 
vs,Wr4ia's;, and he could ſay, O:how.T love thy 
nro[Law ! # 25 my Meditation every day! 


Even in the time of his mortal Sick- 
neſs, he was very angry. at: himſelf it 
he had not heard a Portion of. the Bible 
ead unto _him from day to day. 

Once when he was near his End, a 
good \ part of a day: having pals'd before 
ne. had enjoyed his. zeal of Scripture”; 
he ſaid unto. his: Siſter with. ſome.impati- 
nce,' Alas! what an ungodly life do 1 led ! 
ray 'Coie- and "read my; Bible: to. me 5 and 
read .me the. forty. ninth Pſalm.” Indeed he 
read the Scrighurs: not carſo:ily, - but ve- 
y. deliberately, 'and. conſiderately-;. and 
$5 an- effet of his daing. ſo,: he conld 
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give ſuch an account of the Difficulties in it, 
as the moſt not only of Chriſtians, butof 
Divines too; wanld judge an: Artainment ex- 
traorditary. ' Not long before he dyed, 
he had read over all the lirge and great 
Annotations' on the Bible, lately publiſh- 
ed by Mr..P:ol, and fome other Noncan- 
formiſt. Miniſters ; but having diſpatched 
thoſe two noble Fokos,. he ſaid unto one 
that was intimate with him, Thus have 
I read the Bible, but I have now learnt 4 
better way ! And that way was this. He 
would oblige himſelf in reading to fetch 
a Ncte and a Prayer out of every /erſe 
in all the Bible ;. todwell upon every verſe 
until it had afforded at leaſt one Obſer- 
vation, and' one Ejaculation to him. 

He: imagined. that an incredible deal 
both of Truth and Grace, would in this 
way | make . its imprefſjon upon his 
Mind, (beſides what. Exerciſe; of Wir it 
muſt * have call*d for) and fo moſt cer- 
tainly it would have done ; -but before 


he had made much Progreſs in it, the 


Chariots of God. fetcht him away to that 
place in which a: Zeſ#s is a' Bible to: the 
there perfe Spirits of the Righteous. | 

_ Such a thinking :Perion was he ; and yet 
after ſo. many. kind of Thoughts in the 


\ 


day 
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e | day, he could riot reſt a Night quietly, 
3f _ he compos*d himſelf for ſleeping 
. || by thinking a little more, 

d, He knew: that no better a Man than 


ar} one of the oral Heathens propounded a 
h- Nofturnal Self- Examination, as apart and 
n- || c4x/c of nolittle Wiſdom, and that much 
ed | wore a ſober Chriſtian ſhould endeavour- 
neſl © maintain a good ander/ſavding of him- 
ell felf, by ſuch Niphtly Recolleftions. Whhere- 
bh fore before the Slumibers of the Evening, 
Je this Young Man would put three General 
chil 2ze/iions to himſelf, with divers particu- 
r/eſſ 47 ones that were: ſubordinate thereunto. 
{ell The Queſtions were, 
ji Queſtion. 1. 
Es hat has God' s. Mercy to me been rhis 

ly e 
his Here he ' conſidered what. favours God 

i nad newly ſ{mil'd upon his 7ward, or his 
+ it 0#tward man withal. 
cots Queſtion 2. 
Ea | Whathas my Carriageto God been this aay 2 
thei - Here he conſidered what Zrames, hel 
thai words and works, and what ' ſnaves- and ſe LF ns 
the] ®© had - newly been concerned with: 

, Queſtion 3. ' 
Lye If. I ” this night, is oy Immortal Spir 
wm. 7 EY 
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Of- this he ' judged 'by his Cloſure with 
God, as his beſt good, 'and laſt end, and with 
ChriF as his Prophet, .and his Frieſt, and 
his King, and by his Reſolution always || hi 
' "to be. a MWirneſs for the.Lord, and an Ene- If 1 
my toevery. Sin ; Tho ſometimes he would || w 
with. a more:: large and. long Attention | ſo 
Examine. his. own Hopes of Eternal Hap- 
pineſs, for which purpoſe he had in wri- | ry 
ting by him, .his Bundles 'of Marks and I & 
Signs, which teſtifie a Man to be born of | =: 
God. When he had thought .on theſe Þ w 
things, he was able to lay . himſelf down in i v 
peace and ſleep; but this was a way to || t« 
keep aSoul Awake. Wu 
I begin to ſaſpe& that my Readers pa- || e 
tience Is almoſt expir'd.; and therefore Þ b 
I ſhall cauſe the Remainder of this Narra- Þ h 
tive” to.omit where it cannot cortratt; what il © 
yet is well worthy to be the matter of | 7 
It. ; CS 
Fourthly, He was one that mortified and £Þ r 
conquer d .the SINS . which were a Yexa- i a 
ation to him. There were: ſome. Sims g 
which gave to. this Young Man a more Nl 
violent, and outragious. diſturbance than | 
he could without much paſſion. bear :  * 
Theſe.did he contrive and conflict much NY © 
in his Oppoſitions to, and gave not over 
* ” till 
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il he had a certain Proſpe& of a Yi- 


fory. 

Of all - the things which ever troubled 
him ; I -know not whether any wers more 
grievous than the Blaſphemons Injeftions 
which like fiery  venenious darts inflam'd 
ſametimes his very Soul within him. 

It may be ſome Teſtimony of Sinceri- 

, when Perſqns are not a little affii- 
Ged for, as well as aſſaulted with, Blaſphe- 
mous Imaginations about God ; which riſe 
within us in contradiction to all that Re- 
verence of him, which we know not how * 


to lay aſide. 


This Perſon on his Death: bed complain- 
ed to me, taat- Horreada de Deo, Horri- 
ble Conceptions of God, buzzing about 
his mind, had been one of the' bittereſt_ 
of all his Tryals : and I find his private 
Papers making ſad Lamentations over the 
miſeries of this annoyance. - You ſhall 
read how he did encounter theſe Fierds, 
as one that was no _ to the Wars 
of the Lord.; 

Ounce in his Diary , he ſays; 
. ** Troubled crevddingiy with Blaſp he- 

* mous Suggeſtions, my Soul bleeds at "ihe 
a oh of them. 

"y O that Chriſt would deliver me from 
©them ! 
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give ſuch an account of the Diffcal:tes in it, 
as the moſt not only of Chriſtians, but of 
Divines too; wauld. judge an Attainment ex- 
traordinary. * Not long before he dyed, 
he had read over all the large and great 
Annotations' on the Bible, lately publiſh- 
ed by Mr..Pcol, and fome other Noncan- 
formiſt. Miniſters ; but having diſpatched 
thoſe two noble Folios, he ſaid unto one 
that was intimate with him, Thus have 
I read the Bible, but I have now learnt 4 
better way ! And that way was this. He 
would oblige himſelf 1n reading to fetch 
a Ncte and a Prayer out of every Verſe 
in all the Bible ; to dwell upon every verſe 
until it had afforded at leaſt one Obſer- 
vation, and” one Ejaculation to him. 

He: imagined. that an incredible deal 
both of Truth and Grace, would in this 
way make its imprefſjon upon his 
Mind, (beſides what. Exerciſe: of WW it 
muſt * have calld for) and ſo moſt cer: 
tainly it would have done ; but befor: 
he had made much Progreſs in it, the 
Chariots of God- fetcht him away to that 
place in which a: eſs is a Bible to: the 
there perfett Spirits of the Righteous, 
Such a thinking Perſon was he ; and yet 
after ſo. many. kind of Thoyhts in the 
Try c ” OO is 
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day, he could riot reſt a Night quietly, 
—_ he compos*d himſelf for ſleeping 

by thinking a little more, | 

He knew that no better a Man than 
one of the Moral Heathens propounded a 
Nofturnal Self- Examination, as apart and 
cauſe of nolittle Wiſdom, and that much 
wore a ſover Chriftian ſhould endeavour 
to maintain a good underſtanding of him- 
ſelf, by ſuch N:ghely Recolleftions. Where- 
fore before the Slunibers of the Evening, 
this Young Man would put three General 
Queſiions to himſelf, with divers particu- 
lar ones that were ſubordinate thereunto. 
The Queſtions were, 

Queſtion. 1. 

What has God's Mercy to me been this 
day ? 

Here he ! conſidered what favours God 
had newly ſmil'd upon his 17ward, or his 
outward: man withal. 

Queſtion 2. 

What has my C arriage to God been this day ? 

Here he conſidered what 7rames, and 
words and works, and what ſnaves and ſ; Fe ns 


j ie had - newly been concerned with. 


Queſtion 3. ' 
If 1 - this might, is my Immortal C ow 


op fer 
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Of: this he ' judged 'by his Cloſure with 
Goa, as his beſt good, 'and laſt end, and with 


Chri#t as his Prophet, and- his Frieſt, and 


his King, and by his Reſolution always 
**to be a Marneſs. for the.Lord, and an Ene- 


my to every. Sin ; Tho ſometimes he would 
with, a more:.large and long Attention 
Examine. his. own Hopes of Eternal Hap- 
pineſe, for which. purpoſe he had in wri- 


ting by him, .his Bundles ' of Marks and 


Signs, which teſtifie a Man to be born of 
God. When he had thought .on theſe 
things, he. was able to lay. himſelf down 47: 
peace and ſicep, but this was a way to 
keep a Soul Awake. 
I begin to ſyſpe& that my Readers pa- 
tience 1s almoſt expir'd.; and therefore 
I ſhall cauſe the Remainder of this Narra- 
tive” to omit where it cannot corrratt; what 
yet is well worthy to be the matter of 
It. 22s aa 
Fourthly, He was one that morrified and 
conguer'd the SINS . which were a YVexa- 
ation to him. There were: ſome. Sins 
which gave to this Young Man a more 
violent, and outragious. diſturbance than 
he could without much paſſion. bear : 
Theſe. did he contrive and conflift much 
in his Oppoſitions to, and gave not over 
(* i | till 
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till he had a certain Proſpedt of a Yi- 
ftory. 

Of all : the things which ever troubled 
him ; 1-know not whether any wers more 
prievous than- the Blaſphemons Injeftions 
which like fiery venemous darts inflam'd 
ſametimes his very Soul within him. 

It may be ſome Teſtimony of Sinceri- 
ty, when Perſqns are not a little affi- 
tied for, as well as faulted with, Blaſphe- 
mous Imaginations about God ; which riſe 
within us in contradiCtion to all that Re-" 
verence of him, which we know not how - 


to lay aſide. 


This Perſon -on his Death. bed complain- 
ed to me, tiat- Horrenda de Deo, Horri- 
ble Conceptions of 60d, buzzing. about 
his mind, had been one of the' bittereſt 
of all his Tryals : and I find his private 
Papers making ſad Lamentations over the 
miſeries of this annoyance. - You ſhall 
read how he did encounter theſe Fiends, 
as one that was no Stranger to the Wars 
of the Lord.; 

Once in his Diary, he foes 

. *© Troubled exceedingly with Blaſj phe- 
© mous Suogeſttons, my Soul bleeds at "ihe 

". Mira +. of them. 

** O that Chriſt would deliver me from 
©them ! 
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<« them ! they make my Life unpleaſant. I 


&« do believe that Satan never ſruggie ed ſo 
« hard to keep any one from Chriſt, as 
« he has done to keep me! 


« From hence I learn, 1. My great En- 


<« mity 79, 2. My great need of, the 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


At another time : 


& Troubled with Blaſphemons Thoushts, 
<«] learn from hence, 

© 1. Seeing theſe would have me to en- 
< tertain a low eſteem of Chriſt and God, 

** I will endeavour to have a more bigh 
© and eminent Efteem of God and Chrilt. 

© 2. Seeing. thele do ſo perplex me; 

* continually, 

©] learn, thatI am unable of my ſelf 
to raiſe good Thoughts, much leis to per- 
<« form Good AFs of Obedience. I would 
_ he deeply humbled, that my Soul ſhould 
<< be thus defiled. 

+ Seeing, 1 have often ſo much Expe- 
&© rience and ſtirrings of Enmity-in my 
© Soul to Gad, I would. be excited 
<< thereby mare heartily to cleave | .unto 
cc ©him. my Do, | 
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Once more. 


, hope I have now. got ſtrength over 
« my Blaſphemous Thoughts , «after this 
© manner. 

«1, Humbling my ſelf under a ſenſe of 
<« my own vileneſs and. wretchednelſs. 

«© 2. Praying earneſtly for the removal 
*© of the Enmity that is in my Soul to 
© the things of God ; eſpecially as to this 
© matter. 

Thus diſcreetly did he manage the 
- Shield of Faith againſt thoſe barbed Ar- 
rows of Hell ; Nor did his other Corrupti- 
ons eſcape the Offenſive, as well as the 
Defenſive Weapons of his Soul, 

Under the moſt furious of their Aſ- 
faults, I find this to be one of his honoura- 
ble Retreats, 

. © For the Relief of my Soul under the 
© Power of Corruption; Let me by Faith 
oh ** apply theſe Scriptures. 

© Firſt, Rom. 6. 14. 

my Secondly, Ezek.36.26. 

© Thirdly, Mic, 7. I 9. 

. & Fourthly, Zech. 13. 1. 

© Beſides Zeoh. 9. 12. Mat. 16.18. Joh 

© x2. 31. and Row. 16,20. and theſe Conſi- 
PloxEnd : 

SS Firſt 
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« Heb. 7.25. 1 fohni.7. Heb.g. 14. 

<« Secondly, God's Ir ar Power 1s en- 
<< gaged On my - behalf, if 1 be in Cove- 
« nant with him. . 

<«<Thirdly,God will perfect Holineſs where 
& he hath begun Ur. . 

In ſact» Engagements as theſe againſt 
his  /nviſble Aaverſaries he continued, 'nn- 
til. he 1s now a Epagueron, and more than 
a Congquerour. 
 Fefthly, He wns one that wiſely Prepa- 
red. for he 'CHANGES-that were before 


him. It-is a Remark in one of his Pa- 


pers ::©* 7 think ut convenient: far me to 0b- 
x ſerve the Temptations, I- am; or ſhall be 
&« obno.cious to, ' and 'get ſuirable Remedies 
u- apainſt them.. 


He ſeem'd -indeed: tor have. a ſtrange 


Preſaze of what he was to meet withal, 
and-O' how he laid in-that'he might no: 


be wiprovided for it ! A prudencerarely ſeert. 


among the Children of Men, whole. 44+ 
ſery is great upon them becauſe they kyow 
ot therr Time. - 


There were ef; cially. two: 'Calamities 
which he had a:fore-boding+ of; Diſmal 


Pain, and Early:.Deatb.., .As. for, his Pain, 
he was it ſeems ro-undergo — -An- 


.. gulſhos, 


4.4.1 BE 


&« Firſt, Chriſt 1s a compleas Reatemer, 


C 
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gviſhes, for many Months before his Diſ- 
ſolution ;' but before ever it care upon 
him, how ſtrangely did he fortifie him- 
ſelf againſt it ! He ſaid in his Diary ſome 
Years before he left the World, 


— Spe 2. 


«1 EF) not- in the morning time enough 
« for ſolemn Meditation ; Great dezdneſs 
«nd dulneſs was in my Heart, as-to 
&& Spiritual Thoughts afterwards ; the: Rea3- 
&« fon was becauſe I did nor perform my ſo- 
EU lenm Medttation as I ſhould. 
<< had, now apprehenfions that I muſt 
<< undergo: ſore Tryals, and Confiutts, and 
<< oreat Afflictions. | 
*© Wherefore it did highly become me 
*©to get as great a meaſure” of Grace, as 
© the opportunities which I enjoy. may 
« afford, and therefore I purpoſe to be 
« more ſerious in my Mednations., not 
<« omitting. other Duties therewithal. - 
_ ©] fee'my Reſolutions muſt every dy 
« be renew'd, as to great diligence if 
<6. my ſerving God.” 
 <And ſince{ muſt expect great Aﬀfitions, 
*© I muſt make it .my daily work-by ſo- 
**lemn- Aeditation to:go' over the whole 
| * Body 
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<© Body of Chriſtianity, and particularly ts 
< have daily Thoughts on the Condeſcenti- 
«© on of Feſus Chriſt :. I mult alſo endeavour 
© to get a large meaſure of ſanttified krow- 
«ledge; wherefore, 

*« Firſt, There is need of Earneſt Prayer; 
© and 

*© Secondly, Of very holy walking. 

_ « Thirdly, Of entertaining the Truth 

«with greateſt Aﬀection ; and | 


« 2nd 
&« Fifthly, Solemn "Meatation ;, and 
« Sixthly, Much Reading ; and 
<« Seventhly, Living: upon the Truths 


« which 1 know, and Thankfulneſs for the 


«© Knowledge which I have already. 


And at another time there was ' this 
written in his Diary. 


 & This Morning I meditated about a 
<< part of Self-denial ; Namely, the deni- 
« al of Bodily Health, and of eaſe from 
« Torment. RH 
«My Reſolution was, that it was bet- 


GC ter to pattT hetewithal, than to ſm; 


cc] hope there is-a thorough peer, poſe I my 
6 _—_ +. * Heatt 
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<« Heart to perform accordingly, when I 
F &« ſhall be call'd thereunto. —_— | 
. << I do feel the ſtirrings of ſein. my felf 
&* this day : 1: would fain be in the Throne 
© of God within me; but I am reſolved 
« Chriſt ſhall be my Kg. 

And as he thus put oz the whole Armour 
of Goa, that he might be able to ſtand 
when he ſhould be tryed, fo he found the 
' If benefit of it when he came into the Feld. 
Few in the World ever bore ſuck Dolors 
with ſach a ſilent and a quiet and com- _ 
poſed Temper as he. ' Some that were n=. 
timate with him, would ſay, He was gre 
| of an Tron Patience, and they bad rarely if 
I ever /cer: ſuch a parient Patient. But his , 

Death he ſeem'd all a long moſt careful X 
to be ready for. | ; 


Ina his Papers. 


Meditations on. the four laſt things, 
Was a Title mentioning, a Subject of his 
molt ſolicitons Contemplations. Above 
three Tears before his Tranſlation, his Di- 
ary hath ſuch a Note as this. gs 6 

Speaking to Day ſomething-concerning pn ed | 
* my Commencement, I was {trangely ſur- | =obc De | 
** prized, and had many Thoughts, yea ceived. | 

«© Perſwa- 


_ 


« 
” 
[4 


$62 . 'The Life and Death 
*Perſraſions That I ſhould not live. He 
tnen 
| * Reft. What may be the Import here- 
« of I canpottell ; yet I gather thus much : 
© That it is incumbent on -me without fur- 
wy i ft delay, to make my Calling and Eletiion 

ure... 
He hath alſo left behind him,-ſome Me- 
 ditations, tending to the Exerciſe of Repen- 
rauce and 'F aith and Preparatiun for Death, 
as he hath himſelf intituled them ; but 
the Reader by this time will eaſily pardon 
my forbearing the Communication of them. 

Indeed, Preparation for Death, in one 
word- contains the ſubſtance of "what he 
had been doing divers Years before the 
King of Terrors took bis Clay Houſe away. 
And as he was deſirous to prepare for 
what Paſſive Obedience he might be put 
npon, ſohe was loath to have his Heart 
not well ordered or furniſhed, when ac- 
tive Obedience might be called for at his 
hands. Tho he never liv'd to preach any 
other than ſome private+ Sermons, yet he 
was. not unthoughtfal of the Time when 


__ , pablick, Ones might be expected from him. 
| a - Ir. may not. be unuſeful tor me to inſert 


one of his Meditations here ; it runs In 
- ſach terms as theſe. 
« Whether 
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«{ Whether 7 ſhould be a Miniſter ? 


&« T conſidered all Objeiovs which Per: 
© ſons might make againſt it, and anſwer'd 
© them every one. But oze Objettion [tartled 
<< me more than the reſt, to wit, Perſonal 
« Unfitneſs , from my Hebetude , or want 
« of Invention. To which-I anſwer'd, 
«with minding. that Promiſe in Exod. 
<« 3. 12. Certainly I will be' withthee, And 
<© the'beginning of ver. 18. They ſhall hearker 
& to thy voice. . And where God finds work, 
&« there he will give ſfrength. I likewiſe 
© conlidered 1 Chron. 28. 10, 39. and 
© at. 28. 19, 20. and Foſh. 1. 9g. and 
« Fudg. 6.12, 14: | 

&« And then I thought with ny (eIF, That 
<< as for living ina remote Part of the Coun- 
© trey, I ſhould be willing thereunto, if ſo 
© I might do Service for God, and bring 
« Glory to his Name. And whilſt I was 
«© muſing on theſe things, I was melted 
<« into a frame, that I thought heretofore 
© 1 ſhould never bein, namely; humble 
* Submiſſien to the good Pleaſure of God, 
& however he ſhould diſpoſe of me.” 1 knew, 
** that though I were Reproached for what 
* zneanneſs 1 ſhould this way be- expoſed 

E : wy unto, 
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< unto, there is an Anſwer in Rom. r, 16. 
<«< 2nd in Mark. 38. and in Pſal.3 1,19. and 
& in Prov. 16.7. and in Pſal. 37. 5,6. So 
« were the Apoſtles, i Cor.4.3,9. 1f 1 ſerve 
© Chrilt, God will hozour me,. 7oh,12.26. 


Every one muſt own, that however {uch 
things as Theſe, in an old Man, may be be- 
law. our Admiration ;' yet 1n a yourg Man, 
that ont-lived not the Years which the 
Nodes of the 440on take to diſpatch a Revo- 
lution, they deſerve a Memory among them 
thar may be Edified by ſuch Exemplary 
Prattices. Indeed , he was himſelf Ex- 
treamly unſenſible of the leaſt worth or 
ſhine adorning of him; and in his whole 
Deportment he diſcovered a modeſt, an 
humble, and a reſerved zein z which might 
be reck'ned to bear little. propertion with 
his other Accompliſhments, were it not 
that the more practous Men are, the more 
humble they always are ; and they are 
the Falleſt and Richeſt Ears of Corn, which 
molt -hang down towards the Grauud. 


But while he in a fort wronged himſelf, 
to eſcape the beze and blame of Pride; It 


is a piece of pure Juſtice in the Survivers, 
to Embalm the Name of a Perſoa thus de- 
krable, flince he is gane thither FE 
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has no Chaff, to take fire at the ſparks of 
our Praifes. - 


Sic oculos, fi ic ille manus, fa {c ora 
ferebat F: 


Such a yours Man as this it is $ that the 
Church of God is now deprived of ! 
W hat a Bleſſing might his Living have 
proved unto the World ! Bat. as the 
Long-livd Patriarchs , before the Flaod, 
have ſtill that Claufe. introduced of them, 
And he died , which Clauſe awakened and 
Converted aPerſon of Quality,who came in 
occaſionally while the Minifter' was read-' - 
ing the Fifth Chapter of Geneſss to the Con- 
gregation , ſo muſt I now ſay of the Shore- 
liv'd Perſar, whom we have been paying, 
our laſt Reſpett unto, He lived thus long 
In a little time, 4d he ated. 

Before I break off, I mull relate, . 


IE His DEA T H. 


Too /oon and too [ad 3 thing for me ;tg; 
mention without Sighing, Av my Brather, 
in my Lamenration over it. He had cgp- 
trated an univerſal 1 Habir of Body 3 
which was attended with a particular. ge- 

| E2- REration 


6 -- The Life and Death 
neration of 11 Humours, where the Os leon 
and Os. Sacrum joyn; from whence it fell 
ixto his Thigh, until there was avery large 
collefion of. it there. | | 

' There was an Inc:ſfor, with mature Ad- 
vice made into the Tawoxr, about a Month 
before his -Expiration, which gave good 
hopes of his Recovery. into a capacity of 
ſerving the Church of God ; but the Cir- 
culation, which was now given unto the 
putrid Fuices which his Blood, through his 
continual and ſedentary Studies, had 
| been annoyed withal, ſoon inkindled a 
Fever, which burnt aſunder the thread of 
this pious Life, : 

One might ſappole, that ſuch a wakk, 
with God as the Reader has newly had 
Pourtrayed before him, ſhould End in 
Raptures , and Extaſies of Aſſurance ; but 
I am to tell him, That this young Perſon 
had them not. And there wanted not 
Reaſon for it. For his Natural Diftemper 
diſpoſed him to what is contrary to' Foy ; 


but his Deep Humilify had a greater ſhare 


in'the Fealouſies and Suſpicions which he 
would ftill cheriſh of himſelf. He was 
indeed fo afraid of being an Hypoerite, 
that: he would ſcarce allow himſelf to be 
called a Chriſtian; and he did not care ſo 
TFID522.2551 | much 
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much as to tell any of his own Experiences, 
no, nor his Izclinations, unleſs to one or 
two. Divines, who kindly refreſhed him 
with their daily Viſits ; and with them too 
he would uphold his Diſcourſe- only. in 
Latm, if any one elſe were by.. - - 

Never did I ſee more :Caution againſt 
Hypocrifie, than what was in him ; and a 
certain Self-abhorrence accompanying, of it, 
cauſed to proceed from him-no-Expreſli- 
ons, but. thoſe of an Abaſed Soul. When 
his Brother having recited the Terms of 
the Goppel to.him, with a deſign to obtain 
from him a Renewal of his Explicit Con- 
ſent thereunto, asked him, Whether . he did 
not judge himſelf Sincere in that Conſent ? He 
only replied, ſhould think ſo,tf it were not for 
the Seventeenth of Jeremiah, and the Ninth. 

He was Dejefted , yet not: Deſpairing ; 
and he diſcovered a wonderfully Gracious, 
when he had not a Foyful Frame. He was 
all made up of Longings and Breathings 
after all the Fulnefs of God, when he could 
not. or would not pretend unto any Confi- 
dence of his Acceptazce with the Lord. 

In the time of his Health, he had not 
been without the comfortable Perſwaſions 
for which he follow'd bard after God, In 
one place, I find him ſaying (on ſuch: a 

, E 3 day) 


fp 
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day) 1 had Fears leſt 1 dtd not love the'Bleſ- 
fed God:;, but yer I was ſure 1 deſired to keep 


his Commandments, Another time ſo ; -For + 


Three quarters of an Honr,,. I pleaged earneſtly 
for Afſarance of the Love of. God unto meg and 
1 ſaid, As many as received Chriſt Jeſus, 


to them he gave power to become the Sons - 


of God ;; and I did recerve Feſus Chriſt, as 
the \iFree' Gift of. God; andveceivea him, to 
Jave me. on his own Terms : I choſe himto be 
my Prieſt, wnd Prophet, and King. Now 1 
beogd of him, that he would manifeſt his Ac- 
'ceptance | of --me-,, anda give me the .Spirit of 
Adoption -.. I bad then, 1 hope, ſome Aſſurance. 
But when. S:c>&neſs came, he was loth tb 
own acclear T:tle to the Reſt of God : Yet 
before he. died, he ſuffered ſome ſober In- 
timations. of his hopes: to: fall from him. 
There was a good Man in this Land, whoſe 
laſt words yet were, [t had been good for 
me that I never had beentorn, The words 
of this . humble Self-loathing Young-man, 
were of another ſtrain. In the laſt Night, 
that we had'him with us, he would have 
his Watcher-to read, The $979 of Simeon, 
unto him, Now letrefl thou thy. Servant. de- 
part in Peace: And in the Morning after, 
he ſaid, 7 have now been with Feſus Chrift ! 


which, from ſych a little Speaker: as. be, | 


We 


"EN OY. 
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we. could not have his Explicktion of: | 

.In one. of his' 18ſt Minutes,” a faithful 
Miniſter ſaid unto him, Find 'yoit* nor Corn 
fort in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? To which he 
made only this difcreet and humble Anfwer; 
I Endeavour to do thoſe things which will, iſſue. 
in Comfort ; and then he quickly Turren-' 
dred up! his Redeetned and Renewed Soul | 
unto him' who had loved him, and maſhed. 

away his fins in his own blood. 

Thus he went away to the heavenly Sq- 
ciety, where he ts beholding the Face of 
God in- Righteonſheſs, *and ſolacing, hiniſelf 
in the Company not only of his bleſſed 
Grandfathers, and Uncles, and all the Spi- 
rits of the Faſt ; but of the amiable Teſs 
himſelf, which tis by far the beſt of all. His 
Tears are all dried-up, his Fears vaniſhed. 
away, and his Hopes niore than anſwered 
in Joys uſpeakable, 4rd full of glory. 

His Elder Brother having thus written of 
bim, now ſatisfies himfelf in the Duty 
therein done to God and Man ; and would 
keep waiting for tis own Change, until, 
Thy Free Grace, O my God, ſpall vive writo 
the moſt miſerable Sinwmer in the World, ar 
admiſſion into Emanuels Land. 


Finiſhed - 
| Oak. 29. Cottan Matler. 
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E-6o \he Life a ad Death 
| One that had an Acynaintance with him, 


did him the Juſtice of weeping over his 
| Grave ſuch. an Epitaph as this. 


Nucloſed in this fable Chet, 

[| The Hoſt once of an beavenl = 
Here lyes: ws bt. N athens, 
True O -ſpring of God's Iſrael.- 
Him Dead, Roy term we, from bis Birth, . 
Who'liv'd in Heaven whilſt on Earth? « 
His Head had Learniugs Magazine, 
His Heart the Albar, whence. Divine: 
Whole Hecatombs, which. Love bad | fd, 
Of high Praiſe, and warm. Pray'r a pir 'd: 
His Cs the Decalogueurfolded ; FR. 
A Meat-ofPring,. his Speech well-moulded ; 
His rare Devotion, ſuch, now ſeen, © ' 
A ſign of Ninety at Nineteen. | --: 
Years but in Bloom, Grace at full Growth; 
Angels, you Know and Think: his Worth, 


Thus Time,Youth”s Glaſs,Turn'de're mus, 


And Ages too, before begun, 


Reſt,glorious Duſt,and let thy PR d Name 


Soundin the Trumpets of Immortal Fame. 


For tho Times Teeth Mauſolzan Monuments 


deface, 


They'll never gnaw thy Name which with the 


| Stars has place. 


Poſuit, R. Hale 
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AND THAT. 


In the Dayes of Youth : 


At Boſton 1 n New-England, 


© —— 


By Cotton Mather, Paſtor of a Church there. 


from my Touth. 
1 Chron. 34. 3. —— While he was jet young, he began 
t0 Tho. afier the God of David his Father. 
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GEN. V. 24. 
Tg Tre 17M 


Aud Enoch walked with God. 
Ehold, in theſe words the Pifure 
of a great and a good Man, which 


B indeed, like a well-made Picture 
looks upon, yea, more than ſo, ſpeaks un- 
to::us all; nor is it a common Picture for 


Chis alſo, that the Walkas well as the Fact 
ER ar 
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2 he Walk of © 

of the Perſon 1s. repreſented in it. © This 
Chapter contains 'a Catalogue of thoſe 
Antediluvian Patriarchs, in whom the 
Church of God, and the Line of Chriſt 
was continued from Adam to Noah. The 
ancient. Heathens expreſſed their broken 


e 


Traditions of our Noah in rude Notions 


of one Fanns, a Man, a god, and I know 
.not what, with two Faces on him, be- 
cauſe Noah had the Proſpect of rwo Worlds 
before him; We may all ſhare *with Noah 
in this Priviledge ; the Afﬀairs of the Old 
World as well as of the [New do arrive to 
our Notice; in this Chapter particular- 
Iy we have a Muſter of renowned. Men 
that lived before ,the Flood. Indeed about 


the molt of them, there is little record- 


ed beſides their Age and their End. Ec- 
Cleſiaſtical Hiſtory relates, that a Perſon 
of Quality accidentally coming into a 
Meeting-houſe, where the Miniſter was read- 
ing the fifth Chapter of Geneſis, thoſe 
words recurring ſo often in it, And he Dy- 
ed ! And he Dyed ! they ſtruck to, they 
ſtack, in the. Heart of him, and cauſed 
him that was'a mortal to become a very 
ſerious Man ;* God grant that another clauſe 
in the Chapter may have this day as good 
an effect upon us all, 

© . One 
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his | One of the Worthies inthis Roll ( Enoch 
ſe flby Name ) can have no Report made -of 


-he his Death ; but inſtead thereof, we find a 
iſt twofold Remark made upon him. Fi#f?, 
he We have the Charatter of Enoch : 'Tis once * 
en and again faid of him, He walked with God 5 
ns fa peculiar ſanftity he ſeems therein to be 
ww {et forth as an Inſtance of. Secondly, We 
e. ſlhave the Bleſſeameſs of Enoch; "tis ſaid, He 
1d; Biwas nor, for God took, him : A Trazſlation' is 
þ Nintended by that Phraſe, as it is by the 
14 EApoſtle elſewhere explained. It ſeems 
to that this notable Preacher of Truth, and 
r- BV/itmeſs for God, at laſt withdrew from 
-n {the ſight of Men : They asked, "they won- 
it |dred, what was become of him, and pro- 
1 {| bably they ſought in all corners for him, 
-- || till they underſtood that the Argels of God 
n {had carried him away. Not only the 
a ſpirit, but the body too of this excellent 
]- || man, has now been among the Angels in- 
> | Heaven for ſome hundreds, above four 
- | thouſand Years. 
But it is now time to Obſervye, 


Dot. 


To walk, with God is the ſingular Commenda- 
ton of Holy and Happy men. 
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Prop. . 1. 


To Walk with God is the Commendati- 
on and Attainment of ſome that [ve or 
Earth : Here and there a Perſon is to be I: 
met withall, whoſe Priviledge it is to walk. 
with God, It 1s to be enquired, What 
it to walk with God ? What is that rare, my- 
ſterious, laborions thing ? in ſhort, we 
then Walk with God, when we maintain 
Communion with God in all the »or10zs of 
our Lives. Every Man has a Walk in the 
World. The Life of Man is the Walk of 
. Man. It may be faid unto each Man, 
as in Eecclefſ. 9. 10. Man, Thou art going. 
A Walk, is a progreſlive continued thing, 
made up of many fps : Thus a Lyfe, "tis 
made up of many rhoughts, many words, 
many aceds. A Man tis with God, when he 
ſees God, and owns God : Then therefore 
do's a Man Walk with God, when he ves 
in multiply'd As of Reſpef# and Homage 
unto the Lord. It is the Command in 
1 Pet. 1.15. Be ye Holy in all manner of 
Converſation ;, it may be rendered, Be Ho- 
ly in every turn : While we Walk, we Turn 
every day, now to one Object, now to 
another : Well, when we are with God 
| in 


in every Turn, then we Walk with God, A 
HWalkwith God 18 1n ſhort, that godly, that /o- 
ber,that righteous Life which the Word of Gad 
adviſeth us unto. It was the ſpeech of the 
Pſalmiſt, in Pſal. 26. 11. 1 will walk in mine 
Integrity; and in P/al. 86. 11. 1 will wak 
in thy Truth; and in Pſal. 116. 9, 1 will 
walk before the Lord : All this is co Walk-with 
God. We read in 2 Cor. 5.7. of a Wakk 
by Faith ;, and in Fom. 8. 1. of a Walk af- 
rer the Spirit ; and in Gal. 6.16. of a Wak 
according to Rule ;, this Is a IValk with God. 
Two things are comprized in it. 
Firſt, In a Walk, with God there is an 
uninterrupted performing of Worſhip to 
God. We fhould be often wich God in the 
Exerciſes of his- Natural and Inſtitured 
Worſhip. There are certain Mountains of 
Devotion, of which we ſhould ſay as Pe- 
tzr in the Mount, It s good to be here! and 
we ſhould be ever now and then Conver- 
ling with the Almighty there ; this ?tis to 
Walkwith Him ! There 1s the Duty of Pray- 
ing to God, our Lives are tobe filled with 
It : We ſhould ( may I ſo ſay) Wakk up- 
on our Knees To Talk much with God 
IS to Walk much with him. The Walker 
with God may ſay with Pazl in 2 Tm. 1. 3. 
1 ferve God, and without ceaſing, 1have my 
| prayers 
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"The:Walk of 
Prayers night and day. There 1s again the 
Duty of Hearing from God, - our Lives are 
to be fill'd with it. To:Si before God is 
to Walk with him. We ſhould often Go 
wp to the Houſe of the Lord; that is, to take 


a Walk.in his bleſſed Company. The Walk. - 


. er withGod will upon every occaſion fay, 
_ a$the Pfalmiſt in Pal. 85. 58. 1 will hear 
what God the Lord will ſpeak, There is like- 
wiſe the Duty of Thinking on God, that is 
a Walking with Him. We ſhould not for 
any long while together have God out of 
our 47d, then he will not be out of our 
Wil. The Walker with God may ſay, as 
Dawid in Pſal. 139. 17, 18., How precious are 
thy thoughts unto me, O God! when I awake, 
1 am ftill with thee. In a word, all theap- 
pointments of God, wherein he vouch- 
1afes to us a. Fellowſhip with Himſelf, our 
Walk, it ſhould be, that is, our Courſe and 
our Trade to be therein waiting upon the 
Lord. F 
Secondly, In a'Walk with God there is a 
continual Afting of Grace on God. A 
Walk. with God lies in a ſezſe of God' al- 
wayes upon the Soul. We ſhould be able 
to fay as he in_P/al. 16. 8. 1 have ſet the 
Lord always before me ;, {o ſhall weWalk with 
the Lord. . We are tolalkk,always under 
Dep _ the 


Of A ww £©A D424 AA Wt, » om FIG a docs a ee en ES RE 


TVS wo : . Co” v” = w” bh a, 6 6 Whee "4, « "WE «cd ” u b : 4 : "1" ue —. 
. % ? . ba awd W ot > SF; 
by # I. | T's , %; 9 
2 SIRI. oa be 7 ' £ W 
pa R 4 F in 4 >> 6 I 4 
Ho 7 " M, > 
oily and Rappy Men. 
% n ly % 
» 


\ the Awe, andunder the Eye of the great 
God. As now, the Walker with God will 


always be ſenſible of God as his /aft End: 
It was becauſe Aſaph did walk with God; 
that he ſaid in Pal. 73. 25. Whom have 1 


* but God? The Walker will always be ſenſi- 


ble of God as his beſt good: It was becauſe 
Feremiah did walk with God, that he ſaid 
in Lam. 3. 24. The Lord is my portion, ſaith 
my ſoul, I will rope in him. The Walker with 
God will always be ſenſible of God, as 
his only Helper. When a Man walks with 
God, he is perpetually ſaying as the Pſal- 
miſt in Pſal. 121. 2. My help cometh from 
the Lord, which made Heaven and Earth : 


His Ejaculations therefore particularly ate 


innumerable : And the Walke* with God 
cannot but be ſenſible of God as his o-n1- 


 ſcient and omnipreſent Judge. It wiil be an 


apprehenſion always running -in the Soul 
of fuch a Man, which we have in P/2l. 159: 
7. Whither ſhall I flee from the preſenie of 
the Lord? In a Walk with God a Man has 
evermore his Heart within him, admiring 
and adoring the God of Heaven on ſach ac- 
counts as theſe : Theſe Norwons of God,thele 
Viſions of God accompany ſuch a Man every 
where; and influence all his Walk: Thus 


goes he lcknowledge God mm all his wayes: 


F 'Tis 


The Walk of 

"Tis ſaid in Prov. 23, 17. Be thou. in the 
fear of the Lord all. the day lang ;, even, fo 
maintain thou a ſenje of ad Lord all the "Y 
loas : This 'tis to Walkwith Him. . . 


Prop, II. 


They a are both Holy and Hoppy Men that 
thus Wakk, with God : This is the Preroga- 
tive of them that have God. with them in 
all rheir Walk, 

1, The Walker with God is a very Holy 


Man : What is true Holizeſs ? Many mi- 


ſtakes have there been about that glori- 
ous thing : A Man may be Orthodox in 
| his Perſwaſtions, and yet not be Holy: A 
Man may be very auſtere and ſevere in his 
Practices, and yet not be Holy :' You may 


ſay of a Man, That he has a Righteouſneſs 


equal to that of the Scribes and Phariſees, and 
yet the Man may be a ſtranger to trae 
Holineſs after all. O but when once it can 


be ſaid of a Man, He walks with God ! then, 


then Holineſs 1 isto be ſeen upon him. 
To Walk with Gad, is to Walk like God. 
Now the more like to.God any Manis or 


do's, the more Holineſs there is in. ſuch a. 
Man, *Tis the Attribute. of God in Exog, 
iy. [1, 0 ord, hoy ans glorious in \Hoſt-. 


neſs: 
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hes.in a Dedication unto God * fe, Megs E 
digazcd unto Godjay the Diſpoſe of angther, 
has a Relative Hdaline(s belonging therguny 
to. A Man Dedicated arito God by his awn 
bearty, Reſignatipn: and Conſecration. of 
himſelf; yato the Lord, ſuch an. one hath 


Ig hima real HolipeG.. Well, the Waker 


with Gad is an Ezoch -\Enech is in Engliſh 

as,much as; to Gay. A Dedicated M Agr i. The 
Map. hat] is wicb God, is alſo for God, and. 
hics (along £ This.is Holineſs in.the.,Exa/- 
eatanof it., The Holy Dr. Wſher being de- 
fired : to write: about Sautification, Wh 
Tears lamenting the defett of it in himſelf, 
gaxe this Deſcription of it, pEiney 7 for a 
Hav tobe in thy offering up of bis Soul conting< 
ally, 1 rhe flames of Love, as a whole burnt- 

rio 10 God in Feſws Chriſt « Now in a 
Walk.with God, a Man is every day do- 
ing {g.. In fing, When Moſes had been 
with God in the, Mount, .we.read in Exod. 
34- 35- It wade his.Face.to ſhine. A Man 
whole.wbole Walkis with God, mult needs 
darive much Gree, from God, a ſhine, 4 
glory, a luſtre pfyalineſs will be ſeen pp: 
On: lych aMan. -: 

2, The Waker; LO God 1s alo 3 very 
x | Happy 


E.' {i - The Walk of _ - 
Happy Man'* The Pialmift hath well de- 
termined where' Happineſs is to be found, 
in Pſal. 73.28. Tt is god for me to dratv'near 
to God : By the ſame Reaſon we: may-eve- 
_— ſay, It is good for me to walk'with 
Happineſs properly lyes in- the Conjuntti- 

07 of An, with ſuch a good as the Ap- 
petites and Faculties of that thing are ſuit- 
ed unto. Well, Walking with God -can- 
not- be without an having of God :*God 
and Man do mutually poſſe/s each other in 
this bleſſed thing. Now the Soul is'in £07- 
junftion with ſuch a good as'anſwers'al] the 
boundleſs Cravings of it. "The Soul-of Man 
hath placed- in it by the Hard of God; a 
reſtleſs raging deſire after an J1zfinite-and 
an Eternal good : Until it find this, it pines, 
it frets, it is all on a light fire, like-the 
Hart panting after the water-brooks : When 
it has got this, It is then-at eaſe, and with 


a wonderful delight it criesout, Thr 1s all 


my Salvation, and all my deſire.” Behold then 


the Happinefs of a Walk with God it hath 


no leſs than that vaſt thing, ſatisfa#ion in 
it. All Men are ſeeking after ſatisfaftior 


every day ;' O but who finds this Pearl of 


great price ? Where is it ? The voluptuous 
Epicure, he thinks with Belſhazzar, It i 
; | | '{, 
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[Holy and Happy Men. Ii 
to be found in Cups and ſenſual Reliſhes : The 
Covetous Muckworm he thinks with Achar 
golden Wedges will rive into the bowels of it : 
The ambitious HeGeor he thinks with. Ha- 
man, an bigh Chair of ſtate will help a man tq 
reach unto it : 'And the contemplative Sc0- 
lar he. imagines that it is folded up in the 
leaves of his Books, .mbich he knows no end of 
looking into : Theſe are all deceived. In 
the mean time the H/alker with God ſays, 
1 have found it. Enoch has it. For, 

Firſt, AWalk-with God brings a Man to 
the enjoyment of an /zfinite good. The 
Man has God with him now, and oze God 
is enough to ſupply all our Warts, to. re- 
lieve all our IVoes : It is faid in Phil. 4. 19. 
God ſhall ſupply all your Need. . When an 
Immortal Soul has try?d all the Objeds in 
the World, it yet gapeth and gaſpeth af- 
ter more, it ſtill cryes, Give, Gtve, after 
all : But there is enough in oze God, enough 
to feed and fill that Soul, whole Deſire #5 
enlarged like Heaven it ſelf. There is In- 
finite Truth in God, there is Infinite Good 
in God ; he is the God of all Conſolation. 
The Fews have a Fable of their ana, 
that whatever a Man had a mind to raft, 
the. Manna ſtill had the raft of that thing : 
This.is.to be ao of our God ; there 
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Secondly ” Watkwith God bririps a Man 
to' the Enbyihent of 2 Eferrial good: 'The 
Matt h4$ Ho rhe Portion of the Rightebis'; 
2nd whit aft one is that?! ? We retold in 
Pſa: 37. 18." Fhtlr Ihevitante ſorll be for 
ever. A vittuous young Man artiong the 
Primitive Chriſtians, when thete was S My. 
fiek and Peaſting in ae bh Houſe, te- 
tired fromir, Sith Tc Thouphts a$thefe, 
Here- are Hilitare things; but they att ſhort- 
tsved eVind's, they will be #t an nd anon; I 
will therefore y pb to my God, "who 15 the good 
prrt can ever - be takett any. Truly whit- 
ever Creatures we ſhouldontent our ſelves 
in the Prefence of, all thoſe Creatures are 
like the 4497 1n the Increaſe ; they ſhine 
for a few Hours perhaps, but they .yo 
down and all is dark before the goon, 
The Sort of Man is: an, Eternal © thing 
ſhall ſtand Ike's Rock mths Sta © Pim, 
ry : The things of this World Mall peri, 
but tho, y Soul, ſhalt eriboe; "they Th 
watt vid 1 armenr, but thy. aF5* bave 
at.” Of holhover ing 5 Suk- *X8bi 
muſ: : 
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Holy and Huppy Men. 13 
muſt have a more enduring ſubſtance than 
any thing here below, for the refreſhment 
of it, otherwiſe it is moſt wretchedly pro- 
vided for ; 1t will ftarve, and languiſh, 
and periſh for. evermore. Now he that 
Walks with God mcets with that ; al other 
things that we Walk withal, wil take 
their leave of us : But God, our God hath 
ſaid, as in Heb. 1g. 5. 1 willnever leave thee 
nor for ſake thee. | | | 

So Happy .is the Man that Walks with 
God. - The excellent Miniſter of Nola, 
when the Barbarsans plundered him of all 
he had in the World, he lifted up his 
Eyes to Heaven, and faid, Domize, neex- 
crucier ob Aurum & Aroentum, tu £5 mi- 
hi omnia; Lord, 1 have All in Theey ſo 
that I am ftill Zappy enough, though 'T 
have no Gold and S:lver left unto me : This 
#s the Blefſednefs of the Man that walketh with 
the Lord; his God and his Happineſs is 
with him, thongh the Warld be laid all 
1n Aſhes before his-eyes. | 


VSE I. 


A Great Rebuke hence falls ypon -nn- 
godly Men : The Apoſtle conld {y, in 
Phil. 3.18. Many walk, of whom 4 tell you 

F 4 Weep- 
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The Walk of © 
weeping. Truly our Hearts are Flints, that 
we do not with Tears from our Eyes re- 
flett on the Walk, of the moſt of Men. 
Do they Walk with God? No : They have 
a Walk, moſt oppoſite thereunto. Their 
Walk is that in Eph. 2.2. They Walk ac- 
cording to the courſe of this World, accord- 
ing to-the Prince of the Power of the Air. 
Their Wakk is that in- 2 Thef. 3. 11. They 
walk diſorderly. Alas! How common is it for 
men to /eave the Bleſſed'God,and Walkwith 
the World, yea with the Devil too inſtead 
of him? We read of ſome in Dar. 4. 37. 
that Walk tz Pride. We read of ſome'in 
Fer. 23. T4. that Walk i= Lies. We 
read of 'ſome in 1 Pet. 4.3. that walk 
Laſciviouſneſss Do theſe Walk with God ? 
'Tis declar'd of ſome, in Fer. 13. 10. 
that they walk iz the Imaginations of their 
own Hearts. Are there not many of thoſe 
Walkers now before the Lord : Conſci- 
erce, do thine Office : Go and'find ovit 
the Perſon that ſeldom * Prays in his Fa- 
mily, and more ſeldom in his Cloſet : Find 
out the Perſon that has nor God tn all his 
Thoughts : Find out the Perſon that can 
indulge himſelf in thoſe abominable things 
which the Soul of. the Lord hates: O tell 
that Man, that he doth not Wak with G ae 
ET ' al 


Holy and Happy Men. 5 
and ſet before him the diſmal Conſequences 
of this ungodly Walk, Conſider,O Man, 
the danger of all the wild, lewd Conr- 


ſes, that vain Perſons do Wak and Rm 
into. 


Firſi, There is a Curſe which thou doſt 
Walk, under. ., Hear the loud Voice of 
God, in Lev. 26.23, 24. If you will not 
be Reformed, but will walk, contrary to me, 
then will I alſo walk, contrary to you. All 
the Impiety, all the Unrighteouſneſs of 
thy Wakk is contrary to God. The Curſe 
of God therefore inflifts a Damage and 
a 6/chief upon thee, in all his Diſpen- 
fations, that horrible- Cxrſe accompanies 
thee like thy Garment, like thy very Sha- 
dow 1n all thy wayes. | 

Moreover, Secondly, There is an Hell, 
which thou doſt Walk unto. Methinks that 
Speech of God is all Thunder, in Eccl. 
11.9. Q Young man, walk in the wayes of 
thine Heart, but. know thou, that for all 
theſe things, God will bring thee into Fudg- 
ment: This, even this is the warning of 
the moſt High God, unto every Unre- 
claimed Sinner ; Well, if that (be: thy 
Walk, take it; but kzow / thou, that the 
End of ſuch a [Walk is Dearth, and —_ 
AF 0 kg . An 


16 : The Walk of 
and Rune for Evermore. Xzow thoy, 
that the Wrath, the Fiery Wrath of God 
comes upon the Children of diſobedience for 
ſach a Walk, as thine, | 

Now, Conſider of this, all you that for. 
get God. The Pſalmiſt could fay, as in 
Pal. 119. 59. 4 thought on my -wayes and 
eurued. Ah! Lord, That wandring Souls 
may thus think, and Turn! Poor Soul! 
Thou art out of the way! O Stop! © 
Turn ! come back from that hideous 
Walk, which leads down to the Congre- 
ratiov of the Dead ! Come back inte the 
Walk, that thro the Narrow way leads to 
Life world without end. Hark! Thy 
God calls after thee ; Return, Return, O 
Soul. 


VSE, II. 


And a good Advice is hence therefore 
given to every Man. - 

© Walk with God! What ? would not 
we gladly be as .Ezoch was? 'Tis ſaid of 
him by Mofes, He walked with God, When 
Paul comes to Paraphaſe upon it, he ſo 
expreſles it, in #eb. 11. 5. He pleaſed 
God: O''tis pleaſing to God, when he 
fees Men Walking with him, The Lord 
bath ſhewed thee, DO man! the thing that 5 
| "© un 
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| good; ard what is it? It is, Walk hambly | 
04 | ih thy Gor. "Tis tioted of 'Ezoch, That 


Or | Gvd took bin + Men intheir laſt Wills uſually 
bequeath their Soxls to: God: Bat many 2 
Man may do well to examine, Jil! he rake 
F i ? will he take it ? Except. we are Walking 
"7 | with Got white we Live, we ſhall not 
11 be taken by God when we Die. - 'Tis on- 
| 9 ly the Walker with God; who can expire 
with - that Confidence, in Pal. 49. 15. 

| He will ' recetve me. Tet Os. Walk with 
he God, and at our Diſſolirion, we ſhall be 
© | Taken by him op to the matchleſs and 
: endleſs Glortes that are above ; He will 
a Rnd his Angels, onr Guardians now, and 
our Champlonz then, to take us unto the 

Rivers of Pleaſures at Gods Right Hand for 
evtrmore. Doſt thou Walk, with God? 
Behold, that is it that thy Walk, tends 

re | unto. Soul,God and thou ſhalt never pare. 
Yea, let us Walk with God, and we ſhall 

ot be raken by him, if the Deſtruon of the 
of World ſhould now come upon it. There 
en | will a Day come, when ſwift Zightrings 
ſo and hot Thunderbolts will conſume this 
ed tower World: God knows when this 
ne direfol horrid Conflagration ſhall begin. 


"4 | Bnt when everit is, aft that YYValkwith 
” God ſhafl be caught up to meet the Lord : 
- SR He 


He will take you into the Clouds from 


the--reach of: the Sulphureous Flames. 
Enoch foretgld the coming of this Fiery 
Day : They that are like : Ezoch, fhall 
even like Eng? with 2 Tranſlation eſcape 
the Terrors of. it. O let us Walk as the 
People that believed theſe awful things, 


RULE :L-:- 


' Let us Tread in the Sreps. of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and we ſhall then w3lk, with 
God : Part ofhis Errand into the World; 
was to fet us an Example of ſuch a Walk, 
Now we are told, in 1 Fohn. 2..6. We 
ought ſo to walk, even as he walked. Q 
look upon the walk, of him that kept 
cloſe to God, without one wry Step, one 
wrong Step, for.above thirty Years toge- 
ther in the. World. What a ſort of a 
Walk, was His? We read in A. 10. 38 
He went about doing good. He walked in 
all manner of Pzty and Charity; He |Walk- 
ed 1n a perpetual endeavour to pleaſe and 
ſerve His Father : Sic ooulus, ſic ule manus, 
554 [ROS 3 That was his. Walk; and 
It 1s faid,. in 1 Per. 1. 21. He has left us 
an Example, that we ſbould follow bis Steps. 


Of late Years among the Mabometans, 


even 
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| even among the Barbarous- Twks them. 


ſelves, there are ſprung up: a vaſt Se& 
of Men, who are called, The good Followers - 
of the Meſſiah. Theſe hold: that Chriſt: is 
God, and that he ts the Redemer of the world; 
and they are of ſuch Repute, that it is an 
Applauſe among them, You are a Follower of 
the Meſſiah, What ſhall be ſaid of us then, 
if ne are not the Followers of our Bleſſed Je- 


L ſus? Verily, the Men of 4rabia and Anato- 


lia will condemn vs in the Judgment of the 
Lord. Odd hs 


RULE 1I.- 


Let us Walk with Good men, and we 
do it with God Himſelf. If our Conſci- 
ence be not fearfully ſtupified, it will tell 
us, What ſort of men have moſt of God 
among them, We are with God, when 
we Walk with ſuch as Walk after the Lord. 
Let us Walk with good Men in their 


o ſettle thy- own Mind about. Obſerve 
rho ; : ROW, 
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20 . The Walk of 
now, Which way the generality of ſobe' 
ſerious, praying People g9: What erati- 
fies good men 3S moſt.” likely to be the ff to 
Truth of God : Doſt thoy ſee which way || ch 
the looſe, wile, carnal fort: of Men ga? do 
[+1 Come wot io their ſecret, O my th: 
$9 '» | BET Ten ST 
Let.us Walk: with good Men in their pra fro 
Gces too : Look. upon their Merrificericn, | Go, 
upon their Devorion,npon their Zeel,and be me: 
able to ſay, as in 2 Cor. 12.18, Walkedſl \ 
ot we in the ſame Spirit ? walked nat we BWRuv 
in the ſame Steps? There has been a fa- [Eve 
mous Tribe of: Scholars ig the World, fſand 
known by the Name of Walkers : 'Tis the f[goin 
Name that all Chriſtiavs may: lay claim flex: 
unto ; they are Walkers. © be of their Tho 
Society ; ſay truly, / am « Companion of us f 
them that fearfgod. . 1 


RULE. 1. 
IPon 


Let ns Eat well, that we may WakMen 
well. 'Tis written -of Zljab, in 1 Kingfte Yo 
19.8. He did eat and drink, aud went wnljon. / 
the ftrength of that meat {eighty Miles]foug: 
unto the Mount of God. Would you :evÞ tho 
gage in a Walk with God?. Let;me :thenÞe- I. 
1ay as the ArgFel:to the Prophety .$/ebere F 

, ang: co: - 
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Holy and Happy Mey. 4 
aud Eat, for the. walk ts-too great for thee. 
A twofold. cating are we ta be urg'd var 
to: Let us by a Contemplative Eating 
chew upon. the Word of God., Never 
do any Men Walk with God, like therq 
y | that can ſay, Meditation ts. ſmeet unto. me. 
| N'Fis faid of, Iſaac, He walbed.in the Fields 
4. ſto meditate : And indeed, He walked with 
2, God, when he was alone at that Imploys 
be nent. 

a We ſhould after a Sermon, retire to 
we [kuminate thereupon. We ſhould in an 
fa- Evenmsg refleft upon God's Mercy to us, 
and our Carriage to him in the day fore- 
going: We ſhould often ſingle out ſome 
Sm exe or ſome Truth to Exerciſe our 
ir [lhoughts upon: This will ſtrengthen 
» of 0s for our Walk. 
Again, -Let us by a Sacramental Eating 
ed upon the Bread of God. Ir is dreadful 
o ſee what multitudes do turn their backs 
 poenthe Table of the Lord. Alas ! that ever 
#akfen ſhould break the Laws of God, yea and. 
Eingilie Yows of Gad, as they do by this Omiſ- 
a #nJon. Art not thou Baprized, and now Old 
ilesJÞhough to be Confirmed ? Then as often 
3 29Þ thou wirhdraweft from the Supper of - 
-theaÞþe- Lord, | he ſets that mark upon thee, 
hbſevere goes a Covenant-breaker out of Doors | 
ang” "ff | ___.An- 
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22 _ TheWalkof © 

Anſwer to this, Haſt thou a ſmrere deſire to 

Walk with God, or n0? If thou haſt not, 

how dareſt thon ſleep in that horrible 

- Perillons Unregetreracy ? If thou haſt, then 
come hither > Come lamenting all thy 


Infirmities: Let = weakneſs quicken thee, i 


and not hinder, O come for thy Food ; 
fo thou ſhalt: Walk, and nor faint ; yea; 
Pan and not be weary:' 


RL E. IV. 
Let us be with God; that we thay 


Walk, with - Him. Be alwayes on” God's 
fide againſt Sis ſide: All- other ſiding 


may be culpable, but this is Neceſſary, 


this is ' Prazſe-worthy : Indeed Sir, that 
calls like Fehs, in 2 King. g. 3%. Who i 
on my fide? who? This 1s the outcry ol 
Superſtition and Profanity ; who #s on my 


fide ? who? But let me oppoſe that off. 


Moſes heretinto, in Exod. $32.26. Who 
on the Lords ſide ? Even ſo; who is on the 


fide of Godlineſs and Honeſty ? Who is} - 


on the ſide of Holineſs and Sobriety ! 
* Who will bear a Teſtimony to all the 

Truths, and all the IWayes of-the Lord ! 
Let us all be on that ſide,” and. Walk ac- 
IS RULE 


as 4 


Holy and Flappy Men. 22 
RULE YV. 


Let us remember that we are Walking, 


' and it will be with God. 


Keep up the frame of Morrals, and the 


- frame'of - in the World. O Re- 


member as Joſhua, in Foſh. 23. 14. 1 am 


- gong the way of all the Earth : Remember 


thou art a Traveller. The Pſalmiſt ſays, 
in Pſal. 39.12. 1 am a Sojourner with God. 
The way to be with God, is to remeni- 
ber, am &4 Sojourner : O Remember 
this, I am walking on the Borders of Eter- 
nity, "every day 1 am walking apace towards 


' aneternal home. This will make our Walk 


more amiable than that of the three things 
which go well, or than that of the four 
things which are comely in their going. 
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And he was not, for God took him. 
He Wak of Holy and Happy Men, has 


been the -SuVject of our Diſcourſe, 
Behold the Eza of that Walk, now offering 


it ſelf nnto conſideration with us. The. 


Pſalmiſt hath faid anto us, in Pfzt. 37. 37. 


Matk the perfett, and behold theupright, for 


the end of that man 1s peace, In the bleſſed 
'Enoch we may ſee ſuch an End of ſuch a 
Man, 'Two little Clauſes comprize-the 
Account which ſes has given of it ;*and 


\ EN 


- ys (FM . 


_ the 


The good End, &., 25 
the: double Efare of this Great Saint is 7 
therein referred unto. ' 


Firſt, It is ſaid, He was net. This 
points at that Eſtate which he paſſed from, 
You: may conceive what he was, in regard 
of his Condition and Employment here : 
But now he was 0t that Sufterer, he mas nor 
that Preacher any, mSre. 


: Secondly, It is ſaid, God Took him. This 
points at that Eftate which he paſled into. 
God Took him td Himſelf, God rok him unto 
all that Light, and Life, and Hez 2VEn, 
which the Angels themſelves had before 
the Alcenſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

All that we have hitherto: been told, 
ſeems to be no more than what befalls every 
godly Man. But. no lefs an Interpreter + + } 
| than the Spirit of God. himſcif, by ths | 
* | Apoſtle Paul, ' has - illaſtrared this Text 
> . | withamore ſurpri izing lnterpretztion of 18. 
© Þ Conſult Zeb. L 1. 5; and we have this Para- 
£ phraſe hereupon : Here It 1s aid, tHe was 
q' z0t : There tis ſaid, He was os Found. 
X It ſeems thar this Famons Prophet faudenly 

diſappeared fr the view \of. the World: 
q All Mankind ith *'Wonder ſought, and 
Be and look'd: after Eroch, as they 
x: did 
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did after Elijah at another time ; but they 
could not fiz@ him. Why? What was BY 
become of him ? - Here 'tis ſaid , God 


Took, him : "There 'tis faid, God bad Tran- - 
ſlated him, that he ſbould not ſee Death. This h 2 


was a very marvellous Providence ! He Go 
had born a zealous Witneſs for the Wor- eſt 
ſhip, and the Truths, and the Ways of 
God , againſt a wicked World. - God 
would make them ſee that he own'd the th 
Teſtimony, and the Converſation of this 
worthy Man. - -Hence,? though Abel was he; 
murdered for his Piety, Enoch ſhall be rran- 
ſlated for his : He was immediately fetched, 
and changed into the Circumſtances of the Or 
Glorified. Thus he became, as Terrulhian 


ſays of him, ACanditate of Eternity. ; pr 
The Dottrine which we are hence allow- da 
ed an Application of, is, . IE 
' | lai 

.D-O Cc : FG da 


To be taken b God from a Mortal Eſtate Þ| Or 
on Earth, to a Glorious Eſtate in the 
Heaven, is the Laos, Y Po of / 


. that Walk with him. the 
regs, An 
PROP,'L:; the 


- They that Walk with God, ſhall be 
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Taken by God from their Mortal Eftate on: 
Earth, The Scholars of the Colledge at 
Bethel, ſaid ance unto Eljah, in 2 King. 
2. 3. Knoweſt thou that the Lord will take away 
thy maſter from thy head to day? Andhe fatd, 
Yea, I know it. In like manner it may be 
ſaid unto the Body of the Chriſtian z Know- - 
eſt thou that the Lord will take away thy Maſter, 
thy- Spirit from thy Head, into another (fate 
one day ? Every Believer may reply, Yes, 
I know that it will be ſo, Our Eftate in this 
World, is an Eſtate of Tryal; God is 
here Trying, and Framing, and Shaping of * 
ns, in order to everlaſting Happmeſ or 
Miſery. And it is-an Eſtate bf Trouble too : 
Our+ Fall from God, is the occaſion of the 
many Diſtreſſes that belong unto it. This. 
Mortal Eſtate of ours, the Lord will one. 
day take us from. Ore day, but on what 
day ſha] this Deliverance be ? Truly at our 
lat day, at the Day of our Death, at the 
day that we are moſt ready to tremble at : 
On 'that Day the Lord will del:ver us from 
" hand of all our enemies, and from the hand 
of ſm. | 

Firſt, God will take the Believer from 
the ſtate of a Sinner here. The dolorous 
Anguiſhes of the beſt *»Men alive, are like 
thoſe of the Apoſtle in Rom.7,24. 0 wretched 
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mas that 1 am | who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of. thi death ? Soul,; I will tell thee 
what ſhall do it; The Death of this. Body 
(:all. That, that will do the deed. The 


Believer is now lamenting, My iniquities 
are niore than the batrs of my head-;- he Is 
row lamenting, dy mounds fink., and are 
corrupt, becauſe of my fooliſpuefs. - Buti we 
ſhall not always be: complaining iq.;' God 
will take us from all our Corruptions.z: God 
will-rake us from all our Diſoxders-3. Go! 


mill rake us from the reach of ſo much as 


one vain. Thought for, evermore. I may 


ſpeak after Moſes in Deut. 12. 8. Ye ſhall aa 


do after all the things toat we ao here this day; 
though ye are nor as yet come to the reſt; which 
the Lord your God gtveth you. When the 


Walls of this Clay Tabernacle are batter'd 


down, all the Zeproſie which now cleaves 
unto vs, will be done away. We ſhall 
ſhortlytake an eternal farewel or every 
Luft , and ſay , Be gone, thou vile thing, 
be gone, 1 will never ſee thee more. Indeed, 
it was the curſed Womb of Sin, from 
which Death at firſt came into the World. 
But O the Myſtery of Divine-Wiſdom | 
The. Daughter deſtroys the Mether, and 
by «Death ſhall S/z. go out of- the World 
again, «+ E's Cora ne 9 ohh 
£ IP Sccondly, 
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Secondly, God will rake the Believer from 
the fate of a Mourner here. There are many 
and mighty. Temptations, which now cauſe 


us to vex, as Rebckah did at her Annoyances, - 


in Gen. 29. 46. 1 am weary of my ppfe ! Yea, 
but when thy Lyfe 1s expired, they ſhall 
never weary Thee any more. 
vs from all ſeducing. Temptations, "ar.d re- 
move all Evil Connſellors from our preſence 
for ever. The fiery Darts of the Dex3! 


| ſhall not reach us and wound us as hereto- 


fore. We ſhall not be put upon ſaying, 
Get thee behind me, Satan ;, for Satan ſhall 
be far enough below us. The time will 


.come, when we ſhall march as Conquerors 


thorough theſe Territories of the Prince of 
the Power of the Air; and at the utmoſt 
Borders thereof, we ſhall give ſuch a tri- 
umphant Shout, Aden, foul Fiend, adicy ! 
The Son of David will: never let me conie into 
thy devouring Jaws again, We ſhall go 
hkewiſe from the Intanglements of the 
World. The things of this World, we ſhall 


- turn our backs upon, as upon poor 7ifies, ' 


poor Nothings, and miſerable Comforters ; 
and we ſhall ſzy, To the Fare I leave you all. 
The Men of this World, we ſhall be no 


more flattered or terrified withal ; but laugh 


at all the Favors and all the Fury of thole 
ak G 4 Poor 


God will take 
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| - poor Worms, and ſay, as our Saviour to 
' © the Jews, Whither I go, you' cannot come. 


God will take us from all affiting Temptations 
too. As for our Spirits, we ſhall not weep 
as we d@& now, under our Doubts and our 
Fears, nor any more ſay, God counteth me 
for his Enemy. As for our Bodtjes, we ſhall 
drop them ; and all the As, and all the 
Pains of them, as Elijah did his Mantle of 
old. As for our Names, we ſhall be gone 
' from the ſcourge of the Tongue ; there ſhall 
benoShimei to curſe us in the New-Jernuſalem 
which we go unto. No Loſſes, no Croſſes will 
then affeCt us ; nor Cair's Club of Perſecuti- 
on ever lay a blow upon us any more. 


Thirdly, God will take the Believer from 
the ſtate of a Watter here. It is the Voice 
of all good Men, in 2 Cor. 5.2. We groan 
earneſtly deſiring to be *cloathed upon wich our 
houſe which 1s from Heaven, Our laſt groans 
will put a period unto thoſe grvans. God 
will take us from our Faith, and from our 
Hove ; it ſhall be turned into Szghs, and 
Love, and Foy, World without end. We 
ſhall, e're long, leave looking for the Reſt 
which” remaineth for the people of God: Leave 
looking for that City , whoſe Builder and 
Maker 15 God : Leave looking the Crown of 
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of a good Walk | 


Life, the Crown that fadeth not away, We 
ſhall have what we have been /ookgne for ; 
and we ſhall be rake» from our humble, 
prayerful, careful Expettations of it. We 
ſhall no more be parting after the Promiſe, 
and ſaying, O when will it come unto me! All 
the ſure Mercies of the Covenant will ſay 
unto us, We are come, we are come ; we are 
om thine for evermore. _ 


PROP. IL 


They that Walk with God, ſhall be. 
taken by God unto a glorious Eſtate in Heaven 
tO. ” 

We ſhall be rake by God, when we are 
takes by Death. But unto what ſhall we - 
be taken ? A New Sight will chiefly conſti- 
tute the New State which God will take us 
to. In ſhort, we- ſhall be rcaken to a 
Full,” Refreſhins, Transforming Sight of God 
in Chriſt, among the Righteous for ever, 1 
ſhall give but a couch ar theſe things ; we 
do but ſtammer and ſtumble when we at- 
tempt a Deſcription of them. Indeed , 
I know not. whether I had beſt offer -ar 
any Deſcription of this glorious Eftare ; or 
inſtead thereof, only ſay as he ſaid unta 
Nathanael once, Goand ſee, Yet however, 
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this little Cluſter of Notions we may carry 
with us to the heavenly Countrey , from 
whence they were broyght unto us. 


Firſt, God will take the Believer unto 
a ftate wherein he ſhall be 1mmediately 
beholding of himſelf in Chriſt Feſus. We 
ſhall come into the Preſence of our Lord, 
and behold our Foſeph, our Jefus, all his 
glory, There ſhall then be fulfilled that 
part of our Lord's Interceſſion, in Fob. 17. 
24+. Let them be with me, where I am, that 
they may behold my glory. God will take vs, 
where we ſhall fee the Countenance, and 
hear the Conference too of that Man, 1n 
whom dwells the fulneſs of the Godhead bo- 
aily. God will taze us into the Embraces 
of him who has loved us, and waſhed us away 
from our fins 1m bis own blood, And when 
we ſee him, we ſhall ſee God in, him. 1 
ſuppoſe that he is the large Golden Veſſel 
fall of God, from which the heavenly Vi- 
lions of God are to be derived for ever- 
more. Our Felicity ſhall be that in ar. 
5.8. They ſhall ſce God, God will take us, 
where we ſhall be made ſenſible of his A:- 
tribates and Perfeftions, in a meaſure that 
we are not us'd unto. God 'will take us, 
where we ſhall not ſo much in any Creature 
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as. in the Mediator, ſee bim that is Inviſi- 
ble. | 

.. Secondly, God will rake the Believer vn- 
to 2 State wherein he ſhall be wonderfut- 
tofl ly Conformed to Himſelf and Chriſt Feſus. + 
ly | The Children of God have His Nature, 
/e Þ His Image: now upon them, they ſhall 
d, | hereafter arrive- to the fulneſs of ir, and 
be filled with all the fulneſs of God: The 
at 8 Pſalmiſt conld ſay, in P/al. 17. 15. 7 
7- | ſhall bs ſatisfied, when I awake with the like- 
at | meſs of God. God will rake us where- our . 
IS, | Knowledge will be enlarged like the Sands 
nd Þ on the Sea-ſhore: Where our Yertue 
1n | ſhall be compleated into an Heart after 
0- Gods own Heart : God will take us, where 
es | the Sw of Riphreouſmeſs will repleniſh us 
ay | with bright Beams of Zizht and Love, 
Fn until we be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as 

be ts. s 

lel Thirdly, God will take the Believer in- 
Vi-l to a S:zre, wherein þ2 ſhall enjoy the 
er- | belt Soggery of moit Righteous Ones. We 


ar. Þ ſhall be able to ſpeak after the manner 


us, | of the Apoſtle,” in Heb.12. 22. I am come 
to an innumerable company of Angels, and to 
the general Aſſembly of the firſt-born. The 
us, Angels they ' are our Guardians now : God 
will rake us, where they ſhall be our in- 
* | timate 
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timate Companions. We ſhall move and 
live among thoſe morning Stars; The Firſt- 
born, they are our Familiars here ; - we 
covet their being ſo, notwithſtanding all 
the folly and Error, and 1! humour that 
Is obies in them : God will take us, where 
we ſhall aſſociate our ſelves with all that 
ever feared God, and not one breach of 
Charity, ſhall ever diſturb our Converſa- 
tion there. 


Fourthly, The Stare which God will 


take the Believer into the Comforts of, 
will be an Eternal State. * God will take us 
to.an Houſe ; but what a one ? 'We read 


in 2 Cor.5. 1. It will be an eternal Houſe. 


God will take us to a Glory: But of what 
ſort is it? We read in 1 Per. 5, 10. 
It is an eternal glory. God will take us to 


. an Jzberitance ;,, But how long ſhall it laſt ? 


We read in Heb. 9. 15. It is an Eternal 
Inherttance. Truly it is a Life. Eternal 
which our God will take us to. We 
ſhall be in it as many Millions gf Ages 
as there are Drops in the Ocean, or Atoms 
In the Univerſe ; yet Believer thou ſhalt 
ſay, My Heaven will "OO itlaſt « as ma- 


x af Aoes ores 


Prop, 


EEE PWT. 
® & x , 
Se ME... - 
Fo Ws 3 2  F,.*M 
7 W "»3) Ss Oo oa * FRY. eta one BY 
mn Wet... {\ L 


- WF. WF... 


i es 


»sS TT wn WU2 VW. v0 


"a ſeparate Soul can feed upon. 


YM , "” 4 ; ofirh, FY j $ MY 2 Wha ” as & «> , TESTS 4 gk NY . TE” F. od x k - 
ok "2% rd aac: 4-10 & , ; # 
, "7 LEES. L 
4 : hw X 
. wy c 
bes % 
F - = * 7 
of a good Watk © 
00 a 3 ) 
» - 


3 
- 


Prop. II: 


 Thereis a variety of Diſpenſation uſed 
by God in his thus raking of them, that 
Walk with him. 4 | 

The Lords raking of Men is, in gene- 
ral by his changing of them, it is by ma- 


king that they ſhall 0: be: Not an An- 


mhilation, but a vaſt Alteration happens to 
Believers; when it: ſhall be ſaid of them, 
They are not { And then they are rakez by 
the Lord: And in particylar it is mana- 
ged three ſach ways as theſe. 

Firſt, It is by Dying ; when we Dye, 
they, we' are ot. The Dying Man may 
ſfay, as in Pſal. 39. 13. 1 go hence, Iam 
20 more, The Dead Man 75 zor: a man in 
ſuch a place, he-is mor a Man of ſuch a 
Thought, he ts not afting upon ſuch Ob- 
jets as he was before. When a Man is 
ready to Dye, we perceive it by Chang- 
1g, aswe call it, of the Man ; much more, . 
when a Man is dead he.is'a changed Man. | 
Then it is. that we are taken by the Lord : 
Thus it*is ſaid, in 1/a. 57. 1. The Righte- 
05 is taken away. The Spirit is then ca- 
ken to all the Delights and Pleaiuresthar . 
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Secondly, It is by Riſins. When we 
Rife at the laſt day, vhen we are not ; we 
are not ſuch feeble wretched things as 
we are this day. The Reſurref&ion* will 
bring a marvellous Change on the Sub- 
jeQs of it: Ir is the Speech of Fob, in Ch. 
4. 14. If a man dye, ſhall he live again ? 
He ſeems to refute what he did recite 
jaſt before as the Opinion of too many, 
Men, and ſay now, Yes, chat he ſhall find. 
And hence It 1s added, I will watt all the 
Dayes of . my appointed time until my Change 
come. What Change is that? I will not 
exclude or oppoſe | the common ſenſe of 
it ; yet I wouid humbly ſuggeſt, why may 
it "not be the Chanoe which the gexr 
Words referr unto ? Thos ſhalt call and 


1 will anſwer thee ;, thou wilt have a deſire - 


to the work of thine Hands. At the Refur- 
recon It will beſo; God will then have 
a Deſire to ſee our ohce Curious, but now 
Rotten Body, ſet in order again, he ſhall 
then call, Ariſe, ye Dead, where are you ? 
_Anſe! \nd we Mud {tart out of the Duſt, 
25 it were, anſwering, Lord ! come! This 
the Departed Sol 18 tp Keep w: aiting for. 


\, Ir fees more than a Afomert, it. may 


ſ:em a long while to the Soul cill this be 


Accomp! iſhed : Then ir is alſo that we are” 
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taken by tlie Lord : with ſome reſpect unto 
this our, Lord ſaid unto His Diſciples, in 
Fohn 14.3. Iwill come again,and .take you unto 
my ſelf : The Body is then alſo Taker, to be 
an Incorruptivle,a Spiritual, and a. Powerful In- 
{trament of the Squl in all the motions of it. 
Thitdly, There 1s another Taking that 
ſome have Experience of, and that is by 
Tranſlation. There are ſome Perſons, in 
whom the Unon between their ſpirits and 
their bodjes never 1s diſſolved ; by the Mi- 
niſtry of Angels they are both in ſpirit and 
in body too made capable of a preſent en- 
trance into the Kingdom of God, aid fo 
thoſe winged Meſſengers of Heaven carry 
them away, without any more ado. - This 
was. ths Prerogative of Enoch before the 
Law, and of Eljab under it : I believe this 
would have been the Caſe of all:Men, if 
Adam had not ſinned when he did ; and 
there are many thonſands of Pious People 
with whom 1t will yet be ſo. At the /c- 
cond Coming of our Lord, there will be 
multitudes of Chriſtians in the World ; 
what will become of them, when the Fire 
of God ſhall be flaming and raging as far as 
Noah's Flood did extend of old ? How ſhall 
they get out of the way of that horrible 
Fire that ſhall confame and carry oe be- 
ore 
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fore it here? The Apoſtle doth inform ns 
in 1 Cor. 15.52. We ſball not all ſleep, but 
we ſhall all be changed; there is our Chang- 
ing: And in 1 The/, 4. 17. We which are 
alive ſhall be taken up in the Clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air, and ſo ſhall we be for ever 
with the Lord : There is our taking» too ; 
and God knows how ſoon this may be. 


USE I. Exhortation. 


Let it be our Care, that when we are 
20t, we may be taken by the Lord ; while 
we are abſent from the Lord, this is the 
main work that we have todo;.it is the 
0e thing needful. | 
 Conlider, 1. Yet a little while and, we 
ſhall nor be , we ſhall ſurely and quickly 
take our leave of the World, and ſay. as 
In Job7. 8. The Eye of him that bath ſeen me 
ſhall ſee me no more, thine Eyes. are upon me, 
and I am nor. CE | | 

We ſhall all be taken away very certain- 
ly; as he could ſay, in Job 30. 23. [know 
that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the 
Houſe appointed for alt the living ; ſo may 
youand I and all ſay, 1kzow that my Leaſe 
of my Clay houſe will be out ere long ; And, I 
know that as ſure as 1 ambere, I ſhall e're long 
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be gone from hence. Where is Abraham the 
+ | Faithful, and Moſes the Gracious, and 
-. | Paul the ſerviceable, and Solomon the wile; 
-s | and Nebuchadnezzar the Great ? they. are 
t || 7207. Where are the good Men that filPd 
er | the Seats of this Houſe when this Famous 
LefAure firſt began? they are not; where 
are perhaps a thouſand Millions of People 
that were living upon the Earth fifty years 
ago? They are not. There are now alive 
by Computation, about Eight Allions of 
re | Engliſh People in the World ;- where will 
le | every Mothers Child of them be in one Ge- 
he Þ neration more ? And ſhaltthou be exemp- 
he | ted from this common Lot ? Worm ! Art tho# 
he-that ſhall eſcape.? No: the All-mowing 
we | Scythe ſhall take thee away like all other 
Iy | Men : It was faid unto him, in Fob 13. 4. 
as | Shall the Earth be forfaken for thee ? ſhall the 
me | Rack, be Removed out of its place ? So may it be * 
xe, | ſaid unto every one of us: Is it not faid, 1t 
# appointed unto all men once to dye ? Is it not 
in- | faid of Death, It. is the Endof all Men : And 
ow | it is'the War, inwhich there 1s no: Diſcharge ? 
the | Well; And ſhall this Rock, be removed for 
ay | thy poor fake ? Do not imagine ſo; © 
aſe | - - Addthis, we ſhall all be'Takez away very 


\ I | ſpeedily roo. Short-liv'd Man, be ſerious: * 
oug | How long is thy a hers like to 
be | | 


be? 
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be? Hear Davias Anſwer to that Queſti- 
on, in, 1 Chron, 28. 15. On dayes on Earth 
are as a Shrdow, and there is none abiding-- 
Let Fames anſwer It, in Fam. 4. 14. What 
is your Life ? it ts even a Vapour, that appear- 
erh for a little rime, and vaniſhes away : "Let 
Fob anſwer it, in Fob 9.25, My dayes are 
ſwifter than a-Poſt ;, they are paſſed away as 


the ſwift Ships ; as an Eagle that haſtens to the 


Prey. Our Age is now contracted into Se- 


wenty years, and :how few reach to Seven- 


:y, 1n compariſon of them that never ſee 


Twenty of them ! Beſides, a big part of 


our few aayes are already palt and gone, 
with many. ofus: How. many may ſadly fir 
and figh.and ſay this day, 1 have been here 
bnt a little: while, yet 1 cannot now be ſo long 
more, as I have already been ! 


Conſider, 2. If God then take us not, 
w/o will ? | have read of a profane Monſter 


' who on one ſide of his Sword had the Pi- 


&ure of Chri/f, on the other fide the Pi-- 
Cture of the Dew/; with this Motto under 
it, -S7.tu 0773s, ifte rogitat : If He won't 
Take-me, here's Gre that will, Horrid 
Creature !'Byt that Frenzy is almolt equal- 
kd among us, by thoſe that wiſh the De- 
vil to rake them every day : Alas !. that, 
that. will- be the horrible Dr of 
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| The good Epd, 41 
them that ſhall not be rakez by theLord. 
It ..is a fearful Curſe upon the wicked 
Man, in P/al. 109g. 6. Let Satan ſtand at his 
rsoht hand: Thus, O thus it will be. 
When the Soul of a wicked Man is going 
away, a Devil, a Dragon ſtands by -his 
Bed-ſide, and will cate, and hold, and 
wound that miſerable Soul. . Yea, there 
is a more aſtoniſhing Vengeance to come 
upon ſuch a Man. If a Maa be not raker: 
by the ſaving Hands, he will be taker by 
the damning Hands of God himſelf. The 
Hands of the Great and the Terrible God, 
will for ever take thoſe that fall thereinto; 
and /-ire them and ſlay them with imme- 
diate Impreſſions of his Fiery Wrath. 
But what ſays the Apoltle, in Hey. 10.31 ? 
It ts a fearfal thing to fall into the Hands of 
the Luing God. © d 
Whar, what ſhall now be done by us? 
ia ſhort; let us be Walzrg with. God, 
and we ſhall be :«<&e- by God. ' Say now, 
every Soul, as in 4c.4. 5. We will walk 
in the Name of our God for ever and ever. 
Elijah was taken as he was walkins : Let us 
Wk thus, and God will :ake us : Be ſure 
God will rake us, if we take Him. Let 
us take Him as our Lord; take him as our 
End ; take Him as our excecting great Re- 
S Hz: ward, 
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ward. - Thus take Him in our Walk, and 
He will rake us from. our Wak to\.our 
Crow. Fs 


# 
a 
a 
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USE II. Conſolation... , 
ty 
Fo 


Let it be our Foy, that when we are ot, 
we ſhall be raken by the Lord. . | 

Behold a Cordial here, againſt three th 
ſorts of Exerciſes. of 


_ Firſt, Againſt all the Troubles of this Life. | 
We are apt to be diſcouraged at the || 9 
\* . . Difficulties of this Evil World : But the | YV' 
Voice of our God unto 'us,. is that,.in | © 
Luke 21.28. Lift up your Heads, for your | 2 
Redemption draweth mgh. E're long you ſhall le 
not be ; and then your Afflitions too, they | © 
ſhall zor be : God will rake you from them || P? 
all. And what ſays Pauls Caicylation, in | © 
Rom. 8.18. For Ireckos, (he ſpeaks like an | Y* 
Arithmetician, or an Accomptant) char | ## 
the ſufferings of this preſent time, are nor | 
worthy to- compared with the Glory which ſhall | © 
be Revealed, When two Engliſh Prote- | © 
ſtants, - one that was Blizd, another that | # 
was Lame, were leading to be Burned, | Y 
they ſo cheared one another, Well fare we, | 9! 
we ſhall need our Crutches and our Guides no 
ENS. -> more 


more after this. . Thus let us inall our Tri- 
als think, When 1 am beyond the Stars, 1 
never ſhall be under the Clouds any more. Have 
you any Sorrows hard to bear ? Are you 
afflicted in your Friends ? Haſt thou like 
David, a Son that makes thee ſay, My 
life 1s ſpent with Grief ? Haſt thou like Feph- 
tah, a Daughter that makes thee ſay, Alas / 
thou haſt brought me very low, thou art one 
of them that trauble me? Haſt thou Job's 
or Abigail's Yoke upon thee ? O think, / 
ſhall ſhortly be. gone from the Light . and Senſe 


of ſuch things as theſe, Are you aMlicted in 


your Names? . Are: you like Ekjah, count- 
ed a Troubler of Iſrael? or like Feremiabh, 
a Man of Contention; or like Paul, a Peſti- 
lent Fellow, and a mover of Sedition? O 
think, 1 ſhall meet with none of theſe Re- 
proaches where I am going ? Are you- affli- 
ed in your Boates, or your Eſtates ? Are 
you like, 7:-othy, cruciated with often 11- 
firmiries ? or like Naomi, going out full, 
and coming home empry .of Temporal 
Goods ? O think, 7 ſhall quickly be where 
a Spreal or an Alms-houſe, there' never mas 
any occaſion for. Are there any ſnares that 
you are too often trepan'd into? O think 
of the Time when all this Earth ſhall be 
to. you as an /zviſeble point ; think, T be 
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44. The god End | 
God of Peace will by and by brutſe Satan un- 
der my feet ! Are there any Sins, which are 
the 1niquities of your Heeis ? O think of the 
Time; yea, the Eternity, when God fays 


unto you, Thos art all fatr,my Love ; think, 
1] ſhall fhortly be 1mpeccable. | 


Secondly, Againſt all. our fears of aur own | 


SUmmons ence. 
It is ſaid of fome, in. Heb. 2. 15. Thro 


fear of Death, they are all their life-time ſub- 


je# unto Bondage. It 'is the Infirmity of 
, too many'among us here: If God ſhould 
this day fay unto! us;,: as to Moſes,;or to 
Aaron; Go up the Mountain' and. dye-; or go 
up the Chamber and dye: Which of vs 
could without Horror, have .that -order 
given to us? Bur why-art thou ſo much 
afraid of this? One ſaid well, Es eff 
mortem Timere, qu uolit ad Chriſtum ire. 
That Man that 1s afraid of being rake: 
by God; let that man fear todye. To all 
other Perſons, let me fay, What & that 
' Not-being which thou recoileſt at ? It 'ts 
only. an Officer ſent -by God to Fetch 
thee, like Joſeph, from a Priſon to'a King- 
dom. When that Snake', that hideous 
Rattle-Snake, Death, ſhall come hifling to 
* thy Bed-ſide, thou mayſt now look and 
= laugh, 


bend am. A a; "PT" 
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- laugh, and ſay, as in 1 Cor. 15: 55.0 Deg 
 mhere 4s thy Sting? Holy Mr.. Dod being, 


told by his Phylicians that he might re- 


cover of a Sickteh then upon him ; aig, 
Alas, This 1s Juft « as if a I -atber-beaten Ie 

riner juſt got into the. Harbour, ſhogld be told, 
that, he muft put out to Sta apgin, O this 


Not- being, thar hath ſach a diſmal AſpeR, 


tt is unto the Religious, but a being 7e- 
ken by the Lord: Well then, when this 
 Nor-being ſhall call, Come ,away; let our 
anſwer, be ; Tea. Ile. come with all my 4 Hears. 
We need. not Gy! to Grim Death, Have / 
found thee, © mine. Enemy ! No: Never 
had we ſuch a Friend. 


Thirdly, Againſt. our Grief at. the. De- 


parture of ſuch as are falle, ep in Teſus.. 


Behold a well-ſpiced. Cup, here got. rea- 
dy for the Funerals of ſuch as are juſtly 
dear unto us : They are not gone as Ab- 
ſalom was;a David may then all melt at ſuch 
a Death. No. ?tis poſſible our Relations 
did as Dorcas of old, leave behind them 
the Evidence of their Piety ; perhaps they 
did alſo as Encch of old, Jive long in a 
little time : We-may perhaps look into 
their Memorials, and ſee how they went 
th. Heaven every day, long before they 
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pg 'd; and ſee how they Covenanted, and 

alked. and | ved with the Lord. Me- 
thinks theſe do now call unto us, As In 
4 Luk. 23.28. Weep not for me, but weep for 
your ſelves : Does Facob ſay, Joſeph is not ? 
Pha Rachel ſay, My Children are not ? 
Why, has God taker them ? they belong- 
ed unto Him. *Tis faid, in Joh. 11. 35. 
Feſus wept over Lazarus : One of the An- 
cients affirms, it was not becauſe he was 
Dead, but becauſe he' was about to be 
made Alive again. ' 1 do not juſtifie the 
Gloſs; but I am ſure our departed Ones, 
as it were call unto us, from the lofty 
Battlements of Heaven, We would not be 
with you again for all the World. 

Let vs then riſe, and waſh and change 


our Apparel, and ſay, 7 will 20s ro them,they 


ſhall n not return unto me. 
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INTEREST 


YOUTH: 


 Þ| The Thouohr of an Eller, on the Death 
. of a You ounger Brother. 


Uttered Ofob. 28. 1688. 


Eccl, XII. r. 


Remember Now thy Creator in the dayes of 
thy Youth. 


HE great Emperor, Auguſtus, making 

an Oration to his mutinous Army, 

El it with that ſurprizing Expreſſion, 

3 | crdite ſevem, Fuvenes quem- Fuvenem fenes 
7 anal 
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audierunt ,, When I was a young Man, old 


Men counted me. worthy to ſpeak unto 
them ; now I am'an old Man, methinks 
yours Men ſhould-not refuſe to mind what 
I ſay: Truly, fuch might the Speech of 
our Solomon be, by way of Preface to the 
. Text now read unto us; ſurely this o/d 
' Preacher deſerves the attention of every 
young Perſon among us all. It is a Paſſage 
uttered by this matchleſs ' and. inſpired 
Prince, in Prov. 22. 20. Have not ] writ- 
ren to thee excellent things ? It is by ſome 
rendred fo, Have nat I three times written 
fer thee 7 He hath indeed ſo ; we have three 
Books compoſed by that Royal and Re- 
nowned Pen ; one of which wears the 77- 
tle of Eccleſraftes, becauſe that ſuch was 
the Author of it. We are told of ſame 
in 2 Chron. 11.17. They walked in the way 
of David and of Solomon: : What way is 


that? It was the way of David, that he 


Gan'd, he fell, he diſhonoured God ex- 
ceedingly, but he ſoon Repented and re- 
covered, and then by writing'the fifty fir/# 
Pſalm he gave an Evidence of his doing 
ſo. This was the way of Solomon too ;. he 
departed from Gad with a wonderful Apo- 
ſtacy, but being reclaimed and reduced 
from his Wanderings, he now Publiſhes 

a A 
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of Youth. | 49 
a Teſtimony of it unto all the World. - 
This Book 1s a {icred and a ſolemn Trea- 
iſe, concerning the chief good of Man : It 
contains the Holy and\ Humble Retra8a- 
tions of a famous Monarch, who had ſought 
where he could not find the ſatisfaQtion of 
an Immortal Soul ; he had gotnp to the rop 
of all ſublunary Felicity, and from thence be- 
halding poor Mentoyland ſweat unreaſona- 


bly to! get up the rocky ragged Hill after 


him, with a lond Voice he now calls unto 
them all, You are miſtaken, there is nothing but 
Vanity and Vexation' here: Upon this the 
wiſe Man aſſures us all, That in the Ac- 
quaintance and the Enjoyment of God alone 
Is all our Happtreſs; and in the. inculcatiqn 
of ir, Young Men are particularly apply'd 
unto: We have a Dehortation given to 
them in the conchuſion of the former Chap- 
ter, and an Exhorration in the-_ beginning 
of this : in the former is a ſharp Sarcaſm, 
bur a grave Comrcil in the latter. Two 
things make up the Exhortarion : een 
Firſt, A Duty enjoyned, Remember thy 
Creator, in the Hebrew 'tis Thy Creators, 
which notes a plurality of Perſons in the 
Sdorable Godhead, oo TEEN: 
' Secondly, A Seaſon adviled; in the dayes 
of thy Yonth : It intimates not that hr 
| ONS 
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ſonspſt their Youth are exempted frotn this 
Command, .but that Perſons 7 their Youth 
are. peculiarly engaged herein ; whereforg I Cc; 


the Dof#rine before us, is, fin 
—- F ke 
Doctrine.  --- Is, 


| I is the Duty of All Men, and pecali- Go 
 arly of Young Men, to Remember 
 therr Creator, {o as to acknowledge ma 


F LING Ws E | us, 
| | | | Prop. F I. | ma 
ſu} 


The Bleſſed God, who Is Father, and 117 
Sor, and Spirie,..is the Creator of Men : Il or, 
Unto Mar about God it may be ſaid, He Wl Ca 
7s .thy Creators. Indeed in God there are iſ »e 
more Perſons than one. In the New Teſta- i &. 
ment that Myſtery of a Trinity is more par- lf t9 

ticularly inſiſted on. Athanaſius of old = nif 
would ſay unto them that had any Doubt I ty} 
about the Trinity, Go 10 Fordan, -and you NÞ Ge 
may fee what you ſeek, On the Banks of || 15 
Fordan, at the Baptiſm of our Saviour, | w 
in Marth. 3.16, 17. we have a glorious || tt 
Repreſentation of it. But in the Old Te- Þ fg 
ſtament too, the Myſtery of a Trinity is not 
concealed from the Church of God; the 
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Hiſtory of the Creation alone may be enough. 
to give a mention of it : We find God the 
Creator,. we find a Creating Word, and we 
find a Creating Spirit there diſtinftly ſpo- 
ken of. The very fir f# Clauſe in the Bible 
Is, In the Beginning God Created: The Name, 
God, Is in the plural Number, but the 


Verb, Created, -is ih the ſingular.; which 


intimates, that though there be but one 
God, yet there is more than oze ©Perſor in 
Him. The like Intimation is given to 
us, in Ger. 1.26, Where God ſaid, Let us 
make Man in our Image. It is Impious to 
ſuppoſe that the Angels are conſulted or = 
invited for the making of Man; 'tis ex- 
prelly ſaid, God made him + Nor in any 
Caſe would the moſt high ſpeak to Inſiru- 
mental Cauſes in the. firſ# perſon plural. 
ſo. The fond and blind Jews are put un- 
to wretched ſhifts, when they would ba- 
niſh their Notice of a 77imty from Scrip- 
tures thus plain and clear. Now this great 
God, who is thus Three in Oze, is the Cre- 
ator of the World. The moſt High God 
who is the Poſſeſſor, is alſo the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. It is true, that in 
ſome” ſort the Work of Crearion belongs 
moſt properly to-the Father, but the Sor: 
and -the' Spirit alſo are not excluded-from 
A 


&> The  Dmty and Intereſt 
2 glorious concurrence init : Unto him is 
every Man to aſcribe his own Creation and 
Original : We are thus called upon in 
Pſal. x00. 3.' Know ye that the Lord he us 
God, it. is he that hath made us, and not we 
. quer ſelves... That ſtyle, my AMaker, that is 
the ſtyle 1n which all Mer: that were not 
far worſe than Devils fave ever ſpoken of 
the Lord. | 
WA * 


Prop. II. 


It is the Duty of Al Men to Remember 
their Creator : It is a juſt matter: of En- 
quiry here, What it ss to Remember God? 
- The Anſwer in ſhort ts:this, To Re- 
member God 1s to Ackpomledze God. Or, 
Take Solomon's own. Explanation of it, in 
our Context” hete: /+ zs 10 fear God, axd 
keep his Commandments, There is both 
Underſtanding and  Aﬀettion imply'd in this 
Remembrance: To Remember.God is to Re- 
member all the Reſpett which we owe un- 
to him, and to Fender all that we Remem- 
ber, The Phraſe of Scripture-is to be In- 


terpreted by ſuch comprehenfive Rules 


as this. Iris rhe CharaCter of wicked Men, 
ro forzet God. . 'Tis aid in'Pfal. g. r7. The 
wiched ſpall be rurned:inma- tell; and: all the 
| oe, h ' Nations 
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Nations. that forget God. So then, to- Re= 


1 member God, this is the CharaQer of Go 

i {Men : To be ſenſible of God, that, that is 
, [to Remember him. There is a two-fold Re-. 
» Wembring of a thing : there 1s a keeping of 
Mit in our minds, .and there Is a calling. of 
+ Wit to our. minds : This Remembrance' we 
F (are to acknowledge God withal. In ſhort, 


we may obſerve that Solomon much imita- 
ted his Father, both in the matter and the 
manner of his Preaching to the World ; 
particularly, what Solomon here ſays to 
vs,” is but an Expreſſion of the ſame that 


y his Father ſaid to him, in 1 Chron. 28. 9. 
Wy ſor, kronythou the God of thy Father, aud 
Bf ſerve bim, Iu this manner we zre to Re- 
$ member God. - 0 

K. Firſt, We ſhould Remember God by our. 


4 N{oning of Him : We are to. Remember, That 
h (God 5s, and, That he is a Rewarder of them 
:. that diligently ſeek him. We are to Remem- 


7 ber, that there is a God who is Iafinize in 
1s (Þ1S Power, his Wiſdom, his Jſtice, and his 
y. (Cooaneſs, and that his Kingdom rleth over 
1 [4#. It 1s faid in Fer. 51. 50. Remember the 
oo ord afar off : Part of the meaning is, 
1, fxnowehe Lord. Strictly, 'tis impoſlible for 

? fa Man to Remember what he do's not Un- 


derſtand. We ſhould k&zow God in, his ſuff- 


CTerices, 
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54 The Duty and Intere# 
ciente, and know..God in his efficzence ;* we 
ſhonld k»zow God as ; repreſented in his 
| Words, in his Works, , and above all, '1 the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift. It was of old .counted 
a needful Counſel, Know thy ſelf; it is no 
leſs' importart and pertinent, Know thy 
God: This Knowledge, it hath Life Eter- 
nal in It. - | No 

Secondly, We ſhould Remember God. by 
our Thinking on him. The Pſalmiſt could 
ſay in Pſal, 63. 6. 1 Remember thee npon my 
bed, and meditate on thee in the night-watches. 
We ſhould have a Remembrance of, with 
a Meditation on the Holy . God ; awful 
and ſerious Thoughts of God fpould come 
into our. Hearts wen in a day : We ſhould 
often be Thinking of.God as our Fudge, and 
we ſhould Rermiember with our ſelves, / am 
now under the: flaming Eye of God, and I ſhall 
one day. ſtand before Tudgment-ſeat - of God. 
We ſhould often be Thinking of God as 
our. End; and we ſhould Remember with 
our ſelves, God has, formed me for himſelf, 1 
ſhould ſhew forth his praiſe. We ſhould of- 
ten be Thinking. of God as our Good, and 
we ſhould Remember with our ſelves, The 
Lord is my portion, and 1 have a goodly hert- 
rage. Briefly, whatthe Lord is in himſelf, 


the-ſame is he tobe 1n our daily Thoughts. 


0;: him. - - Thirdly, 
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E Thirdly, We ſhould Remember God by 
SS I Fwrning to him: It is a Prophecy in P/al. 
e i 22.27. All the Ends of the World ſhall Re- 
d member, and turn unto the Lord, ' We ſhould 
o iN have a Remembrance of God, that ſhall pro- 
”y duce Repentance for ſin : The Pſalmiſt has 
"- | communicated this Experience of his un- 
to us, 1 Remembred: God,'T was troubled : 
y ff © thus we ſhould Remember God, and be 
Id WW rroubled for our forſaking of him ; be 2rou- 
ny 8 bled for our provoking of him ; and when 
5. we are troubled for, we ſhould alſo be 
th WW 4nd from all our evil wayes. We are 
ul WW to Remember God, fo as to chooſe him, and 
ne Wl to zake him for | our Gad, and ſincerely ſay, 
1d WW Zord ! What have 1 any more to do with Iddls ? 
nd Wl ſincerely ſay, /'will be now for the Lord, and 
1m Wl not for another. © 
all Fourtbly, We ſhould Remember God by 
2d. , Living for him. It is the Profeſſion of 
as ll that good man ih P/al. 119. 55. / bawe re- 
th i membred thy N.ime; and have kept thy Law : 
1 JF There ſhonld an' Obedjence accompany-that 
- | Remembrance which we have of God. The 
nd I Prophet could ſay, / Remembred the Lord, 
he Nl and my Prayer came unto thee : Thus we 
ri- | ſhould. be able to ſay, 1 Remembred the 
If, | Lord, and I ſought bis Face : Be able to ſay, 
Its: J Remenbred x Lord, 3 us I heard his Word: 
Bz 
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Be able to ſay, 1 Remembred the Lord, and 
with my whole care I pleaſed the Lord. An 
Honouring of the Lord, is the beſt Remem- 
bring of Him. , | 

Fifthly, We ſhould Remember God by 
Truſting in him. It was an Holy Triumph, 
in Pſal. 20. 7. Some truſt in Chariots, and 
ſome in Horſes, but we will remember the 
Name of the Lord our God, A Remembrance 
of God ſhould be with a ReKance on him. 
That Believer could ſay, O my God, my 
Soul 1s caſt down within me, therefore will I 
remember thee. Are there Diſtreſſes on us, 
that cauſe DejeF0ns in us? We ſhould 
then Remember that God who can do what he 
will ; then _Remember that God who has 
bid us hope in him : And. when we Remem- 
ber him, we ſhould ſtill joyfolly ſay, 24 
belp # in the Name of the Lord. 

Finally, Such a Remembrance of God as 
will procure an Jrteref# in God ; ſuch a 
Remembrance of God as.. will maintain a 
| Communion with God : This is the Remem- 
brance that we are to endeavour for. 


Prop, MI. ' 


To Remember their Creator is a thing that 
Yowg Men are very particularly oblig*d 
unto. 
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unto. Indeed Young Men are apt to rec- 
kon this the ,moſt 7mproper and wnpleaſant 
Addreſs that can be made unto them, Do 
thos Remember thy Creator : They judge it 
fitter only for elder Men to hear of ſych 
a ſerious ehing : But the Voice of Gpd 
is even to Thee and Thee, O Young Man! 
Do thou Remember me. There are two Ars 
gument$ here ſet before us, evincing this 
to be a moſt reaſorable thing. 
Ls . 
- Argument 1. 


. Tis thy Creator certainly : The Young 
Man, be he never ſo young, has cauſe to 
Remember him. It was but a rational Pro- 
poſal in P/al.gF.6. O come, let us worſhip 
and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. , Tf God be thy daker, it becomes 
thee to be his Servant : Thou art wholly 
beholden to God for all the Powers of thy 
Spirit, for all the embers of thy Body : 
Whom ſhouldeſt thou then firſt uſe them 
for, but the Lord alone? It was a ſharp 
Rebuke to Belſhazzar in Dan.5. 22. The 
God in whoſe hands thy breath 1s, him thou 
haſt not glorified : Even ſo, thy Breath and 
Betng is from- the Lord, and fhall it be - 
laid of thee, Him thou haſt not —_ ? 

I 3 LInKS 
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. this were a very vile thing indeed !:It is 

a ſ{imilitude uſed, if 1 miſtake. 'not, by '" 
ſome of the Ancients, If any ' Mar. coul; 

"be ſo tngenions as to make an Engine able 
ro think, or ſpeak, he might quſtly* expe&t the 
fir mwork:of that Engine ſhould ve to ackyon. 
ledge the maker of tt. Thus, Young Man, 

+ 1t was but lately that thou cameſt out © 
the Hands of Gods the firſt ratidfal Ati. 
on of ſuch an one, ſurely ſhould (be a Re. 

' tipious Aﬀtion. It cannot be: too ſoor for 
thee to Remember him, in whom thy bs. 
#ng, ard thy moving, and thy very being 

IS, ; ®. , 


Argument 2. 


The Eqil Dayes are coming, ' of which 
thou ſhalt ſay, 1 have no pleaſure in. them, 
Old-Ave is not a Time for the Service of 
God to be begun in, or to be delayed un 
to ; Youth, Youth 15 the only Time. 

Firſt, Old-Age 1s not a proper Time. for 
us to defer the Remembring of God unto hal 
Icis an unworthy thing to deal with the 7 
God of Heaven ſo: Itis an abſurd as wel nk 
-as A Wicked thing. The Lord complainec Dif, 

. ofthis, in al. i. 1.3. Ye brought that which ; 
_ Was-t0tn, wnd the lame, and the ſick, thus yl © 


brough 


"2 "7 — <9 | 


brouoht an Offering, ſhould I accept this of 
, your. hanas, ſaith the Tord ? In like 
ſort, Tourg Man, is+it ſuitable - that 
the Devil ſhould have the Prime of thy 
Strength ? And that God ſhould: be pur 
off with a few. /ame and ſick, Devotions 
after all 7 Is it ſairable that thou ſhoaldſt 
Ywaſt all thy very Marrow and Spirit vp- 
on thy curſed Idols, but bring unto God 
a few Torn crazy Howlings, at the leſt ? 
BShould 1 accept this of your bands, ſaith the 
Lord? There is a Story of one who did 
Fattempt to ReperP in Old- Age, after a dif- 
ſolute and ungodly Yoxth ; but heard 
ſuctf a Voice from Heaven as that, Des 
li Furfurem cus dediſti Farinant : The De-- 
vil had thy Flower, and doſt thou think 
to bring thy Bran to me? In thy Youth 
wilt thou continue a Traitor and a Rebel 
againſt the God of Heaven? And wilt * 
thon. imagine to be recejved and protetted 
by him in the Ave, when perhaps thou - 
aſt none elſe to _ unto ? When thou 
art ſcarce able to fin, 2t thy uſual rate, 
ſhall that be the only 7ime for thee to 
leave it off? Hear O Heavens, and give car 
O Earth; was there ever any thing ſo 
Difingenious ? 

Secondly, Old- Age is not an eaſie Time 
I 3 | for 
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for us to defer the Remembring of God 
, unto. Young Man, wilt thou not cok un- 
zo the Lord, that thou mayſt be ſaved ;, Un- 
til thine Eyes are almoſt out ? Until hoſe 
that look, ont of the Windows be dark- 
ed ? Wilt thon not lay hold on Eternal 
Life, until thy Hands are ſhaking with a 
'Palſie? until the Keepers of the Houſe db 
tremble ? Wilt thou not Run the Race that 
# ſet before thee, until thy Feet call for a 
Staff? until the ſtrozs men do bow? them. 


ſelves? Alas, theſe things will not be eaſeſſ 


then. Know, that thy Siz will then be 
Fronger. :-If it be hard for thee to' part 
with a Zzuſ# now, what will it be then? 
An old Tree, and an old Zust, are not eaſily 
pulled vp by the Roots: Its ſaid, in Fer. 
13.23. Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, 
or. the Leopard his ſpors ? then may you alſo 
| do good that are accuſtomed to do evil. An old 
Cuſtom, and an,old Diſeaſe are not eaſily 
cufed. We read of a Dew diſpoſleſſed 


with a wonderful Difficulty, in ark ol. 
- , 25,26. The Spirit cry'd and rent him ſore . 


and he was as one Dead: What was *he 
cauſe of theſe terrible convulſions ? We 
are talf, the foul Spirit had been in-that 


Petſon, of a Child. An unclean Spirit, af 


drunken Spirit, a profane Spirit, that has 
dwelt 
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dwelt in a Man from his _Chi/dhood unto 
Old-Age, O 'tis not eaſily driven away : 
Tr is ſaid, in Heb. 3. 12. Exhort one ano- 
ther to day, leſt any of you be hardned thro © 
the deceitfulneſs of ſm. Neceitful. Sin, tells 
the Young Man, To morrow, to morrow will 
be ſoon enough to leave thy evil wayes : But 
the Heart grows harder and harder {till, 
To morrow, than it was to day. _. 
Know likewiſe, that thy ffrength will 
then be ſmaller. The Philoſopher truly 
called Old-Age, the Venter of life: We 
commonly ſay of apts It is it ſelf a 
Diſeaſe, and attended with a thouſand more, 
Then it is that, Pallor in Ore ſedet, Macies 
| in Corpore toto : A pale, a lean, and a feeble 
State of Body comes upon us; and then 
alſo the Mind grows more heavy and t- 
leſs: It is as much as the Ol4 Man can well 
do, to encounter the manifold Infirmities 
of his Age: And wilt thou never obey the 
Lord until thbu canſt not exjoy thy ſelf ? 
When David ſaid unto Old Barzzllas, Come 


foreff . thowover wich ge: The Old Man anſjvering, 


in 2 San. 19. 34.— How long bave I to live ! 
canl diſcern between good and evil? CanlT taſte 
what I eator drink? No; let Chimbam go. 
Thus our David, our Jeſus, when he fays 
to. an Old Man, Come over to me; the re- 
I 4 ply 
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, ply may: be: . Alas, T have but a little while 

ro Hive ; thei Force of all my ſenſes is abazed; 
let the Yauns' man 0 over to the Lord, © 


to adjourn our Piety unto. The Young 
Man allots upon Old- Age, as fhat which 
he may: very. ſeaſonably grow ſober iff: 
' But Younz'Han, what if thou ſhouldſt nev- 
er arrive to:Old- Age at all ? That is the 
Hap of mwltitades, multitudes every day : 
The Sons: of. 7ob, were all of them Young 
Men, but they digd ſuddenly, .: ſevcy of 
them at once, We-have that Warning 
oiten repeated unto us, in'Fob 21.23, One 
dyerb 1n_bas full ſirength. Young Perſons of 
both Sexes are liable to the Stroke of 
Death : We read in Lukes about the Fu- 
neral of a Tons Man, the Son ofa Wid- 
dow: we read in the ſame Evangeliſt, 
about a. young Woman, which lay a dying 
when ſhe was but about Twelve years of Age. 
The Arreſt of Dearth likewiſe falls upon 
young Perſons of all Eftares. The Son of 
 Feroboam was a Gracious wth ; but he 
dyes, - The Sons of Eh were Vicious youths, 
and they die too: So. does the young man, 
Abſalom, after his Brother Amnor. - As 


Inſty too; "tis poſſible thou mayſt like 
| Emtichus 


T birdly, *Otd- Are is no ſafe Time for us. 


young as thou z2rt, and as lively and ''as. 
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Emtichus fall down dead, before the Con- 


gregation be diſmiſſed, Halt thou a lewd 
Dream of an Old-Aze, to reſerve all Vir- 
tue for? Alas, there are more die before 
Twenty, than after S:xty Years of of Age. 
A Child once being obſerved to become 
a very prayerful and penſive Child, gave 
that Account of it, 7 was in the Burying- 
lace*: other day, and there I ſaw a Grave 
ſhorter than my ſelf. et the youngeſt of 
us all go to ſuch a place, and ſee whether 
there be not Graves of our Dimenſions 
there? And what if now thy Death find 
thee before thy Peace be made with God? 
W hat if thy Death find thee a poor Un- 
converted, Unregenerate-Creature before 
the Lord ? It may be written on thy dole- 
ful Grave, It had been good-for that Perſon, - 
that he had never been Born, Infinitely more . 
than a' thouſand Ages of «Woes and 
Plagues muſt be the Portion of ſuch a 
miſerable Soul. | 
Fourthly, The young Man has many Cor- 
ventences to excite and aſſiſt his Remem- 
brance of the Lord. There ſeems to be 
a ſort of Correſpondence between Youth 
and Grace: Youth ſeems mightily adapted 
and agreeable to the Exerciſe of that love- 
ly thing. 
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A quick, Wit is one Prerogative of the 
young Man: Well, how can he lay it out 
better, than by <oing like that yours 
Man, in Pſa. 119. 9. Taking. heed unto the 
Word of God? The Young man has a Te. 
nacious Memory ; What can he do better 
with it, than fillit with Divine Treaſures ? 
Warm Afettions are' ſtirring 1n the young 
man ; where ſhould he ſet them but up- 
on the things which are above ? The Spirits 
of young men are mtttleſome ; why ſhould 
they not be pet ſerving the Lord? 
The Bodies of young men are vigorous ; 
why ſhould they not be a zving Sacrifice unto 
God? There Is a brave Courage in Youth ; 
- how can it better ſhow it ſelf, than by over- 
coming the Wicked One? Youth is a merry 
Age ; let it then repoyce iz the Lord.' O 
' nothing is more comely, or natural, than 
that young Men ſhould remember God. 


Prop. IV. 


All the three Perſons in God are to be 
diſtinftly conſidered by us, when we re- 
member him. | 

Not only our Creator, but alſo our Crea- 
fors Is to be remembred. | 

Firſt, We are to remember God the 

F ather . 
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Father. Him we are to remember under 
ut | © that conſideration in Eph. 1.3. The God 
20 and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Re- 


0 & © 
* 


he member Him as the Fountan from whence 
ee all does proceed, and to which all muſt 
er Return. Remember Him as the firſt cauſe 


5? and io the laſt nd of all things. Remem- 
ng ber Him as the Father of tny Lord, and 


p- | - go to Him for a Fathers Bleſſing in His 
its Name. O remember Him, and let the 
Id outcry of thy Soul be ; Ler this Father be 
Sy my Father for evermore. | 

>; Secondly, We are to remember God the 
2t0 Son : Him we are to remember under that 
h ; Conſideration, in A&.5. 31. A Prince and 
r= a Saviour, to give Repentance unto Iſrael, and 
Ty Remiſſion of Sins. - Rervember him as the Sa- 
O viour 72 whom all fulnefs dwells. Remember 
an Him as the Jeſus who delivers from 


Wrath to come. Remember Him as a Re- 
deemer able to ſave unto the uttermoſt, and 
go to Him for that Salvation ; entreat 
Him to be thy Propher, and thy Prieſt, 


be and thy King for ever. 
VE= Thirdly, We are to Remember God the 

Spirit, Him we are to Remember under 
4- | that Conſideration, in P/al. 1.43. 10. The 


god Spirit that leads into the land of Up- 
rightnef. Remember Aim as the the Quick: 
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zer of. them that were dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, Remember Him as the Comforter of all 
that mown. Remember him as the [nhabiranr 
of the Congrite and the Humble Heart.; and 
ſeek to be/ed by Him, World without end. 


Thus are we to Remember our Creator 
in the dayes of our Youth, 


b 


USE I. 


Let them that. have not Remembred their 
_ Creator in the days of their Touth, now in 
the.days of their Aze be aſhamed of j It, and * 
aftlifted for it. 

Therearetwo ſorts of Aged People tobe 
now treated with: There are ſome that 
are Converted unto .God, but late : They 
ſquandered away fnoſt of all their Youth, 
before they turned their,' feer anto the Te- 
ſitmonies of the Lord. It becomes theſe Per- 
ſons now, -as they Remember their God, ſo 
likewiſe to Remember their Sin : You make 
that your daily Prayer, in Pſal. 25. 7. Re- 
member not againſt me the” ſins of my youth. 
Be aſlured that God's dealing with you 
will in many fegatds be quite contrary to 
your dealing with your Ss. If you love, 
them, he will hate you : If you ſlay them, 
he will ſave you :-If yon wonld have God 
- not 
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'not Remember them, O then do you re- 
member them your ſelves : 'Tis faid in 
.1 Cor. 11. 3. If we would judge our ſelves, we 
* ſhould not be judged of the Lord, Well then, 
every one of you, like Pharaoh's Butler, 
now ſay, I remember my faults this day. O 
' Remember all the ins, all the idleneſs ; 
all the profuſeneſs and profaneneſs of thy 
Youth, When Paul was a young Man, he 
had an hand in Abuſing and Murdering an 
Eminent Miniſter of God, but he Remem- 
bred it with forrow gl] his dayes : O! ſaid 
he many Years after ; When the Blood of 
Stephen was ſhed, I was conſenting to#t. Come 
now and fit down in the Duſt this day 

befqre the Lord » come, and lament ir, 
and, bewail it, that you ſo long lay out 
from God, and that you ſo long did the 
.things, for which the Wrath of God 
comes upon the Children of Diſobedience. 
Be able to ſay, Ay Soul has this inremem- 
brance, and is humbled in me. But perhaps 
- there afe ſome of you that never yet were 
Converted unto God at all : As they ſaid - 
in Fer. 8. 20. The Harveſt is paſt, the Sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not ſaved; thus 
may too many confeſs, Our youth 1s paſt, 
and we are not Renewed. Surcly 'tis Time, 
'tis high Time for you to Remember your 
- God, 
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#. God, -yet atlaſt, before you go hence and 


beno more : Let this excourage you, That - 


It is not zoo dare as yet for you ſo todo. 
The Lord ſaid in Fer.3. 1. Though thou haſt 
. play'd the Harlot wth many Lovers, yet re- 
turn unto me : Even fo, tho thou halt com- 
mitted: many ſms 5, tho thou haſt been ſin- 
ning many years; yet return unto me, ſaith 
the Lord, There was in this very Land, 
one that had lived a carnal, ſtupid, ig- 
norant Perſon for about an hundred years, 
and yet became 'a ſexpous Chriſtian before 
he dyed. Unto the Oldeft Enemy of God 
among us all, I this day proclaim the mer- 
cy of the Lord: OQ let this break thy 
heart, and cauſe thee «to come and ſay, 
1 will do Intquity n0 more. ' 
But let this alſo Terrifie yon, it will be 
t00 late for you ere long: It is ſaid in 


= Pſal. 6.5. 1s Death there is no Remembrance 


of thee. Thy Death, thy Death is juſt ready 
to ſeize upon thee, and there is 70 works, 
no wiſdom in the -Grave, whither thou art 
goino, Then thy cry, will be like that of 
Deſpairing Ones, Al roo late! All roo late ! 
God prevent: ſuch a miſcarriage of thy 
*- Never-dying Soul. - 
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Let us that are in our Touth, Now Re- 
member our Creator 1n it. 

There are a multitude of yourg Perſons, 
to whom the Word of God may reach 
this day. Now the Almighty God make 
this Word ofHis, Quick.and powerful, and 
ſharper than a two-edged Sword within their 
Souls ! Hear, O Young People ; Hear that 
your Souls may live : It 1s reported of Jo- 
than in Fuds. 9. 7. He ſigod in the top of 
the Monnt, and he hift up his voice, and cry- 
ed, and ſaid, Hearken unto me, that God 
- may hearkgn unto you, Thus would I do, 
thus would 1 Peak this day. Here I 
Fand in the Name of God that'made you 
all: I would lift up my voice, and cry, 
and ſay, O Remember your Creator now, in 
the dayes of your youth. If you will not 
hear this Call of God now, God will not 
hear your cry to Him another Day. + God 
will be deaf to the Words of thy Roaring, 
in the dayes of thy Age, and of thy Death, 
and of thy Wrath, if thou art now deaf 
th the Words of His Counſel. The Coun- 
fel (and it is wholſome Counſel) of our 
God now unto us, is, Remember ne be- 
F3MeES 37 
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To - The Duty and Intere# 


times: In order thertunto, theſe things 
are to be done. 


Rule 1. 


Let us Remember that which will help us 
to Remember God. 


Fir, Remember thy Death, an@ thou 
wilt Remember thy Godgs A Remem-_ 


brance of Death will produce in a Man a 
ſerious and godly frame of Spirit. One 
that was Remarkable for his Devotions, 
gave that-Reafon of it, O I muZt Dye ! 1 
muSt Dye! Ifa Young Man would awful- 
ly realize unto himſelf that, thing, 7 mu#t 
aye ! it wonld highly promote an Acquaint- 
ance between God and him :- And young 
Man, it is not too ſoon for thee to have 
the Apprehenſions of it. There was a 
young an in this Land, that left behind 
him in Writing, 4dediratrons to promote Pre- 
paration for Death, O that every young man 
would be no Stranger to luch prudent 4e- 
ajtations ! 

Let every young Perſon Remember this : 
T ſkall dye very certainly : As Fob could ſay, 
in Ch. 30.23. 1 kzow that thou wilt bring me 
70 Death : So let the young Perſon ſay, / 
kzow that I muſt &re lono look the King of 
 Terrors 


Terrors in the Fare; aud 1 know that Cre” 
long I ſhall go thither, whence I ſhall not re-' 
turn, Oiten- look upon that Scripture, 
in Heb. 9.27. It ' appointed unto all Men 
once ro dye, Often look apon that Scrip- 
ture, in Pſal. 89. 4.38. What man 1s he that 
liveth, and ſhall not ſee Death, And let 
thefe warnings make a deep [mpreflion up- 
on thy Mind. . There was a Prince who 


_ gave a Penſion unto a Perſon, that he 


might once a day come and fay unto him, 
Remember that thou art a Mortal Man: Do 
that office unto thy ſelf every Day. Look 
upon Death 2s the way of all the Earth ; 
AndRemember, 7 uſt go that Way : Look 
upon Death as the End of all men z and Re» 
member, / ſhall have thar Bnd. Remem- 
ber, there. is 70 4i/charge ww that War, 
Let every young Perſon  alfo Remember 
this, 7 ſhall dye very ſpeedily. While we are 


yoang, we ſtrangely promiſe our ſelves to 


Itve long : Do nor. harbour that mittake ; 
but reCtifie it by that Premonition, in 7am. 
4.14. What ts your life ?' It 3s even a Vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, and vamfheth 


_ away : ReCtifie it by that Premonition, 
in 1 Chron. 28. 15. Our days, on tne Earth 


are as a ſhadow, and there is none abiding. 
What. are the poor Seventy years, that 7-4 
BY) Lite 
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Life of Man is now contraCted into ! Re- 
member, they are winged things, they 
fly away, with a marvellous Velocity. 
We are truly told of them, in Fob g. 25. 
that they are ſwifter than a Poſt ; yea, 
more than ſo, ſwifter than a Ship, yea, 
” more than that, ſwifter than an Eagle 
haſt"ning to the Prey, Belides, Remember, 
*tis poſſible, that half of thole years may 
be all. that thou ſhalt ever ſee; it hath 
been well ſaid, That an old Man has Death 
before his Face ;, but a youns Man has Death 
behind his Back, : Perhaps, Death may 
ſtrike thee down before him that is old 
enough to be thy Father. Remember that 
there are Skulls of all ſizes in Golpotha. 
Seeondly, Remember thy Soul, and thou 
wilt Remember thy God: Thou haſt a 
never-dying Soul wxhin thee z a Spiritual 
_and an Immortal Subſtance, able to diſcern, 
' and argue, and affett with a wonderful Ap- 
prehenſuon. How frequently and fearfully 
do young Perions forget that - they are 
Owners of ſuch a Jewel / : | 
Let every young Perſon Remember this, 
The State of my Soul is miſerable. Remem- 
ber the guilt and. filth, which thy Sol, 
by it's becoming a conſtituent Eſſential 
part in one of Adams Children, ſoon = 
 defil'd 
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of Youth, © WL 
defil'd withal. Remember whiat a dread- 
ful Anger and Vengeance of God, thy. 
Soul by thy ſi is expos'd unto. Remember 
that Character ofthy Soul, in Ger: 6. 5. 
Every tmagination of the thoughts of the heart, 
#5 only. evil continually. Remember that con- 
dition: of thy Soul, in Eph, 2. 12. Without 
Chriſt, a ſtranger from the Covenant of pro- 
miſe, having no hope, and without God in the 
World. Remember what thon4thaſt been 
doing unto thy Soul, ever ſince thy Birth : 
It is faid in Prov. 8.36. He that ſimnneth 
wrongeth his own Soul, O Remember what 
Wrongs, what Wounds, thy own Soul has 
had, fro thy own. hand 5 and Remember 
what an ever-gnawing Worm, what an 
ever-burning Fire, 1s now ready to ſeize 
upon that poor $ou/ of thine: Thou art. 
mindful of thy Body, of-thy Eſtate, of thy 
Credit, and mindful of almoſt every Crea- 
ture which thou art concerned in. . Thy 
Soul now begs of thee, O Remember ze ! 
Let every yours Perſon likewiſe Remem- 
ber this, The worth of my Soul is invaluable. A 
Great Man was well adviſed ,once every 
day,to remember thatSentence of our Lord, 
in Mat. 16.26. What is a man profited, if 
he gain the whole World, and loſe his own 


foul Thou canſt-not Remember. a more 
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important thing, Remwnber the Glorious 
Faculties and Endowments of thy ford. Re. 
member what a price, :what a' valt price, 
the Lord Jeſus countednat too much for 
thy /aul. Remember how defirous the 4» 
gels are ta affilt, how deſirous the Devils 
are ta deſtray that ſol of thine. Remem- 
ber thefe things, when thy Enemies are 
bartering for thy ſoul. When our Lord 
was betrayed for a little Adozey, He faid 
in Zech.1t.13. A goodly price was I valued 
at of them! cRememper that as the. voice 

_ of thy Soul, when thow art under Temp- 
tation to exit things, When thy Temp- 
ters would have thee felt thy foxl for 2 
fong + when they would have thee pawn 
thy Saul for a Cp, or an Oath, or a pex- 
zy, or indeed for the befb thing in this 
World, now Remember that Expoſtulati- 
on of thy own Soxl; Am I worth n0 more 
than ſo? A goodly price am I valued at ! 

Thirdly, Remember the Word, and thou 
wilt Remember the Lord : The Word of 
 GodWritten, the Word of God preached, is 

_ vouchlafeduiita us: Remember that, and 
be able to ſay after the Pſalmiſt, in P/al. 
119.16. 1 will net forget thy Word, Let 
our Memories be full of Truth, and they 

will be full of God, Our Memories are a 

a coltly 
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coſtly, curious Cabinet 3 it s-pity that 
there ſhould be only vile ras and ſhreds 
, | laid up therein: We can Remember too 
r | well, old ſongs, and old wrongs, Our Me- 
fi a beck too like the Walls of the Houſe 
which Ezekeel ſaw,in Ezck, 8. 10;- Where- 
on the Forms of creeping things, and abv- 
minable Beaſts, and curſed 1dols, were poar- 
q £r74y'd all round abour. For theſe things 
4 | we may ſay, as one ſaid unto his Friend, | 
.4 (chat offer*d to teach him the rt of 2fe- 
-e $797 y 5 Sir, (faid he) If you world reach me 
D- the Art of Forgetfulneſs, I ſhould be more 
pleaſed with itx But for the things of God, 
there our Memories ſhould ſerve us; there 
.n (our 4demories do fail us wonderfully. I 
x. fbave read of a young Man, whom all the 
iis (Pains In the World would nat make to 
ti. (Kemember the letters of the Alphabet : Such 
e (lamentable forgerfulneſs in the Sacred and 
. JSolemn things of: another World, are 
20 (991g people tao ſubjeft unto. It is Re- 
of (corded of Foſeph, itt Ger. 41. 51: that he 
ie called his Firſt-bort Son, AMennſſgh, or 
nd & 9rgetfulneſs. -Such, O ſuch a Name youre 
a1, Perions may often put on their own Souls, 
er {hen the Word of God is brought nnto 
&y hem.; their Sorls are fo many Menafſehs, . 
D how forgetful are . they, when God: has 
| 3 been 
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been ſpeaking to them! Our Lord ſaid 
_ unto His Diſciples, in Johr.,15. 20. Re- 
member the word that I ſaid unto you. Eve- 
ry time you read a Ciaprer, or hear a 
Sermon, then Remember that the Lord ſays, 
Remember this; The Apoſtle fo ſpeaketh, 
in Heb.2. 1. The things which we have beard, 
we ſhould not let them ſlip: *Tis: an alluſion 
to a Leaky Veſſel. Young People, the Great 
_ Godis pouring His Commandments,and Pro- 
 miſes, and Threatnings into your Souls every 
day z Odonot ſuffer them to leak away. Re 
tain in yaur. own Souls, the ſerſe and uſ 
of the things that you hear from God thi 
Lord: 1t is ſaid in Kev. 3.3. Remember how 
thou baſt received and heard. When thou 
haſt received and heard a meſſage from the 
God of Heaven ;: give thy Soul now tha 
CRATE, Remember this, O my Soul, Remem- 
"RE. 


_ Fourthly, Remember Eternity, and tho 


wilt Remember Him that inhabiteth Eterni 
ty: It is faid in Eccl8ſ, 11.8. Let a mat 
Remember the days of darkneſs, for they ſhall b 
many : Thus wanld I ſay, Let 4 young mai 
remember the dayes of Eternity, for they ſhal 
be endleſs. _ The Pſalmiſf-has that Ex 
preſſton, in Pſal. 77.5. Thave conſidered th 
years of Ancient Times ; There are who 
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render it, 7 have conſidered the years of Eter- 
ity. O Remember that Eternity which eve= 
ry hour brings thee a Step nearer to, than 
thou waſt before. Remember that Erernity 
wherein thou ſhalt enjoy inexpreſlible 
Happineſs, or endure intolerable Miſery 
World without end. A Perſon of Quality 
having ſpent ſome Time in «nlawful Games, 

at Night could not ſleep; giving this An- 
{wer to one that enquired the Reaſon of it; 
Yeſterday, I caſt my Eye occaſionally on a Book, 
wherein 1 ſaw that Word, ETERNITY ; and 
that word has broke my Heart within me : O 
that thing, Erermty, Eternity ! the Remem- 
brance of it will Aze thy Heart, if it will 
not break thy heart within thee. Remember 
that thou art going to an Eſtate of Weal or 
of Woe ;, and that thou ſhalt remain in that 
Eſtate, fixed like a Rock, for infinitely 
more than a thouſand Million of Apes. 


RULE II. 


Let us. Abandon that which would hinder 
us to remember God, There are ſonte fatal 
things that are called in 7ob 13.26. The 1m- 
quities of youth ; And in Fer. 31. 19. The R- 
proach of Youth: An Entanglement in thoſe, 


young Perſons now is that Call of Heaven,in 
K 4 2 I'm. 
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2 Tim. 2, 22. Flee youthful Lufts. 

To particularize, 

1.) Abandon the Sin of 1} Company-keep- 
7p, That you remember your Creator. Be 
able to ſay with him, in P/al. 26.4. I have 
not ſat with vain perſons. Many an hopeful 
young man has been ruined, by falling into 
the Society of the Profane : Never was 
there a morebloody Murderer of Souls than 
that Society. The very Heathen could ob- 
ſerve, and the Apoſtle Pax! quotes the 
Speech of an Heathen Poet for it,, That cv1l 
Communigations corrupt good manners, Now 
they are Evil Companious with whom thoſe 
evil Communications 'are, Toung man, dolt 
thou ſee others, that will D- ik, and Game, 
and Swear, and Scoff ? I would call upon 

thee, as Moſes upon them in Numb. 16.26. 
Depart from the Fents of theſe wicked men, leſt 
ye be conſumed in all 'their ſins. Do not ſo 
much as begin a needleſs familiarity with 
Wicked men : Don't Walk with the ungodly, 
. Jeſt yon come to ard with the ſrincrs,and 
at laſt ſie with the ſcornful : Remember that 
bad Companions will cauſe you to ſi with 
them. The Jews in Babylon grew very cold 
in the matter of Building the Houſe of God. 
Why ſo? Their dwelling among the tewd 
and wild Babylomans, procur'd this indiffe- 
Pt ts . Tency. 
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rency. I have thought, how came Corah, a 
Levite, to hook in - Dathan, and Abiram, 
and the Reubenites into a Conſpiracy with 
him ? I find that the Zevrres of Xohath,and 
the Reabemtes pitched their ,Tents near ta- 
gether,on theSouth-lide of the Tabernacle. 
So they infefted one another : Remember, 
that bad Companions will cauſe you to dye 
with them too. I pray how came Abaziah 
to meet with his Death before his Time ? 
It was by viſiting of a debauched bigotted 
Idolater, the infamous Jehoram, When you - 
fall into a Knot of Impious Men, you 
are like the Man travelling to Feri- 
cho, who fell among Thieves that ſtripped 
him, and wounded him, and departed leav- 
ing him half dead.Some Perions going out of 
the World, have comfortably pleaded that 
with Gad, Lord, let me not be with wicked men 
for ever, for I never cared tobe withthem here : 
ſad is the Caſe of them who cannot plead 
ſo. O thatevery young Man would remem- 
ber that ſaying in Prov. 1. 10. dy ſon, if ſmn- 
ners entice thee, conſent thou not ;, walknot thou 
in the way of them ; and remember that 
faying in Prov. 13. 20. -He that walkgth 
with the wiſe ſhall be wife, but a compani- 
on of fools ſball be deſtroyed. What fhall 
I fay more ? In fine, Remember, young 
TP Man, - 
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Man, that on thy Death-bed thou wilt gnaſh 
thy Teeth at the ſight of ſuch Companions; 
thy groan will then be, O gather not my 
ſoul with ſinners! and one of them in thy 
Chamber would then be thy Torment there. 
Well then, ſave your ſelves from this wmto- 
ward peneration. 

(2.) Abandon the Sin of Sabbath-breaking, 
that you may Remember your Creator. It 
is the Command of God in Exod. 20. 8. 
Remember the Sabbath-day to keth it hoty : 
Men are like to Remember God himſelf, 
if they remember this day of the Lord as 
they ought to do. If you look through 
the World, you ſhall ſee that Mens Rel. 
_ gion is as their Sabbath is, The Sabbath is 
the Engine by which, by the Bible, true 
Remembrance -of God 1s kept alive. It 
is the Deſcription which the Lord gives 
of all good Men, in 1/a. 56. 4. They that 
keep my Sabbaths, and k ha. the things that 
pleaſe me. Young Men, this is the Day, 
to which all other days may ſay, Thou 
art worth ten thouſand of us : Of this Day 
It ſhall evermore be ſaid, O rhou Day that 
zs highly favoured, the Lord 1s with thee, bleſſed 
art theu among. the Dayes,” and curſed » he 
that defpiſes thee ! Young Perſons are apt 
on this day to be vai in their T0 
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and Words, and Jdle in their whole Beha- 
viour : But labour thou to ſpend this Day 
as a Market-day for thy Soul ;, ſpend it in 
Holy Duties, and in thoſe things that may 
prove both a Cauſe and a S727 of thy Reſt 
among the People of God for ever : Do ac- 
cording to that in 1/a. 58. 13. Call the Sab- 
bath a delight, the holy of the Loyd, and ho- 
zourable. Do not abuſe this high Day of 
God; as the Prophet ſaid unto Gehazs, Is 
this a Time to recerve Money ? ſo let me ſay, 
Is this a time'to be making of Bargains, or to 
be orderiny of Fourntys ? Much more, 7s 
this a time for Riotins and Drunkenneſs, for 
Chamberins and Wantonneſs ? or for ſuc 
things as are never ſeaſonable ? No, 'tis not 


ſuch a Time -. To the young People that * 


make it ſuch a 7ime, I would ſay as in 
Neb. 13.18. You brings Wrath upon Iſrael 
by profaning the Sabbath + Such Perſons are 


JN 


allow himſelf in thoſe curſed things. 


RULE 1. 


| Letus Remember the virtuous Exanple of | 


them 


The meer Achans of the Land they live - 


_ Finally, There are many other ſins of _ | 
| Youth, eſpecially that fin of Uncleannef,, * 3 
which we muſt avoid, and forſake, if we ' } 
would Remember God : Let no Young Man | | 
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them that have been good berimes, eſpeci- - 
ally the Holy Pattern of the Holy Feſwus. It 
is ſaid in Heb. 13. 7. Remember them whoſe 
Faith i5 to be followed: So it may be urged, 
Remember them whoſe Youth is to be folloved : 
'. If we remember them, we ſhall remember 
- God. There have been young Perſons that _ 
have had the Grace of Forty at the Age of 
Twenty in them. Sometimes a yourg Man 
has giyen up himſelf to God by a Covenans 
never to be forgotten. A young Man has main- 
tain'd a courſe of daily ſupplication, and 
beſides often had his extraordinary Dayes | 
of Prayer and Prazſe ;, a young Man has up- 
held a courſe of daily 2/editarion, and be- 
ſides accuſtomed himſelf to read the Scrip- 
ture with ſach Attention,' as to fetch a 
Note and a Wiſh ont of every Yerſe before 
him, ſach 2n one I have lately follow*d 
unto the Grave : Many more ſuch Inſtan- 
ces of Early Piety, perhaps a_ Young Mart 
here and there may aftord unto us: O now, / 
- Gq thou and do likeviſe, 2 | 
' But above all, the Lord Jefus Chriſt 
calls for our Imitation : It is faid of Him, 
| 1n Pal. r10. 3. Thou haſt the Dew of thy 
| Youth: In his Toath it ſelf a Dew of Grace 
- was tobe ſeen upon him; in his Touth he 
- - fulfilled the whole Will of God; in his 
 Touthhe was always abont his Fathers buſi- 
5: W neſs: 
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neſs ; He now fays to Yonng Men, what 
he ſays to A# Men in Fob. 13. 15. 1have 
given you an Example, that you ſhould do as I 
have done. O then ſtudy Chrilt Jeſus, ob- 
ſerve Chriſt Jeſus, follow Chrilt Jeſus ; ask, 
What was. the Behaviour of Chriſt Trſus tn his 
Youth ? and, Be as be was inthe World. 
RULE Iv. 

Let us remember the profſgable Inſtruttion 
of them that wiſh well unto'ns. 

There is a twofold Inſtr«&iom which 
young Perſons among vs are made parta- 
kers of : There is Paſtoral InſtruCtion, and 
there is Parental Inſtruftion, under which 
you ſi. ' Regard this Hnſrrutt:on, leſt you 
mourn at laſt, and ſay, How have I hated 
Taſtruttion, and not obeyed the waice of my. 
Teachers ! 

' You enjoy PaForal Inſtruftion, Odeſpiſe 
it not ! You have with Sermon afthr Ser- 
mon been publickly and ſolemnly called 
upon to Remember God. Belides this, I have 
perſonally treated with ſome ſcores of you, 
about your Eternal Welfare, and I hope I 
may live to viſit every one of you for thisend, 
earneſtly and urgently beſceching of you to be 
Reconciled unto God, It was of old enjoyn- 
ed in Det. 31. 12. Gather the People toge- 
ther, Men and Women, and Children, that they 
may hear, and learn, and fear the Lord: Be- 
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hold, the Children as well as the Adult have 


been adviſed' here, to Remember the Lord. 


What is now "the effe& of it? I will for 
once wax bold with you, and ſay as Dying 


+ Bolton ſaid unto his Children, Childrex, ler 


any of you meet me at the day of Fudgment in 


@ Chriſtleſs unregenerate eſtate if you dare! [ 
will reſeific baſe you, 1 ſay again, 1will reſti- - 


eapainſt you  & the Lord Feſus, if you do. 

h BA al Inſtruction yy ; Qrefuſe it not! 
Does not thy Father, or thy Maſter, or thy Mother, 
charge thee to Remember God ? Did they never charge 
thee to read the Word, and ſeek the Face of God, and 
to make Conſcience of thy Wayes 2 Then, . My Son, 
bear the Inſtrufion of thy*Father, and forſake not the Law 
of thy Mother. What befell the Sons of E1:, thoſe Sons 
of Belial ? in 1 Sam. 2. 25. They. hearkened not to the 


Poice of their Father, becauſe the Lord: would ſlay them. 


Art thoua young Perſon, counſelled by a good Parent 


toRemember the Lord? The Lord will ſlay thee ; yea, The 

Lord will Damn thee, if thou doſt not Hearkenthereunto. 

Thus are we to Remember God : And, O who a- 

mong you are more than alzoſt perſwaded hereunto ? 

Let a jew Conſiderations more add weight unto thoſe 
that have alſo beſpoke it of you. 

| CONSIDER. I. | 
- The God of Heaven has Commanded you to Remen- 


ber Him; you have this Command in a ſhaddow under 
. the Law of old: It was required in Exod. 22. 29, 


Thou ſhals not delay to offer the firft of the ripe Fruits un- 


20 me. The Lord thus calls, Bring me the firſt of thy 
 Aee, and, Bring me the firſt of thy ſtrength ; How da- 


reſt thou then carry 1t unto the Devil inſtead of him ? 
This Command 1s yet more expreſs, where the Lord 


_ calle tar. a preſens Repentance, a preſent gy an 
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one from his evil way? faith lie not 1n Pſal. gs. 7. O 
that you would hear his Voice to diy ? faith he not in 
Pſal. 147.12. Both young Men and Maidens, old Men 


and Children, O Praiſe the Lord ? Young Man, do not 


venture to flight the Comand of that God who can 
ſpeak thee into Hell for fleighting it : Do not offend 
and provoke that God who can with hot Thunder- 
bolts avenge thy doing ſo. 
CONSIDER. IL 

"Tis for your own Intereſt and Benefit now to Re- 
member God. It 1s impoſſible to recxon up all the 
Advantanges of Early Religion : Indeed, Godline(s is 
profitable K all things ; but Early Godlineſs, tlat, 
that is it which brings moſt profi: unto the Owners of 
it : It is truly ſaid in Lam.3.27. It # good for a man that 
he bear the Toke in his Touth. Toung Man, Remember 
God, and it will pleaſe Him. It was very pleaſing un- 
to God, when Abe! brought the Firſtlings of his Flock 
unto Him : The Lord ſaid in Fer. 2. 2. I Remember 
the kindneſs of thy Touth. If we Remember God 1n our 


Youth, God will Remember the ſeriouſneſs of our 


Youth, the ſavourineſs ofour Youth, and the kind- 
neſs of our Youth a great while afterwards. It was 
the Speech of God in Hof. 11.1. hen Iſrael was a child 
T loved him; When Pertons are in their Childhood ver- 
tuous and gracious, and ſuch as Remember Him, ſuch 
perſons are loved exceedingly by Him that leveth the 
Righteous. When little Children were brought unto the 
Lord Jeſus,He bleſſed them: What will the Lord then do 
for them that Remember to come themſelves unto Him > 
He will bleſs them, for they pleaſe him exceedingly. 


Remember God, and it will alſo ſave thee : O what 


a matchleſs Promiſe 1s there ſet before thee, in Prov. 
8. 17. They that ſeek me early ſhall find me ! Thou ſhalt 
find Chriſt, and find God, and find the Pearl of great 
price by the Early ſeeking thereof: Whoever does: miſs 
of mercy from God, yet unto the Toung Perlon, the 
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from us ; ſaith he not in Fer. 25. 5. Turn ye now every 
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” :.. 36 The Duty and Intere#, &c. * 
"Lord faich, in x Chron. 2.8.9. If thou feek him he ſhall be 
'  folmnd of thee. This isa certain way to find Grace, to 
- , | findGloyto find every good thing ; ſeek early for it. In- 
bY _ deed, they are not only certain Finders, but alſo glc- 
bt. Tous Finders, Eminent and Tranſcendent Finders, that 
”. \ areEarlySeckers ofthe Lord ; they are the Foſephs,and 
= the Samuels, and the Davids of the World. 
CONSIDER. II. | 
Remember God Now, or there 1s Danger that you 
' never will atall : As he ſaid in Fob. 3. 4. How can 4 
Man be born when he is old ? fo, How can a Man be 
New-born then ? It ſeldom is. - Our Text ſays, Re- 
membey thy Creator in the days of thy Touth ; It may be 
rendred,1s the Dayes of thy Choice. You now make your 
Choice: Tf you chboſe God in your Touth, Well ; but 
if you now chooſe Luſt and Sin, a thouſand to one 
but God will confirm that Chotce ; the Lord may ſay, 
Let him. that ts filthy be filthy ftill, and, Let him that is 
"wicked be wicked for evermore : Befides the Mortality, 
there 1s alſo an Obd4uration which thou art in danger 
of z..It is a direful Menace of God in Gen, 6. 3. My 
Spirit ſhall not always ftirive. 1f thou doſt now reſiſt 
' the ſtrivings of the Lord, thou doſt as it were [mother 
them and baniſh them ; 'tis to be fear'd that they will 
\.takean Fternal Farewel! of thy forſaken Soul. Doſt 
Dot thou Tremble at this, O thou Heart of 4damant ? 
If this horrible thing ſhould be the Portion of thy 
Soul, Down, Down, Down thou goeſt into the Pure, 
among them that cannot hope for the Truth of Go/. 
 Godprevent ſo great an Evil ! God make every young 
Perſon among*us a Fofiah, that While he is yet young, ſhall 
ſeek the Lord. God make every young Perſon among us 
an 4bijab, that while young ſhall haye in him ſome good 
thing toward che Lord. God enable every young Perſon to 
fay as 0ba4izh did, I fear the Lord from my Touth. 
'_ Now, untothz?, O Ged, I bend my knees, with my Pray- 
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” "- &s, that thy Converting Grace may produce milltitudes 
">. f ſuch tender grapes in this Vinejard_ of the Lord, ._ 
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